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51 E Tide which 14 have 2 to 
my Memoirs, acquaints you with m 
Birth; it's a Truth which I never dif- 
ſembled to any "wh ask d me the Queſtion, and 
Heayen ſeems to have taken a pleaſure in recom- 
pencing my Sincerity; for I never obſerv'd on 
any Oocaſion, that I: was either leſs regarded, or 
leſs eſteemꝰ d on that Account. 
- Notwithſtanding I have met with a great many. 
impertinent People, who neither po els'd, nor 
would acknowledge any other Merit in the 


World, than that of being born Noble, or of . 


Fa Stock, and have often heard them deſpiſe 
en incompa rably their Superiors in Worth, 
only becauſe they were not Gentlemen; the 
Reaſon of which is, becauſe thoſe. whom they thug, 
inſulted, and who were otherwiſe to be refoelted 
ſor a thouſand good Qualities, had as ow 
the. weakneſs to bluſh at their Extraction, to hide, 
it, and by a ne to lendeavour 
to ſereen themſelyes from the NT of the, 
Wanne tid of oa! 1 
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But this Artifice ſeldom or never ſucceeds ; 


they may, conceal a truth of this Nature Which 
way they pleaſe, ſooner or later it's certain to 


.riſe up in Judgment againſt them, and to re- 


venge itſelf of the Falſities in which they diſguis'd 
it. A Man is betray'd by an infinite Number 
of little concu- ing Accidents, which it's impoſſi- 
ble either to avoid, or foreſee : I never obſerv'd a 
Vanity of this kind come to a good. End... | 
| Beſides it's an Error to imagine that an ob- 
ſcure Birth debaſes us, when we ourſelves avow 
it, and are the firſt who proclaim it. The Ma- 
lice of Mankind drops you there, you rob it of 
its Reward; its fole Aim was to humble you, 


you ſupplant its Pretenſions ; you humble your- | 


ſelf, it has nothing left to fay. 
Men have ſomething of Modeſty in fpite of 
themſelves ; a:Retort to an undeſerv'd Scorn will 
always pleaſe, Reaſon compels them to approve it; 
it's a Fortitude which filences them, by ſhewing 
them the very Root of Nobility; in ſhort, 


it's a ſenſible Pride, which can never fail putting 


to Shame an impertinent Vanity. 
ut enough has been ſaid on this Subject; 
thoſe whom my Reflection concerns will find it 
their Advantage to believe me. nn 
It's cuſtomary in writing Book, to begin 
with a little Preamble, I have complyd wh 
[the Mode, and now retutn to my ſelf. n 
The Story of my Adventures won't be un- 
uſeful to thoſe who love to inform themſelves, 
which is one Reaſon why T make them pubiick ; 
the other is I love to amuſe my ſelf 
I ive in a Country Place, to which I've made 
my Retreat, and where the leiſure I enjoy in- 
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(ires me with that Spirit of Reflection which 
I'm going to exerciſe upon the Events of my 
ife, I ſhall give a detail of them in the 
beſt Manner I can; every Man has his peculiar 
turn of Expreſſion, which proceeds from his 
peculiar Way of Thinking, 

Among the Adventutes which Pm about to 
relate, I believe ſome will be thought curious; 
and in Favour of them, I hope my Stile will 
find Excuſe : this I dare aſſure the Reader, that 
the Facts are all really true, it's not à Hiſtory 
forg'd for Diverſion, which I imagine will cafily 
be diſcern d. 

As for my Name, I ſuppreſs it Nor can my 
concealing it be thought amiſs ; ſince my telling 
it would only lay a Reſtraint upon my Nu. 
tions. * 

There are ſome Perſons who Lm ſeriſible will 
know me, but I've too good an Opinion of their 
Diſeretions, to think them capable of making a 
wrong Uſe of the Diſcovery, To begin. 

I was born at a vis in the Country, and be 
it remember'd by the Way, it's to the Wine of 
my Country that I owe the riſe of my Fortune, 

My Father was Farmer to his Patron, à Man 
tn ay rich, (I ſpeak of the Patron) and one 
who wanted nothing but a Title 10 make him 2 
Gentleman, | 

His Poſſeſſons he deriv'd gan his Buſineſs, | 
and had ally'd himſelf to ſeveral Noble Families, 
by the Marriages of two of his Sons,' one of 
which had betaken himſelf to the Gown, and 
the other to the Sword. f 

very grand 


Both Father and Sons liv'd in a 
Manner ; they had 7 the Name of Terres; 
4 2 8 and 
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Fe to ſpeak Truth, I believe had hardly any 
Remembrance of their own, or themſelves either. 

+ Their, Original was bury'd under a heap. of 

immenſe Riches ; tho” every body knew it, yet 
1 ſpoke of itz for the Greatneſs of their Al- 
liances had ſo entirely dazzel'd the Imaginations 
of People, that they now paſs'd undiſtinguiſh'd 
among the moſt honourable both in Court and 
City. The Pride of Men is nothing at the bot- 
tom but an odd. Compoſition of Prejudice: it 


ſeems ſenſible itſelf of = Weakneſs, ok * 1 


Foundation. n 

This was their Situation when 1 4 into 
the World. The Manner which my Father 
farm'd, and which was purchas'd by them, was, 
chiefly: \confderable for the Wine which it Pro. 
duc'd in large Quantities. 

Th Wine was the moſt. exquiſite. in the 
Country, and it was my eldeſt Brother who con- 
vey d it to our Maſter at Paris; for there were 
three Children of us, two Boys and a Girl but 
I was the youngeſt of all. 

„My. Brother, inf one of his Journeys to Paris; 
fell in Love with a Victualler Widow, who was 
pretty rich; her Heart proy'd, no . "difficult 
Conqueſt: in ſhort, ſhe marry'd him with his 
Inheritance, that is to ſay with nothing. 

But his Children have had great Occaſion 
ſince that I ſhould own them for my Nephews; 
their Father, who is ſtill 1 and at pre- 


Buſineſs 805 a Victualler, had the Mortification in 
ten Vears time, to ſee his Family entixely dais; d 
by men of his Wife. 
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As ſor his Sons, my Aſſiſtance has plac'd 
them in a genteel Situation, and they are now 
happily eftabliſh'd-; but for all that, I have made 
them / ungrateful, and by nothing but only re- 
proaching them with a little two much Pride. 
In ſhort, they have chang'd their Names, and 

hold no farther ſpondence with their Father, 
whom beſore they had us d to viſit pretty often. 
But I muſt beg leave to enlarge a Word or 
two more concerning them. eie 
I took notice of their Foppery the laſt time they 
came to ſee him; for in their Diſeourſe they 
call'd him Sir; at which the good Man turn'd 
ſhort, imagining they were ſpeaking toſomebody, 
-who was coming in, that he did not ſee, © © | 
No, no, Brother, cry'd I, there's nobody 
coming in; it's to you they addreſs themſelves: 
to me ſaid he, and why in that manner? What 
my Sons, don't you know me? An't I your 
Father? Ob, yes! ſaid I, you are their Father 
as much as you pleaſe, but it will be unmanner- 
ly to call you-ſo. What! reply'd he, is it ill 
Manners then for a Man to be the Father of 
his own Children? The deuce ! What kind of 
a Faſhion is thispray ß? Wi! 
. - Becauſe, anſwer'd I, the Word Father is too 
-ungenteel and too groſs; it's a Ferm made uſe 
of by none but your little underling ſort of Peo- 
ple; but amongſt Perſons of Diſtinction, ſuch as 
the young Gentlemen your Sons, they always 
ſuppreſs in their Diſcourſe theſe trifling Relations 
of Nature, and inſtead of clowniſhly cry ing, Fa- 
ther! like your Boors and Mechanicks, they ſay, 
Sir which ſounds more like Quality. ail 0 
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My Nephews colour'd, and were very much 
out of Countenance at my Criticiſms upon their 
Impertinence; but their Father was in a down- 
Tight Paſſion, not ſuch a one indeed as became a 
Sir; for his was the Anger of a real Father, and 
a real Victualler. 0 | 
lere if you pleaſe we'll diſmiſs my Nephews, 
they have made me wander a little from my Sto- 
ry; and ſo much the better; for it's proper I 
ſhould accuſtom my Readers betimes to my Di- 
Frum I am not very poſitive whether I ſhall 
guilty of many, perhaps I may, and perhaps 
I may not; I can anſwer for neither; only this 
lam reſolv'd, not to confine my ſelf: I am to 
give you a Relation of my Life, and if I inter- 
mix any thing elſe, it ſhall be nothing but what 
naturally preſents itſelf without my ſeeking. 
I haye already inſorm'd you that it was my el- 
deſt Brother who us'd to convoy to our Maſters, 
the Wine of the Mannor committed to my Fa- 
.ther's Care. W e ele e 
But his marrying having engaged bim to ſettle 
at Paris, I ſucceeded him in his Poſt of being Con- 
voy to the Wine. | 2M 
I was then between eig' teen and nineteen 
(Years of Age; People were pleaſed to tell me I 
was a handſome. Youth; I mean by it, ſuch a 
fort of Handſomeneſs as a Peaſant can be imagi- 
ned to have, whoſe Face is continually \expos'd 
to the Mercy of the Weather, and the Fatigues 
of Husbandrys But ſetting that aſide, I believe 
T really had a pretty good Aſpect; you may alſo | 
dad, that I had ſomething I don't know what, 
of Frankneſs in my Countenance, a 
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brisk Eye, which beſpoke a little Wit, and per- 
haps was not altogether, miſtaken, | 

It was thereſore the Year after my Brother's 
Wedding, that I arriv'd at Paris, with my 
Convoy, and honeſt ruſtick Behaviour. 

I was tranſported to find my ſelf in ſuch a po- 
pulous City ; but whatever I ſaw, rather diverted 
than ſiirpriz'd me; and what they call'd the great 
World, ſeem'd very engaging to me. 

I met with a very welcome Reception at our 
Maſter's Houſe, and was a Favourite with all 
the Servantsin a trice ; ſor I delivered my Opi- 
nion bluntly upon every thing which offer'd it- 
ſelf; and my Sentiments being generally accom- 
pany'd with a good Country Meaning, made 
them take a Pleaſure in asking me Queſtions, 

Nothing but Jacob was talk'd of, for the firſt 
five or fix Days that I was amongſt them. My 
Miſtreſs had alſo a defire to ſee me, upon the Re- 
port which her Women had given of me. 

She was a Woman who paſe'd her Life in all 
the Gaieties of the Beau Monde; ſhe went to 
every -fine Show, ſupp'd abroad, retired to Bed 
at four a Clock in the Morning, roſe again at 
one in the Aſternoon, had her Levy of Lovers, 
whom the receiv'd at her Toilette, read over their 
Billet-Doux, and then let them be all 
the Houſe over, read them who would ; but 
there was no body took notice of this, for her 
Women found nothing at all ſtrange in it, nor 
was her Husband at all ſcandaliz'd at it. They 
ſeem' d to look upon it as one of the unavoidable 
Appendages of Matrimony, As for Madam, 
ſhe was not reckon'd a Coquet at home, nor in- 
deed Was ſhe ; for ſhe 2 97 without Reflecti- 
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en, or without knowing that ſhe was ſo; and 
a Woman will never own that ſhe is a Coquet, | 
when ſhe/ herſelf is ignorant that ſhe is one, and 
lives in her Coquetry with the ſame Eaſe and 
Unconcern, as if ſhe led the moſt decent and ro- 
gular Life imagina ble. 
Such was our Miſtreſs, and this kind of Life 
was as familiar to her as eating and drinking; in 
ſhort it was a little Libertiniſm, but the moſt 
harmleſs in the Worle. 
In calling it a little Libertiniſm, I think I have 
given it its proper Title; for though it was en- 
tirely free from Deſign on her Part, and at- 
tended with no Reflection, yet it was nevertheleſs 
What I have call'd it. „ ee e 
As to the remaining Part of her Character, 
I never ſet my Eyes upon a better Woman; her 
Behaviour exactly reſembled her Countenance, 
which was a beautiful round! © e. 
She was good humour'd and | generous, und 
piqued herſelf {6 little upon Formalities, that ſhe 
was rather familiar with her Servants than other: 
wiſe, abridging the Reſpects of ſome, and the 
Reyerences of others; for plain Dealing with her 
ſupply'd the Place of Politeneſs. In ſhort, the 
was u Character averſe to Ceremony. In regard 
to herſelf, nobody committed à capital Orime, 
+ nor was there any room to dread a Reprimand ; 
for ſhe would rather endure any thing ill done, 
than bear the Fatigue of telling you how te do 
it better, Virtue ſhe lov'd at her Heart, but 
had no Antipathy to Vice; for nothing with 
her was blame-worthy, not even the Malice 
of thoſe whom ſhe heard ſlander her Acquain- 
| It was impoſſible to viſit her without. 
* 4 1 Commendations 
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Commendations or Fkvours ; and I could never 
obſerve that ſhe hated any thing, but the Sin, 
hieb perhaps ſhe' deteſted as deyoutly 'as an 
body. As by! the reſt, ſhe was a Friend to 
the World, and eſpecially to ne, F oibles Foo 
could diſcover in it. Dein 

Good morrow ! my: Lad, ery'd ſhe, when 1 
addreſſed her. Well, and bow do'ſt like Paris? 
Then turning herſelf to her Women, poſitively, 
added ſhe, this Peaſant has a ver) 1 Mein. 

Truly, Madam, anſwer'd 1,” I haue only the 

very worſt in our Village. Go: go; ſaid ſne, you 
neither ſeem to want Wit, nor a good Shape; I 
would adviſe you to ſtay at Faris, enn to 
ſomething in time, 

As God pleaſes, Madam return d I ; but if 1 
have any Merit, I have no Money. 
and Merit are but ſorry Companions, /- 

* You are in the right, | ſaid ſhe, and la 


| aps, 


| but time will remedy that Inconveniende you 
37 ſhall ſtay here, T intend to place you with my 


Nephew, who is juſt come out of Provence. 
T = are going to ſend him . College, and 
It wait' on bim £113, 6 Wen 

Mi God be your Wee Madam, re- 
ply'd I: only pleaſe to tell me whether you are 
refoly'd, that I may write to my Father: I 
ſhall grow ſo wiſe by ſeeing my young Maſter: 
ſtudy, that I dare promife you one Day or o- 

y rv to have Learning enough to read Mafs'to you... 
Why who knows, Madam? As Chante rns 
the World, it's often a Man finds himſelf a Bi- 
ſhop; ora good fat Vicar, without being able to 
divinehow it pen d. enn - 6 15 un! 1 
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She was mightily diverted with my Diſcourſe, 
and her Gaiety ſarvid only | to embolden me; ſo 
that I was not aſham'd of any Impertinencies 1 
ſaid 40 her, provided they were but pleaſant ; 
far not withſtanding my Inexperience, I could re- 
mark that they never hurt a Perſon who is not 
oblig' d to underſtand better; on the contrary they 
do him a ſervice, and it's accounted ſome Merit, 
that he bas Courage enough to anſwer at all. | 
T bis Lad is very diverting, ſaid ſhe,and I am re- 
ſoly d to take Care of him; and pray do you take 
Care of yourſelves, added ſhe, turning to her. 
Women; bis pleaſantry is Matter of Mirth to 
you now, and you are only taken with bis 
Country Talk; but this Peaſant will ſoon become 
dangerous. Remember I have forewarn'd you. 
Oh, Madam, anſwer'd I, there's no room to 
wait the Accompliſhment of that; I never can 
become dangerous, for | I am already ſo, Theſe 
1 axe all very handſome Damſels; and nothing po- 
1 liches a Man ſo much, or makes him ſo ſoon hake 
ä the Village: I find myſelf a Native of Paris 
the moment I fee them. 2 ved 
How's this, cry'd ſhe ? Why thou, art a per- 
ſect Gallant already ; and pray ſor which of them 
do you declare yourſelf?  Favote's. an agreeable 
white, added he: and Mrs. Genevieve a very a- 
gretable brown, ety'd I immediately, | 
1 -- Genevieve bluſhed a little at my Expreſſion ; but 
it was the Bluſh of a tickled — She alſo 
dic her Satisſaction at the preference I gave ber 
| unter: a Smile, which however ſeemed, to fay I 
. the ſume time it declared, 
1 to at nothing but.//his+ dulfoon 0 Blunt · | 
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| Jes certain I was not miſtaken in my Aim, 
as you'll find by the Sequel z-- my Excurſion 
had made a ſhrewd Wound in her Heart, nor was 
I backward in following the Advantage: I made 
no queſtion but ſhe ought to be pleaſed with what 
I faid ; and from that moment reſolved to ob- 
ſerve her narrowly, to know whether I was right 
or wrong in.my Judgment. wr 
N We were going to continue the Converſation, -. 
which began to fall upon the third of Madam's 
Women, who was neither brown, nor white, 
nor of any Colour, but one of thoſe indifferent 
Faces which we ſee every where, and take notice 
of no where. 

I was juſt endeavouring to avoid giving 
my Opinion of her, but with ſuch an aw 
undiſſembled Confuſion, as ſhow'd I meant no 
Panegyrick, when one of Madam's Admirers - 
entered the Room, and obliged us to retire. | 

I was mightily pleaſed with the Step I had ta- 
ken in concluding to ſtay at Paris; for the few 
Days 1 had been there had ſet my Heart in a 
blaze, ſo that in an inftant my Head run of no- 
thing but making my Fortune. 

It was — * to fend my Father an Ac-- 


count of the Poſture of => irs; but for ' 

rt I could not write a Word: However, at ak ; 

bethought my ſelſ of Mrs. Genevieve z and with- 
out any farther Deliberation, away I went, to 
beg the Favour of her to write my Letter. | | 
She was alone when-I ſpoke to ber; and not- 
only wrote it for me, but did it in the prettieſt | 
manner in the World. 

What I dictated, ſhe found lively and ſull of 
Sꝛnſe; ſo that ſhe only corrected my * 1. 


| | ( At) 

Take Care and improve the favourable Opini- 
on my Miſtreſs has conceiv'd of you, ſaid ſne; 
I foreſee your Advancement. Oh! Mrs. Gene- 
vieve, return'd I, if you aſſiſt my Fortune with 

r Friendſhip, there's not a Man in the World 
F- would change Places with; nor can you 
doubt it, when 1 tell you, I love you. How! 


. reply'd ſhe, you love mee] pray, what do you 


mean by that, Jacob? /3 0 SHU IH SV 
What ſhould I mean; anſwered I, but an ho- 


neſt and hearty Affection? Such a one as 2 
am- 


Fellow like me, can't help entertaining for a Dam- 
fel ſo charming as you are : I' know very well, 


that I've little to recommend me, being no- 


thing but a” poor Peaſant as I am; but, by 
Tepiter ! was Ia King, you ſhould: ſoon ſee 


which of us two ſhould be a Queen; it could not 


de me that's certain, therefore it muſt be you: 


nothing can reſute what I have. ſaie. | 


I am very much obliged to thee for harbour ing 
fuch Thoughts of me, reply'd ſhe in a bantering 
Manner; and if you was a King indeed, it 


would deſerve ſome Conſideration. But Mrs. 


Genevieve, ſaid I, there's à great many Men 
belov'd* by handſome Laſſes, though they are not 
Kings; is there no hopes that one Day or other I 


may become like one of them: 


hy really, anſwer'd ſhe, you are very preſ. 


ſing: Where was it you learn'd to make Love? 


Troth! faid I, you ſhould ask that Queſtion of 
your own Merit; I never had any other School- 
maſter, I only repeat what that has taught me. 

Juſt then, Genevieve being call'd by her Mi- 

flreſs, left me, but with a very pleaſant look, ſay ing 
as ſhe went out; go, Jacob, you'll: certainly 
9 e make 
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make your Fortune, m with with all my 
Heart may. , (3 
Many thanks, ſaid I, paying ber at the fame, 
time a Compliment : with my Hat, which had 
more of Affection than Politeneſs in it. I re- 
commend. my ſelf to you, Mrs, Genevieve, pray 
don't forget me ! The beſt way of making my 
Fortune will be to compleat my Happineſs. Af- 
ter which I took the Loteers _ Safin. it to 
the Poſt- Houſe. 140 | 

This Conference which came 44 Geneviews 
had put my Spirits in ſuch a gay Situation, that I 
was grown more diverting than ever. 

For an Improvement of which good Humour, 
I was call'd that very Evening for the Taylor 
who work'd for the Family, to take my Mea- 
ſure. and it's . impoſſible to deſcribe, how much 
this little Acęident contributed to encourage my 
Hopes, and enliven my Imagination. f 

It was to the Goodneſs of my Miſtreſs, that I 
ow'd this Indulgence, + _ 

Two Days afterwards, I had x compleat Suit 
brought me, with Linnen, and a Hat, and all the 
reſt; of the Appurtenances. A Footman who be- 
long'd to the Family, and had taken a liking to 
curd my Hair, which was naturally pretty good; 
my Complex ion was alſo ſomething mended by 
my ſtay at Paris; ſo that when I was beau'd out, 
troth ! !-Facob made a very promiſing Figure. 

The pleaſure, which I conceivꝰd in feeing my 
ſelf'fo well garb'd; made my Countenance more 
lively; and animated it with ſomething which 
look d like the Dawn. of a future good Fortune; at 
leaſt every body ſoretold one for me; and I made 
me Qeſtion of the Truth of their N 


| (14), 
( * — had a * many · Compliments paid me up- 
Mein, and whilſt | was waiting ſor 
my ay Mitre becoming viſible, I went to make 
a trial of my new Attractions upon Mrs. Gene- 
vieve, whom I really thought very agreeable. | 
She ſeem'd perſectly ſurpria d at the Appea- b 
rance I made in my new Array; and for my | ſc 
part I imagin'd my ſelf poſſeſſed with more Wit Fn 
than uſual ; but we had ſcarce began to ſpeak, 7 
before I receiv'd- on Order from my Miſtreſs to 
wait pon her. ö 
This obliging Command redoubled my Grati- 
tude ; + I rather flew than went, ö 
I'm here, Madam! ſaid I, as I entered the | 
Dr, I only wiſh I had Wit enough to thanx 
you as I would ; but 1/41 die for your Service if |? 
D 
your Slave all the Day _ Life. 229; 4 
It's very well, oy e, thou haſt both | 
Senſe and Gratitude, and I'm glad to-obſerve | 
them in thee : thy Suit fits the mighty well; 
thou haſt no longer the Air of a Peaſant : Ma- 
dam, cry'd I, I have the Air of your eternal | 
Inyo ee 6 RED 
eee 
ſhe might examine my Dreſs; it was a plain Suit 
without Livery, She ask'd me who had curl'd 
my Hair, and charg'd me to take particulat care | 
of it adding that it was very becoming, and that 
| the would fain have me be a Credit to her Ser- 
vice. As much as you pleaſe, Madam, reply'd 
I, you don't want Credit; but no Matter, the 
| more the better. It muſt not be forgot, that Ma- 
| Ta CR CAFE 
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her Diſhabille had ſomething ſo provoking in the 


Negligence of it, that I could not help ſtanding 


at full Gaze. | | 13 
My Temper was not naturally indifferent, 
it was far from it; and my Miſtreſs had ſuch a 
bloom in her Features, and ſuch an agreeable Per- 

ſon withal, that in ſpight of me my Eyes would 


Frun away with my Senſes, | 


XZ $he was immediately aware of it, and burſt 
| Fout a laughing at the Diſtraction ſhe obſerv'd 

me in; for my part, when I perceiv'd I was 
Fcatch'd,. I burſt out a laughing too, which the 
Shame of being detected, and the Pleaſure of 
ſceing her, made me half filly, and half tender; 
| thus 1 continued looking at her with a Mixture 


1 of both, but ſaid not a word. | 


Insa this Manner we had a ſilent Interview of 
27 ſome Minutes, which compos'd one of the plea- 
ſanteſt Scenes in the World; when recollecting 
herſelf, with a careleſs Air, Jacab, ſays the, 
what are you thinking of? why Madam anfwer- 
ed I, I was thinking that it does me good to ſep 
you, and that my Maſter has a very fine Lady, 

I don't know what Effect this had upon her, 
but ſhe ſeem'd to me not at all difpleas'd with 
the Freedom of my Humour. . 

The Deux Vous of a Man of the Beau Monde, 
have nothing of Novelty ſor a polite Woman; 
ſhe is us'd to their Expreſſions, which have all 
the ſame caſt, and are ſo familiar to her, that 
her Pride conſidets them only as things of courſe, 
| 2 which are generally nothing but meer Ci- 
vilities. r | | ; 
But chis was not my Caſe ; for my Looks had 
nothing of Gallantry ia them, * 


( 6 ) 

Notion : of a - Compliment.” I was a Peaſant, | 
Young and pretty Handſome withall, and the 
Homage I paid her Charms, proceeded from no- 
thing but the pure Pleaſure "I took in ſeeing. 
them, 'My-Rufticity was void of Diſſimulation, 
and was only the greateſt Flatterer by its not 
knowing how to flatter at all. 

I had other Eyes, other Looks, and another 
ſort of Countenance; which all put together gave 
me very ſingular Attractions. I could perceive” 
my Miſtreſs waz a little touch'd with them. 
+» You are very bold for ſtaring at me in this 
Manner, ſaid ſhe, laughing all the while; truly 
Madam, anſwer'd I, it's none of my Fault; why 
are you ſo handſome ? Get you gone! cry'd ſhe, 
with a peremptory tone, but not an angry one, 
indeed I believe you'd tell me ſo, if you durſt. 
Aſter which ſne ſat down again to her Toilette, 
and I went about my Bufineſs, ſtill turning 'my 
Head to look at her. Nor was my Action un- 
obſerv d; for ſhe follow'd me with her Eyes 
quite tothe bert n 

The ſame Evening ſhe preſented me to her 

| Nephew; and inſtall'd me in his Service, I till 
kept up my Intereſt with'Gemeviewsp but the 
very Moment I perceiv d that my Miſtreſs was not 
diſpleab'd with me, my Inelination for Genevieve 
began to abate of its Fervor ; her Heart ſeem'd no 
more a Conqueſt of Importance, and I no lon- 
ger thought it an Honour to be in her Favour. 
Genevieve s Behaviour was quite different; ſor 
the took à downright liking to me, not only ſrom 
the Hopes ſhe had of my future Advancement, 
but from ã real Prepoſſeion which ſhe had en- 
tertain'd for me; and as I was leſs affidupus in 
noize! ſeeking | 


"4 
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bare ig ig your Power, i and. won't, Ob l hid 
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ſeeking after her, ſhe was more ſo in ſeeking after 


me. She had not been long come into the F amily, 
and my Maſter had hardly ſeen; her yet. ' 
My Maſter and Miſtreſs had each of hams their 
ſeparate Apartment, whence they would ſend in 
à Morning to enquite aſter one- another's Health, 
(which was almoſt the only Communication they 
had together) it happen'd one Morning, that m 
Miſtreſs hearing my Maſter was 4 indiſpos d, 
ſont Genepieve to know ho he ddjſ . 
She met me upon the Stair · caſe as ſhe was go- 
ing, and deſir d me to wait ber coming back. She 
21 a hon time, but at laſt. return'd with Eyes 
full of Coquetter 7). 
Tou'te very merry, Mrs. Convenience, aid L 
as. ſoon as I ſaw ber: Oh ! reply d ſhe, you 
can't gueſs i if es Mund, n 


make my Fortune. 101 


Vou muſt de. very difficult, anſwer'd 1. if you 


ſhe, but-there's, a little Stumbling-blook in the 
way, which I can't ſo well get over; the Con- 
dition of the Obligation is, that I ſhould be 


rather too much at my'Maſter's Command, . who 
has "apy been making a nn r Love | 


to me. 13 
„ That's worth juſt nothing, ad 1. it's in bad 
Money this Fortune of your's.; don't meddle 


with- ſuch Merchandiſe, but en. keep your on: 


remember, when a Maid is once ſold, I would 


not give the Buyer a Farthing for his Bargain. | 
I talked to her in this manner, becauſe 1 


| really lov'd her; a little at the bottom; 1 beſides 
derer pen AO 
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_ continue” him in bis Tutorſhip, "which w a 


(18) 


"You are in the right, ſaid ſhe, a little confſu- 


ted at the Notions I diſcovered z- and for the ſame 


reaſon I turned it all into jeſt ; why I would not 
have any thing to ſay to . if he would give 
me all he's worth. 


You defended yourſelf like 2 perſe Heroine, 


ſaid I; ſor I did not obſerve your Temper much 


rufled when you came from him; that was, replied 

the, becauſe I made a jeſt of every thing he ſaid. 
But it would not be amiſs another time, anſwered | 
I, to put yourſelf in a little Paſſion ; that's a much 
ſafer way than making a jeſt of him; for fear at 
laſt he ſhould make a jeſt of you. We don't 
always win at play, ſometimes we loſe; und 
rr we have once loſt all, why then all's gone. 
At we were upon the Stair-caſe, we thought 
dhe · returned 


proper to drop * Comverſations 


to her Miſtreſs, and I to my young Maſter;awho | 
was making'a Theme, or rather” his Tutor was 
making it for him, that the Proficience of his 


Scholar 


might turn” to his Credit, and thut Credit 


NA 
Genevieve had received her Maſter's Dechm- 
yon with more Complaiſance than ſhe told me. 
This Maſter of mine was not at all 
Man; but the Wealth which he'poſl 


ee ſo that he Was 
ſometimes liberal to an Extrav „ and eſpe- 
-— ada his | eafure was con- 
ce I 

He had made Genevieve a very advantageous 
Offer, on Condition ſhe would entertain him us a 


Gallant; and ſhe herſelf own'd-to me two Days 


W 


A 
never was born to, had — ke 
_ Vanity 


a »* ou Tc ow wm w' 
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the Money itſef which paid 8 


propoſed, that ſhe ſhould have an Annuity: ſettled 


* which ſhe had wrote to one of her Couſins; 


(19) 
afterwards, that he had carry'd it fo. far, as to 
offer her a Purſe full of Gold ; which is cer- 
tainly the moſt dangerous Shape the Devil can 
take to tempt a young Girl who is a little upon 
— Coquette, and à little mercenary into the 
rgain. 
Now Genevieve had a natural Foible to both 
theſe venal Picadilles: ſo that it was not at all 
probable, ſhe would in earneſt make a Jeſt of 
the Courtſhip in Queſtion, I never ſaw her af- 
ter but ſhe was upon the Muſe ; the fight of that 
Gold, and the eaſe of making it her own, had 
entirely turn'd her Head ; her Modeſty could 
ſand its ground no longer, but bled like a 


Coward. 
park (its my Maſter I ſpeak of) was 


© not in the leaſt diſcouraged at recciving a firſt 


Repulſe ; he had obſerved how much her Virtue 
was ſtaggered : and therefore took care to return 
to the Attack better armed than he was before ; 
for which purpoſe he aſſembled a Re-inforce- 
ment of a thouſand little Fineries, which he 
forced her to accept without naming why ; and 
let me tell you, Fineries ready b 
into a Girl's Lap, are to the 


Thus Preſents upon Preſents being given and 
received, without ſaying wherefore, at laſt it was 


upon her, to which was to be added a pretty pri- 
vate Lod odging , which he promiſed to take for ber, 
provided would quit — Miſtreſs, i 

I diſcovered Ul che particulars of this hare 
Treaty, by a Letter which Genevieve drop 


Who, 


8 Cw} 

who, by what J could learn, had nothing to ſubſiſt 
on but what ſhe got by a Treaty of the ſame na- 
ture, which ſhe had concluded with a rick old 
Man, who was mentioned in the Letter. 
But Genevieve had another very ſingular 
Temptation, beſides the mercenary Spirit which 
poſſeſſed her; and that Temptation was me. 

:** T have already told you; that ſhe had taken a 


downright liking to me; and for her part ſhe | 
took it for granted that I was deeply ſmitten by | 
her; though not without frequent Complaints of 
the Indifference I ſhow'd, in neglecting to ſee her 
hen 1 had Opportunities to do it: but that * 
made ample amends for by the Satisfaction I ex- 
preſſed when I was with her; ſo that the Reſult 
of the whole was, that I really lov'd her, as in- 
deed I did; but then it was in ſuch a manner, as 


gave me no Diſturbancte. 4 


This Certainty, and the Fear the was in of N 
Joſing me, (for neither ſhe nor I had any thing) | 
's 


made her bethink herſelf, that her Maſter 
Offers, his Money, and the great things he pro- 
mis'd her, would be a certain means of | 
ing our Marriage; and that this Fortune, when 
ie was poſſeſſed of it, would make me eager in 
my turn, and cure me of thoſe Qualms of Con- 
_ + Tetence which T'ſhew'd at firſt. 
In this thought Genevieve anſwered her Maſ- 
_ - ter's- Careſſes with leſs Rigour than uſual, and 
opened her Hand to receive the Money which he 
Was continually palming upon her... 
Ihn ſuch a .JunQure, when the firſt Step is 
made, the other Foot is already up to ſecond it, 
d then away at a venturrmee . 
Renn en, e: Dit | 
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The poor Girl took all in good part; ſhe was, 
loaded with Gifts, and: had ſoon enough to buy! 
her a Husband : therefore when ſhe found her- 
ſelf in this comfortable Situation, one Day as. 

we were walking together in the Garden which: 
belong'd to the Houſe : My Maſter ſtill continues 
to follow me, ſaid ſhe, ſlyly, but inſuch an honou- 
rable manner, that I can't tell how to be a- 
fronted at it. As to my ſelf, I can depend upon 
my own Diſcretion; but with ſubmiſſion to thy 
better Judgment, I really think it might not be 


amiſs, if I was to take the Advantage of his 
liberal Humour towards me, he knows well: 
enough that his Love ſignifies nothing; for I've 
told him plainly that he ſhan't have his Ends. 


Why, no matter for that ſaid he, I only defire 
ou would take ſomething to remember me by. 
accept what I offer you, there ſhall be no 
ion on your Side, But hitherto I have 
always refus'd his Kindneſs, added ſhe, though I 
believe it was a wrong way of arguing. What 
ſay you? He's my Maſter, he has taken a 


| Friendſhip for me; for Friendſhip or Love, you 
know its all the ſame thing, conſidering how I 


return it. He's rich too: Why look you! it's 
juſt as if my Miſtreſs ſhould give me any thing, 


and I ſhauld refuſe it. Is it not ſo? Prithee 
ſpeak ! | [$10 #7412 or 
Me! reply'd IJ, quite ſhock'd at the Diſpo- - 
ſition I perceiv'd her in, and reſolv'd to leave her 
to the Deyil. and herſelf; iſ things are-as;you ſay, 
why then they re wondrous well. It's certainly ill 
Manners; to reſuſe what a Miſtreſs gives you; 


ſince my Maſter's. like a Miſtreſs, and ſince his 


Love is nothing but - Friendſhip,” why that's 
1e. 1 EX» 


('22'), 
had any Notion of this ſort of Friendſhip, not I: 
. I thought he lov'd you, as one commonly loves 
a pretty Wench ; but fince he's fo modeſt and 
ſo diſcreet, why you may ev'n venture boldly ; 
only take care you don't ſtumble when he 
ſtumbles, for Men are wagygiſh and apt to be 
Oh! reply'd ſhe, let me alone, I warrant I 
know how to manage him; and indeed the was 
in the right on't, for ſhe had not that Leſſon to 
leatn ; what ſhe told me was only deſign'd to 
_ reconcile me to it by little and little. 
Jam tranſported, ſaid ſhe, as the was going, 
that we jump ſo in our Opinions : Fare 
Faced, Your humble Servant, Mis. Genevieve, 
returr'd I, I congratulate you upon the Friend- 
ſhip of your Lover; he is a mighty honeft Gen- 
tleman to be fo ſmitten with Perſon, and to 
hanker ſo little after it: 2 till I ſee 
you again; may Heaven direct you! BEL or 
I faid all this with ſuch a gay Air, as I parted 
from her, that ſhe was not aware I banter'd her. 
Mean time my Maſter's Intrigue with G- 
vieve. began to take Air in the Family z the 
waiting Women her Companions murmur'd 
att, though more pethaps through Envy than 
real Reſentment, de 
Is it not a moſt wicked and audacious thing ? 
ſaid Toinete to me, who was the handſome white 
Girl I ſpoke of. | Huſh! anſwer d I, let's have 
no Diſturbance, Mrs. Toinete.: Who knows how 
things may come round? You have a provoking 
Face as well as ſhe, and my Maſter has a Hawk's 


- * 
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Eye. To Day it is Genevieu?'s turn to be a 
«% Fay , ; 


4 


ſake, if you have none for her, 


Favourite; perhaps it may be your's to Morrow : 
then what ſignifies your railing at her at this. 
rate? truſt mo a little charitable for your owa 


Tainete was fo nettled at my Anſwerp chat ſhe 


went cry ing to complain of me to her Miſtreſs ; 
but ſhe apply'd herſelf to the wrong Perſon to 
meet with Redreſs. My Miſtreſs burſt out a 


ing at the comical Repetition ſhe made of our 
Diſcourſe; the turn I had given it was exactly 
in her Taſte, nothing could be better adapted to 

However the learn'd the Infidelity of her Hus- 
band by it; but that was fo far from being any 
Concern to her, that it was merely a Matter of 


* 


pleaſantry: And art thou poſitive my Husband?s 


in Love with the Creature ? faid ſhe to Tomete, 
with the Air of a Perſon who wanted to be re- 
ſolv'd, whether ſhe ſhould laugh outright or not. 
Irs very pleaſ.nt ; but, Toinete, thou art really 
handſomer than her, which was all Toinete could 
get from her, as I gueſ.'d before hand; for I was 


no ſtranger to my Miſtrels's Temper 


-Gaievieve, who had been deceiv'd by the Air 
with which I anſwer'd her Diſcqurſe copcerning 
my. Maſter's Preſents, and who had ahead a 
plentiſul Hoard of them, came now, to ſhew 
8 to accuſtom me by degrees to ſee the 
wWw fe 100 

At firft ſhe conceal'd her Money from. me, and 
I was only admitted to a fight of ſome. fine Silky 
to make all ſotts of Habits, with variety of Cam- 
bricks” for Head · dreſſes, and a load of Ribbans of 
all Colours: ; and that Ribban itſelf is a terrible De- 
coyer of pretty young Maids, eſpecially walt- 


_ * * She was as 


333 
Oin any thing be imagin'd more generous ? 
ery'd ſnhe, than his giving me all theſe and for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe he likes me. 


= 


Oh] ſaid I, that's no wonder at all; a Man's 


Friendſhip for a pretty Girl will run much greater 
Lengths; he won't ſtop here depend on't : indeed 
reply d The, I'm inclin'd to think ſo; for he of- 
ten asks me if I have not occaſion for 5 Aye, 
to be ſure, ſaid I, you have occaſion ſor it. Vou 
want a great many little Toys beſides theſe; Take 
all, refuſe none, if you can't make uſe/on't, T;can; 
I'll engage to find a way of laying it out. With 
all my heart, cry'd ſhe, quite charm'd with the 
Humour ſhe ſaw me in, and the favourable Pro- 
ſpect it gave her of ſucceeding in her Defigns ; T 
aſſure thee, I ſhall accept it purely upon thy ac- 
count, and thou ſhalt: certainly have ſome, per- 
haps to Morrow ; for there's never à day paſſes 
over my head, but he preſſes it upon me: 
as her Word; and the next 
day I had fix Louis d Ors at my command, which 
with three my Miſtreſs had given me to pay my 
writing Maſter, amounted to nine mighty immenſe 
Piſtoles; which { may venture to ſay was a Trra- 
ſure to g Man who before had never any thing 
better than à few crooked Sods in his Pocket. 
I perhaps to blame for taking Geneviewe's 
Money, and T think, it was not acting according 
to the ſtrict Rules of Honour; for in ſhott, I 
amug'd the Girl with a Notion of my loving 
her, in which I'groſly deceiv'd her: for I had 
no ſonger any Value ſor her; it's true I ftill 
thopg hit her agreeable, but then it was only the 
Opinion of my Eyes, my Heart had no ſhate in 
it. Fe. - $353 490019 el "MILO? NT o 10505 
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+ Beſides the Money which ſhe offer'd me was” | 
Antichriſtian, and I knew it was, which made 
me a kind of Accomplice in all the little Irregu-, 
larities in Point of Virtue which procur'd-it ; at 
leaſt it was encouraging Genevieve to trade on at 
the ſame Rate: But I had no ſuch refin'd Re- 
flex ions at that time of Day, and my principles of 
honeſty were confin'd in a much narrower com- 
paſs : However | am in hopes God has forgiven, 
me the unrighteous Gain on't, becauſe I made a 

very good Uſe of it, and it did me admirable S:r-, 
vice; for I learn'd to write and caſt Accounts by 
the help on't, which was one great ſtep tow 
my Advancement where | am, 

The pleaſure with which I received this Money, 
ſerv'd adly to forward Genevieve in puſhing her. 
Deſigns ; ſhe made no queſtion but I would ſa- 
crifice every thing to the Satisfaction of having 

a great Deal; and in this perſuaſion threw off the 
mask, and herſelf entirely off her guard. 

Follow me, ſ.id ſhe, one Morning, I want 
to ſhew you ſomething. 

I ſollow'd her accordingly, and ſhe led me into. 


her Chamber; where we were no ſooner. enter d, 


but ſhe open'd a little trunk quite full of the re- 
wards. of her complaiſance : In a word, it was 
top-full of Gold, and undoubtedly the Sum muſt 
have been very conſiderable. None but a favou- 
rite of the Devi! could have contriv'd to.damn . 
herſelf at ſuch an expence. Many Women who 
hold their Heads a vaſt deal higher, would jump 
fora ona bull, good a Market as this 


* bad ſome difficulty to conceal the aftoniſh- _ 
ment was in at the ſight of this ſcandalous | 
ai; C Wealth; 
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« Wealth; but ſtill keeping up the ſame air of 
ty I had before affected: and is all this for- 
me too ? ſaid 1; my Chamber is not ſo well ſur- 
niſh'd as your's and this little trunk will become 
it to'a Miracle. 
Ohl! as for this Money, reply'd doe, you won't 
think it amiſs if I never diſpoſe of it except in 
favour of a Husband when J get one. Conſi- 
der of that a little. 

* Froth! ſaid I, I can't tell where to' get you 
one at preſent. I'm acquainted with nobody 
that wants a Wife. And what do'ſt mean by 
giving me ſuch an Anſwer? reply'd ſhe: what 
are thy wits gone a Wook-gatheting? dſt not 
underſtand me then? I don't ask thee to get 
mea Husband ; thou may'ſt be one thyſelf if 
thou will; ben't you a branch of the ſame weod 

a8 they're made of? Pray! ſaid I, no more of 
the Wood, nor the Branches neither, they're 

Words of-ill Omen. But as to the reſt, conti- 
nu'd I, not willing to come to a Quartel, if it 
ftuck at nothing but my being your Husband, I 
would become ſo this Faſtane”; nor ſhould 1 be 
afraid of any thing but dying for Joy: Can you 
make a' doubt oft? is there never a looking 
Glaſs here? Look at yourſelf; and then tell 
me your Opinion. See, if you think I ſhould 
require much time to reſolve whether I'd ſay 1 
will, or I will not, to Mrs. Genevieve; you 

yourſelf can't imagine it, with your Conſiders 
5 Wat T hat*s'not the” Diffchlty. ES 

ell, and What is it then? rected ſue with | 

an eager and contented Look: Oh! nothing but 

a little trifle ſaid I; it's only my Maſter's Friend- 

| ſhip for you, which perhaps may oblige me with 
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the baſtinadoe, if I am too great with his Friend; 
I have ſeen ſuch Friendſhips before now, they. 
have no notion of raillery ; and after. all, pray 
what would you do with a black and blue Hun- 
band ? 

Why, what Maggot has bit you by the Brain 
now, cry'd, ſhe? I'll hold a Wager, if my Ma- 
ſter knew I lik'd you, that he'd be overjoy'd you 
ſhould marry me, and that he'd be at the * 

of the Wedding. 

That's the leaſt of my Care, ſaid I, for that's 
an expence which I can eaſily bear without thank- 

ing any body. But in ſhort, I dare not venture 
a ſtep father; this Friendly of your's is a perfe&t 
Bug- bear. It's very ſuſpicious that his honoura- 
ble Affection is nothing but Grimace, and I'm 
deſperately afraid that he's no better than a fox in 
lamb's Cloathing, who only watches his op- 
portunity to ſnap up the Pullet, and when he 
ſees ſuch a little animal as me noſe after her, I 
leave you' to judge whether he won't baulk the 
Scent ; and if this hypocrite of a Fox will ſuffer 
me'ſo muchas to touch a Feather ! | 

And is that the only block you ſtumble at, re- 
ply'd ſhe? Is that all? You may depend upon't, 
faid I; Well, well, anſwer'd ſhe, I'll ſet: thee eaſy 
upon' that Saddle, and 'will convince thee that no- 
body watches to ſnap the Pullet. But I ſhould 
be aſhamed to have any body catch thee here, 

we'll part for the preſent; but I'll warrant our 
buſineſs done, 

Upon this I left her, a little uneaſy how our 
adventure might end, and with ſome regret for 
having taken any of her Money; for Iimmediately 

ks _ what biaſs ſhe'd: take to come round = 


C 2 


(28). 
I expected my Maſter to interfere in the Affair, 
nor was J miſtaken. i 
The next Day a Footman came with a Meſ. 

i ſage, that m * Maſter wanted to ſpeak with me; 

_— accordingly I waited on him; but was very much 

_ -cmbaraſſed about the Manner of my Appearance. 

Well, Mr. Jacob, ſays he, pray how does your 

4# young Maſter ? Does he ſtudy hard? He's ſeldom 

| | idle, Sir, faid I ; well, and how does Paris agree 

'2 Frith you ? (aid he. | 
| Toth! Sir, anſwer'd I, I eat and drink with 
3 as goed an Appetite here as any where. 

I underftand, ſaid he, that thy Miftreſs has ta. 
ken thee under her Protection, and I'm very glad 
of it ; but you don't tell me all; I can hear news 

q of you ; you're a brisk Spark I aſſure you, why 

. here you have not been amongſt us above two or 

three Months, and yet you have made a Conqueſt - 

ety: No fooner in the Warren, than after the 
retty Girls; faith, Genevieve perfectly doats on 
thee, I ſuppoſe there s no love loſt between 


8. Alas Sir, faid I, what can the poor Girl 
have done to deſerve my hatred? Oh! faid he, 
ſpeak boldly, you may open your Mind to ine. 
, Your Father has been many Years in my Service, 
and 1 have always found him ſo faithful, that it 
oferjoys me to think I've an occaſion of ſhew- 
ing kindneſs to the Son : it's happy for thee, that 
thou'rt a Favourite with Genevieve, and J approve 
her Choice. . Thou'rt young and well- made, and 

F - as 'm' told, prudent and active; as for her Part, 

"Genevieve is a very agreeable Girl. 1 havea par» 

"ticular value for her Parents, and took her into 

the Houſe for no other reaſon than to have her 


8 (29) | 
near me, when any thing offer'd for her Service. 
Her prepoſſeſſion for thee a little diſconcerts my 
Meaſures. ; for thou haſt nothing, and I intended 
to have match'd her mo e to her advantage; but 
in ſhort ſhe loves thee, and will hear of nobody 
elſe ; why let it be ſo, I think my good Offices 
may amply ſupply thy deficience, and ſtand thee 
inſtead of a Patrimony. I have already preſent- 
ed her with a conſiderable Sum of Money, and 
will inſtruct thee how to lay it out; but I'll do 
4 more, I'll. furniſh you a little Houſe, of which 
| 'T'll pay the Rent myſelf, and eaſe you of that 
| Burthen, till it better ſuits your convenience to 
bear it. As to any thing elſe you need not trouble 
your ſelf; for I dare promiſe to procure you ſome 
very profitable Poſts. Live well with the WifeI 
give thee, ſhe's of a very tractable diſpoſition and 
+ very. modeſt ; but above all, remember that at 
* leaſt one half of what I do in this Affair, muſt 
be plac'd, to thy own Account; for notwithſtand- 
ing the kindneſs which I have for Genevieve's Pa- 
rents, I ſhould not have went ſo far, if I had not 
ſtill greater for thee and thine, Beſure ſpeak no- 
thing of it, thy Mifſtreſs's Companions would ne- 
ver let me reſt, but would continually teaze me, 
to get them Husbands as well as her. I'd have 
. you take leave vithout much ceremony; you may 
ſay you're offer'd a Place of more advantage, and 
one that ſuits you better. Genevieve for her part 
ſhall pretend the neceſſity of a journey to ſee her 
Mother, who is very ancient. As ſoon as you're 
out of the Houſe, you may get married directly. 
Farewell; don't ſtay for thanks, I'm a little bu- 
ſy at preſent; but go and acquaint Genevieve 
. | + with 
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nd, (go) . 


with what I've ſaid to you, and take that little 


Purſe of Money which lies upon the Table; it 
will ſerve to bear your Expence at the Tavern, 


whilſt you wait there till Genevieve comes to \ | 
| You. | : 


I ſtood like a Statue during this Diſcourſe ; for 

on one hand the Advantages which he offer'd me 

were very conſiderable. | 
I faw,at my very firſt ſetting out, that I who 


| had neither anyAcquirement, nor any Preferment 


to recommend me, but was only a poor Peaſant, 
who had no proſpe& but working all my Days 


for a livelihood (and even that livelihood in my 
moſt diſtant Hopes was nothing in compariſon 
of the propoſal made me) I ſaw I fay a pretty 


Settlement juſt ready to drop into my Mouth. 


And what a ſort of Settlement: Why, a 
Houſe compleatly furniſh'd from top to bottom, a 
great deal of ready Money, with profitable Poſh | 
which I could infift upon being provided 10 


upon the Spot. In ſhort, the protection of a 


Man in Power, with ſuch a Situation as would 


make me eaſy the firſt Day, and enrich me af- 
8 | Fr 5-1-0 


Was not this Adam's Apple in a literal Senſe? 


I can't ſay but I reliſh*d the Propoſition, the 


ſuddenneſs of this Fortune put my Spirits in a 
futter; my Heart beat, and my Eyes ſparkled. 


To have no trouble but the bare giving one's 


Hand to be happy, what flattering Temptation 


Was it not enough to make a Perſon 'paſfive in 
„ 


But on the other ſide, this Honour pleaded bis 


OCauſe in my Heart, which was in a perfect 


 Vproar, whilſt Ambition pleaded his. In Favour 


of 


'(3r ) 
of which ſhall I decide, thought I? 1 hardly know 
which to hear. TS i 

Said Honour to me, ſtand; your Ground firm, 
g deſpiſe the ſcandalous Advantages they offer thee, 
they'il all loſe their Charms when you have once 
/ marry'd Genevieve; the remembrance of ber 

Fault will make her inſupportable to thee, and 
though thou art but a poor Peaſant, yet fince I 
have got a footing in thy Breaſt, ſhall turn 
Tyrant, I ſhall perſecute thee all the Days of 


and thou and thy Wife will live but a helliſh ſort 
of Life ; every thing will go-to Rack, and de- 
pend upon it her Gallant will revenge her Quarrel; 
for . ſhe will always have it in her Power to ruin 


think well upon that, Zach / the Fortune of thy 
was a deceiver from the beginning; he will cer- 


meer pleaſure of damning thee by Deſpair, aſter 
having gall'd thee by ſuch a Merchandizae. 

' The Repreſentations. of Honour may perhaps 
j be thought a little tedious ; but there is a Neceſ- 
ſity be ſhould ſpeak a good while; in order to 


make an-Impreſſion, he has more difficulty to 


| + perſuade than the Paſſhons, we ' 
A s for Example, Ambition anſwer'd all this by 


only a Word or two; but though his Eloquence 


was fo laconick, yet it was very forcible | 
What the plague Buſineſs of thine is it, ſaid 
he, to concern thy ſelf about that Chimera call d 
Honour? Does it not become thee wonderfully 
to pique thy ſelf about ſuch Punctillioes, wretched 
TRY C 4 Clown 


. 


* 


thee, you won't be the firſt that has been ſerv'd ſo; 
intended is a Gift of the Devil's, and the Devil 
tainly hook it from thee one Day or other, for the 


thy Life ; thy Infamy will be ſpread abroad.every _ 
where, thy Houſe will become thy Purgatory, - 


* 


ing on 
F+- * + 
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632) 
"Clown as thou art? Aye, aye, away with thee and 
thy Honour to the Hoſpital, you will both make 

- an admirable Figure there to be ſure. $347 
Not ſuch an admirable Figure neither, reply'd 
to my ſelf, its burying Honour to put it in an 
"Hoſpital ;'I can't fancy it can ſhine much there. 


But does Honour always bring one thither ? 


Yes, faith, very often ; or if not there, at leaſt 
thereabouts. b 
But can a Perſon be call'd happy, when he is 


© » aſham'd'of being ſo ? or can there be any Satiſ- 


faction in living well againſt the Grain? What 
A2 Labyrinth lam in 1 
-  'This. was the whole of what crowded itſelf 
into my Mind in an Inſtant, and for an Addition 
to my Confuſion, I could not help now and then 
caſting an Eye towards the Purſe which lay on 
the Table, it ſeem'd exceeding well lin'd, what 
- - pity to loſeit ! ka 
In the mean time, my Maſter being ſurpriz'd - 
that I neither gave him any Anſwer, nor made 
the leaſt offer to take the Purſe, which he had 
laid there to enforce his Diſcourſe ; ask'd me, 
* what I was thinking on? What have you never 
a Word to ſay, added he ? Tra34s 99 
Truly, Sir, return'd I, was thinking, and 
thinking a great deal; you ſhall know what if 
you pleaſe : But you muſt excuſe my Frankneſs : 
Suppoſe I was you, and you me, why then do 
vou ſee you would be a poor Man; but do poor 
en love to be Cuckolds'? Yet perhaps you'd 
be one if I ſhould marry you to Genevieve, 
That's all, Sir, this is the Subject I was ruminat- 


How 


( 33) 


How is this! cry'd he immediately, is not 
SGSentcuieve a modeſt Girl ? very modeſt, reply d 


I, as to what concerns the carrying a how d' ye, or 


dropping a Courteſy ; but as to making a Man a 
good Wife, I malls acknowledge I have no very 


| ſuperlative Notions of the Modeſty ſhe has for. 
that Purpoſe, 


And pray what haſt thou to reproach her with" 
faid he; ha, ha, ha, Sir reply'd I, you know | 
beſt the Jong and the ſhort of that Affair, you was 
by, and I was not; but I hope there is no offence 
in gueſſing. Pardon me, Sir, I only beg to be 
reſoly'd one Queſtion, which is, whether a Gen- 
tleman has any Occaſion for a Chamber-maid ? 


or if he has one, whether ſhe is the proper Per- 


fon to undreſs him? for my Parts. I always. 


thought otherwiſe. 
Ob! upon my Word faid he, Tac, you 


| ſpeak. very ingenuouſly, I underſtand you; though 


you are but a Peaſant, I find you don't want 
it. Therefore pray afford me your. Attention, 


to what I am going to ſay in my turn. 


All you imagine about Genevieve. is entirely 


ſalſe 3 but ſuppoling it true, you have ſeen thoſe- 


Gentlemen Who come here to viſit me, they 
are all Perſons of Conſideration, are very rich, 


and have great Attendance. 
But let me tell you, that there is ſome amongſt: 


them whom it is not neceſſary to name, who owe 
the riſe of their Grandeur to nothing but their? 
marrying with your Genevieve's. 


1 


Now, do you conceit yourſelf a better Min than- 
any of them? or is it the fear of being laugh'd at, 


which frights you ? and who muſt laugh at yu? 


WhO knows you? or are you a Creature of any 
C5. Conſequence: 


Keeping, yet l 


oy ( 34) 
* Conſequence in Liſe? Pray, who will trouble 
© their Heads about your Honour? or will any 
body ſo much as imagine you have any belonging 
to you, wretch as you are? you hazard nothing 
but one thing, and that's this, the having as 
many envy your ' Circumſtances, as there are 
People of. your Station acquainted with you. Go, 
go my Lad, the Honour of ſuch as you, is to 
; fie wherewithal to ſubſiſt, and-wherewith to 
raiſe themſelves out of their original Obſcurity. 
Do you underſtand me? the meaneſt of Men in 
this World, is he that has nothing in it. 
No matter for that, Sir, return'd T, with an 
Air half Sorrow and half Mutiny ; I had rather 
be the meaneſt of Men, than the moſt-unhappy. 
The pooreſt Beggar can always eat his Bread 
- With a guſt when it is given him; but an un- 
** happy Man has never an Appetite to any thing; 
the moſt delicate Morſel can yield him no 
Comfort, though it was even the Wing of a Par- 
tridge: And ay T think a good Appetite worth 
ould loſe-mine for all my good 
; » Cheer, if I ſhould marry your Chamber-maid, 


% = 


; =" Your reſolution is taken then? ery'd my: Maſ- 


ter: Troth! yes, Sir, anſwer'd I, I am forry for 
it; but what would you have me do? In our 
Village we have a Cuſtom of marrying none but 
* Maids, and if there happens to be any Girl who 
has been Chamber-maid to a Gentleman, hy 
"the muſt ev'n content herſelf with a Sweet. Heart; 
for as ſor the chance of a Husband, there's no 

ſuch thing; if it rain'd Husbands, not on ewould 
drop for her; it's a rule amongſt us, and eſpe- 
_ Cially in our Family. My mother was marry'd 
a a Maid, her Grandmother the ſame; and ſo 
„ | from 
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635) | 
from Grandmothers, to great Grandmothers ; 
I am come into the World directly as I tell you 
and am oblig'd to make no Alteration in that | 
particular, Louth 
I had ſcarce explain'd my ſelf in this deciſive 
Manner, when frowning upon me with a Coun- 
tenance full of Fury and Indignation ; You are 
a Raſcal, ſaid he, here you have openly pretended 
Love to Genevieve in my Houſe ; at firſt you - 
was ambitious of nothing but the Happineſs of 


-marrying her, as ſhe has told me, and the others 


of my Wife's Women can teſtify ; but now you 


have the Impudence to accuſe her of not being a 
Girl of Honour: It ſeems you have got that 
impertinent Notion in your Head; and conſe- 
quently I do not queſtion but your Tongue runs 


accordingly, when you talk of her; you are a 


Perſon who have no conduct in your Diſcoutſe; 
and it's me, nothing but my pure good will to- 
wards her, that is the Occaſion of all your In- 
- juſtice to her. No, no, Mafter Faceb, I ſhall - 


take another Courſe; and fince I have troubled my 


- ſelf iſo far as the being concern'd at all in the 
Affair, and ſince you have had Money of ber, 


upon the footing of a Perſon who was to be her 


Husband; I ſhan't allow you to make a Fool of 
her. I won't leave you at liberty to hurt her, and 


if you do [not marry ber, I declare to you, that 


your next Buſineſs ſhall be with me. Determine 
your ſelf, I give you four and twenty Hours, 
chuſe either her Hand or a Jail; that is all L have - 
to ſay to you. Away, be gone you Villian ! 


This Order and the Epithet which back'd it, 


frighten'd me ſo, that I made but one Step to 
the Door. een 


Genevieve, 


(36) | 
' Gmevieve, who had been inform'd of the Hour 
when her Maſter would ſend for me, waited my 
return upon the Stair-caſe..., 092 
So, fo, faid ſhe, as if our Meeting was acci- 
dental, what have you been with my Maſter ? 

What does he want with you? | 

Softly, Mrs. Genevieve, ſaid 1; I have four 
and twenty Hours before me, to give you an 
Anſwer, and I ſhan't ſay a word what I think 

till the laſt Minute. "1434 


Upon which, I bruſh'd forwards with an Air 


very grum and a little brutiſh, leaving Gene- 
vieve quite. ſtupify'd, and with her Eyes upon 
the full Stretch, as if they ſeem'd diſpos'd for 
crying; but that.ne'er concern'd me; for the 
alternate of her Hand, or a Jail, had ſo effectu- 
ally rooted out the little kindneſs I had remain - 
ing for her, that my Heart was as clean and as 
trim, as if ſhe had never been there; without 
_ reckoning the fright I was ſeiz'd with, and 
which of itſelf was antidote enough againſt 
., Tenderneſs, , * if 
... Shecall'd me back ſeveral times with a plain- 
tive Voice: Why Jacob? Pray ſpeak to me 
Facob! Four and twenty Hours hence, Mrs. Ge- 
+, nevieve, cry'd I; and immediately; to my Heels, 
Without knowing where I was running; for. I 
. was like one loft in- a wood. | 5k 


Bie at laſt 1 found myſelf in the Garden, 


With an aking Heart, regretting the honeſt 
. brown Bread in the Country, and curſing the 
Girls at Paris, whom they force you to mart 


with a Piſtol at you breaſt. I had rather, ſaid I, 


to myſelf, buy a Wiſe at the Broker's. What 
an unfortunate wretch Jam! | 
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(37) 

The Circumſtance I was in made me ſo com- 
paſſionate of my ſelf, that I burſt out a crying, 
and was juſt turning into a little Grove -to vent 
my doleful Exclamations, when I met my Miſ- 
treſs coming out with a Book in her Hand, - 

And what is the Matter with thee, my poor Ja- 
cob! ſaid ſhe, with thy Eyes bath'd in Tears thus ? 
Oh Madam, return'd I, throwing my ſelf 
at her Feet, oh my good Miſtreſs, your poor 
Jacob muſt be haul'd away to Priſon, when the 
Clock ſtrikes four and twenty Hours hence. 

To Priſon! cry'd ſhe, haſt thou committed 
any baſe Crime then? Quite the contrary, anſwer d 
I; it is becauſe I won't commit one. You or- 
der'd me to be a Credit to you, you may re- 
member you did, Madam! but how is it poſſible ? 
How can I get any Credit for you ? when 
won't ſo much as let me keep the little I have 
for my ſelf, My Maſter ' ſays he won't ſuffer 
me to give my. ſelf the Air of having any. 
W hat a deplorable Place is this, Madam ! here a 
Man muſt be laid by the Heels for ſtanding upon 
his Credit; but he that has none to ſtand on, 
muſt be entertain'd in the beſt Parlour, Marry a 
Gentleman's Chamber-maid, and you ſhall have 
Purſes of Money; but take an honeft Gitl, and 
they will clap you on a Stone Doublet, - This is 
my Maſter's notion of the Matter, Madam, who 
begging your Pardon, would have me marry his 
.Chamber-maid. | * | 8 An 1205 
Prithee explain thy ſelf a little better; ſaid my 

Miſtreſs, biting her Lips to contain laughing; 
] do not underſtand thee. What is this thou art 
raving about a Chamber-maid ? Has my Husband 

one then? Les, he has Madam, ſaid I, he has 
4 N your's ; 
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(38) 
-your's; it is Mrs, Genevieve mean, who haunts 
me like a Ghoſt, and whom they command me 
"> take to Wife, 

Harkee ! Jacob, ſaid ſhe, Tadviſe thee-to lay 
thy Hand upon thy Heart, and conſult that. 
hy, Madam, anſwer'd I, my Heart and 1 


"have been arguing it over already till we are both 


tit'd, and my Heart abſolutely refuſes to hear a 
Word more about it. 
However it is certain, ſaid ſhe, it would make 
thy Fortune; my Husband would tick cloſe by 
Lhe) know he would. 

But pray! Madam, faid T, for Charity's 
ſake — 9 a little, how you'd like to have 
-Child'ren call you Father, when you knew in 

on Conſcience they ly'd? It's a terrible 
Fu, and yet if I marry Genevieve, I'm in dan · 
of no no other ſort of Children than 
ſhall ll be oblig'd to provide them Nur- 
. which will break my Heart, and you'll 
:ſoon ſee an End of poor Jacob Lhave a natural 
averſion, Madam, to fo Children that come in at 
Window, and yet I've only four and twenty 
Hours to reſolve whether I ſhan't have perhaps 
* Dosen to my own ſhare, Pity me, 2 1 f 
and lend me your Aſſiſtanee. This jall they 
threaten me with diſtracts me, and 1 fancy 
it . be moſt adviſable to run away. 
| o, no, - reply*d ſhe, I forbid thy attemp- 
8 it. I'll ſpeak to my Husband myſelf, and 
will engage no harm ſhall come to thee. Go, 
a return to thy Buſineſs, and make thyſelf eaſy. 
Aten this difcoutſe ſhe left me, to purſue her 
Reading; and I went to a my youbg ** 
utter Who was not very well. 


| th 
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Maſter: purſu'd, and 1 run from him; but at laſt 


(39) | 
In going back * impoſlible for me to 


Mc paſſing by 'Genevieve's room, the door of 
which I found Arca and ſheiherſelf all in Tears 
fitting there, and watching for me. 


Art thou there then? ungrateſul 'Traytor ! 
cry'd ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, thou Villain! 
Who not content with refuſing my Hand, 


Joadeſt me with Shame and Diſzrace. (She had 


hold of my Sleeve, whilft ſhe apeſirophir'y me in 


this Manner.) 


ee 


ſay that Pm not a Girl of Honour? 


For God's ſake! Mrs. Genevieve, ſaid I, give 


me time to conſider. It's neither your being, or 
not being a. Girl of Honour that I heſitate at, 
it's only your little Trunk full of Gold, and 
your other fine Gew-gaws, which I really believe 
would be as much ſor your Honour to be with- 
out. As your Honour was before I lik d it well 
enough; but what ſignifies our talking at this 
rate f Why ſhould you and 1 quarrel? Indeed 
you was to blame] added I with a wheedle; 
hy could not you as well have told me the truth 
without diſguiſe 7 There's nothing ſo enga 

as Sineerity: and yet you are a diſſembler: Tk 


you acknowledged" your little trip, why I ſhould 


not have took ſo much Notice; becauſe then one 
knows not what to truſt to; and at leaſt a Wo- 


man's oblig'd to 2 Man, -for taking things ſo ci- 
villy; but to ſotce the bit into my Mouth, and 


to eome over me with ſuch round · about Stories ! 


In ſhort it was not uſing me fair, you to 
have made a generous Conſeſſion. Well, Jacob, 
ſaid ſhe, I won't ſell you a Pig in a Poke; my 


4 3 (40 

dae threw Money, and fine Cloaths and a Houſe 
ready furhiſh'd at my Head; which gave me ſuch 
a dizzineſs, that I was forc'd to ſtop, and ſo [ 
have pick'd up the Money and the fine Cloaths 
and the Houſe, will you go my halves? You find 
how I talk to you now ! Reſolve, me that, and 

then you ſhall hear. what l have further to ſay. 
lere Genevieve's Tears redoubled and rain'd a 
[little Ocean, whilſt ſhe graſp'd both my Hands 
without ſay ing a Word; ſuch difficulty poor 

Truth to find an utteran ce! 
hut at laſt, as I was endeavouring to comfort 
her, by preſſing her to ſpeak ; if L could but con- 
fide in thee ! cry'd ſhe, and why not? ſaid. I; 


come my ſweet Girl, have a good heart! Alas! 


-anſwer'd ſhe, the Love I bear you, is the 00ca- 
ſion of allthis; 1 4 lt 97 
That's ſomething very ſurpriſing! return d 

immediately; without that, added ber 1 could 


have deſpie d all the Gold and all the Fortunes in 


the World but I thought to have ſecur d thee mine 
by the proviſion my Maſter promis d to make 
for us, and that thou would'ſt have been glad to 
ſee me rich. But alaſe how I'm deceiv'd ! 
now thou reproacheſt me with what I had never 
yielded to, but thro! my over · ſfondneſs for. thee, 
ler Words were ſo many Arrows which pierc'd 
my Heart. I learn'd nothing new from what 
the (aid; for I could eaſily penetrate into the bot- 
tom of the Affair, without her telling me; but 
for all that, when I heard it acknowledged by 
her on Mouth, it appear d like. ſomething per- 
| - efedly ſtrange to me, I could not help bein 
thunder · ſtruck as by a ſudden Surpriee. 
- 1 lad already vow'd that I would never concer 
* my- 


— 
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myſelf any more about Genevieve, and I look'd 
upon it as an eſtabliſh'd Reſolution ; but undoubt- 
edly I had ſome ſparks of the old Fire ſtill alive 
in my Heart, or I could not have been ſo ſhock'd 
as | was; but it all went out in an inſtant. 
However, I conceal'd what paſs'd within my 
Breaſt from Genevieve: Alas! ſaid I, what you 
tell me is a very unlucky Affair. | 
How! Jacob, cry'd ſhe, with Eyes which 
implor'd forgiveneſs, and which inded were made 
to obtain it too, is not one ſometimes more ir- 
reconcileable to a pretty Girl on ſuch a ſcore than 
to an ordinary one? How ! did you only abuſe me, 
when you made me hope that a little Sincerity 


would ſet us right again? 


No, ſaid J, I have ſwore to ſpeak loyally to 
you; but I'm of Opinion that my Mind is changd. 
And why is it _ my dear Jacob! cry'd 

Girl that loves thee fo 
well as I, and for the future thou may ſt 4 447% 
upon the Prudence of my Conduct. „that's 
the misfortune, interrupted I, this prudence comes 


too late, it's like a Phyſician to a dead Patient. 


What! reply'd ſhe, muſt I loſe thee then? As 
to that, ſaid I, I'll conſider on't; but I muſt have 
a little time to ſettle with my Heart; at preſent 
it's upon the Chagrine, and I'm going to uſe it to 
bear the fatigue, Give me leave to retire, and 
ponder a while, | | 
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You may as well ſtab me with a Dagger, faid 


ſhe, as not take your reſolution upon the Spot. 


It's impoſſible, anſwer'd I, I can't fo ſuddenly 
know my own Mind; have Patience, you ſhall 
hear my Anſwer preſently, and perhaps good 
News with it; yes, yes, preſently, don't __ 


_ — - 


| ſelfeaſy, and may Heaven direct us both. 


Chamber, with a firm reſolution to run away, if 
my Miftreſs ſhould fail in her promiſe of putting 


ſmile, and which they run to tell me to chuſe, 


When 1 heard a great buſtle in the Houſe; the || ** 
- Servants run up and down Stairs in a great 'bur- 
1; oh my God! what a diſmal Accident is this | 
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of humour: adieu, my little Heart! make your- 


With this I left her, and ſhe ſaw me part 
with ſuch a tender regret, that I was really a- 
ſham'd for not calming it ; but as I cared for no- 
thing but being rid of her, I even march'd to my 


an End to my Perſecution. 

I heard the ſame Day, that Genevieve was gone 
to Bed very ill, and that ſhe was ſeiz'd with vio- 
lent Pains at her Heart; Accidents related with a | * 


Six or ſeven of the Servants, and particularly the 
waiting Maids, came to whiſper it me as a Secret, 
As for me, I gave them no Anſwer, I had too 
much care upon my Spirits to amuſe myſelf with 


the chit-cbat of any of them, and therefore kept 
Cloſe to my little hole till ſeven a Clock at} © 
| Night. dh 


I counted the Clock, for I lent a very watch- || © 


ful Ear to it, becauſe I deſign'd to ORs to ad 


Miſtreſs, whom a flight indiſpoſition had m 
der'd from going abroad. 


Accordingly I was prepraing to wait on her, 


cry*d one aloud ! 
T his diſturbance ſurpriz'd me, and 1 went 


out of my Chamber to know the meaning of it, 


W 
M 
The firſt Object I encounter'd, was an old th 
Valet de — of my Maſter's, who lifted E 
up his Hands to — ſigh'd, wept, and rav'd, 


oh! the miſerable Man that A Wanne, th 


oh!] th 
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h! the Misfortune! What's the Matter, Mr. 
Dubois, ſaid I? what has happen'd ? 

Alas! my Lad, ſaid he, my Maſter's dead, 
and I have the ſtrongeſt Inclination in * World 
to drown my ſelf in the River. 

As he was in no danger, I would not ſtay to 
diſſuade him, for there was no likelihood of "his 
chuſing the Water for his Grave, who was a 
ſworn Foe to that Element: It could not be leſs 
_ thirty Years fince the old drunkard had taſted 
a Drop, 

But upon the whole he had good Grounds 
for his Afliction, for he had loft a very great 
Bene factor; he had been Pimp to his Maſter 
fifteen Years, and had always been laviſhly paid 


by him, beſides what he cheated him of. 


Therefore I left him and his Grief together, 
which was half real and half maudlin (for his 
Skin was full of Wine when I met him) and run 
to enquire into the truth of what he told me. 

Nothing was more certain than his Report, 
my Mafter was taken off by an ApopleRick F Fit. 
ſt ſeiz'd him as he was alone in his Cloſet, 
ſo that he had no aſſiſtance; but was ſound by a 
Servant ſetting dead in an Arm- chair, at his 
Bureau, where lay a few Lines of Gallantry, 
which, by what one could judge, feem'd intended 
for ſome Lady of Pleaſure; for I believe there 
was nobody in the Houſe but read them ; my 
Miſtreſs took them up in the Cloſet, but drop'd 
them again in the Surprize which this terrible 


Spectacle occaſion'd her. 


For my part, I muſt frankly acknowledge, 
that the ſaddennefs of his Death rathEr ſurpriz'd 


than afflicted me. * s likely I thought it 4 proper 3 
6 N 
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at leaſt I ſeem'd to Breath more freerly, and then 

Deceas'd having threaten'd me with a Jail ſerv'd 

F as an excuſe for the hardneſs of my Heart; his 
Menace had alarm'd me, and his dying freed me 
from that uneaſineſs, and added new Motives to 
my reſentment againſt Genevieve. | 

Alas! poor Girl, nothing but ill luck attended 
her that Day. She heard the unuſual Diftur- 
bance as well I, and call'd to a Servant as the lay þ 
in Bed to enquire the Cauſe. 

The fellow ſhe addreſs'd herſelſ to, was. one a n 
of thoſe errant Brutes, or - Valets, call them 
which you pleaſe, Who in a Family have no re- And 
ſpect for anything but their Wages and their ein 
Vails, their Maſter is always a Stranger to them, 
and may die, rot, or flouriſh, for what they care 
a Farthing; whilſt they're paid they'l ſay, and Epi 
' ſteal what * 

Tho the ſeiption I have given of him, is 
not very neceſſary to my Story; yet the Picture 
have drawn may perhaps be of Service to my 

Readers, in warning them againſt entertaining 

any Scoundrg] that reſembles him. 

This then was the gloomy Animal that came 

at Genevieve's Call ; and being ask'd by her «x de 1 

meaning of the buſtle ſhe heard; why, cry'd 
he, my Maſter's dead ! 

The —— of this News, join'd to her former 

indiſpoſition, threw Genevieve into a Swoon. 

Undoubtedly the Fellow did not amuze him- 

- ſelf much in in aſſiſting her, the little Trunk of 
Money I have already %oke of, and which was 
- ill ſtanding ori the I able, took up all his Atten - he 
tion; in ol from that omen} bot grand che al 
SLAG 1,04 Trunk _ 
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runk were inviſible; they were never ſeen aſter- 
the wards, and in all Appearance went both together. 
„d Other Misfortunes ſtill waited us; the report 
his pf my Maſter's Death was ſoon noiſed abroad ; 
me nobody was acquainted: with his Affairs; my 
to Miſtreſs had - hitherto liv'd in an Affluence of 
_ {which ſhe knew no Source; but had enjoy'd in a 
ed perfect T ranquillity. 
r- But ſhe was cruelly undeceiv'd the next Day; 
ay a thouſand Creditors crouded in upon her, with 
ommiſſaries and the reſt of their rabble. It was 
ne a moſt terrible Diſorder, | 
ml The Servants grew clamorous for their Wages, 
re- Ind ſtole what they could in waiting till they re- 
eirfceived them. 
m, The Memory of my Maſter was alſo -ill- 
are treated; ſeveral made no ſcruple to give him the 
nd pithet of Raſcal. Said one, he has cheated me. 
\nother, I truſted a great deal of Money in his 
is hands, what the D--v--/s become ont? 
ne] At laſt they inſulted the Splendor of his Wi- 
dow ; they preſerv'd no Decency even in her 
Preſence, and ſhe was ſilent leſs thro' Fame 
han Conſternation. 
This Lady had never known what it was to 
uneaſy, and in the ſorrowſul Experience ſhe 
dow had of it, I verily believe, that her Aſtoniſh- 
ent at her Condition ſav'd her half her Grief . 
Imagine to yourſelf a perſon ſuddenly ranſ- 
ported into a frightful Country, of which what- 
- Ever ſhe had ſeen before, could give her no man- 
offer of Idea; this was exactly her caſe. 
ras As to my ſelf, tho! 1 was neither afflicted at 
3 he Death of: her. Husband, nor indeed had any . 
alon to be ſo; For 4 I made ample Amends * ; 


N 
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this excuſable Unconcern, by my Compaſſion to 
his Wife; I could not ſee her weep, without 
weeping with her, and methought if I had Mil- 
lions, I could have given it her with an unuttera- 
ble 'Sattisfaftion ; for ſhe was my Benefactreſs. 
But of what ſervice was it to her, that I waz 
touch'd with her Misfortunes ? it was thegenerouz 
Sympathy of her Friends that ſhe ſtood in need 
of, and not the pity of ſuch a poor wretch az 
me, who could aſſiſt her in nothing. 
In this World the Virtues as well as Vices are 
diſplac'd, Neither good nor bad Hearts are 
where they ſhould be. Had I been without any 
Uneaſineſs at my Miſtreſs's Condition, ſhe would 
| have loſt nothing by it; my Ingratitude would 
only have wrong'd myſelf, But that of the 
Friends ſhe had fo often entertain'd, left her 
without Relief, and was a real Addition to he 
Unhappineſs. 
At firſt ſome of theſe unworthy Friends came 
to viſit her; but when they ſaw how her Afﬀair 
were embroil'd, and that the Fortune of the 
Friend was running to Ruin, they run too, and 
without doubt advertiz'd the reft, for they ne 
ver came near her. . 
| omit the Purſuit of theſe melancholy: Parti 

culars, an account of them would be too tedi 
Ous. | | 151.15 1 

I ftay'd but three Days in the Houſe ; for al 
the Servants were diſcharg'd, except one wait 
ing Woman, whom my Miſtreſs perhaps had 
never lov'd fo well as the others; and we 
had all her wages owing her at the ſame Time 


yet would never conſent to leave her,” 


Th 
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This waiting Woman was ſhe with the indif- 
ſerent Face that I ſpoke of, upon whom I en- 
deavour'd to avoid giving my Opinion, and whoſe 
Phyſiognomy appear'd ſo little promiſing. 

Nature. often delights in this kind of Deceit, 
ſhe buries I know not how many nob'e Souls 
under ſuch ſort of Faces; nobody's aware of 
them, and' when they once find an Opportunity 
of ſnewing them{elves,. they look like ſo many 
Virtues riſing from the dead. 

For my own part, penetrated, as I've told 
you, with all I faw, I preſented myſelf to my 
Miſtreſs, and vow'd her an everlaſting Service, 
if I could be of any uſe to her, 

Alas! poor Lad, ſaid ſhe, the only Anſwer 
I can make thee is, that I'm ſorry it's not in 
my power to recompence thy Affection. But 
thou ſeeſt to what I'm ſallen, nor can I tell how 
much lower I have to fall, or whether 1 ſhalt 
have any thing left or no; therefore I forbid: 
thy Attachment to nie; go and fave thy ſelf 
ſomewhere elſe. When J plac'd thee with my 
Nephew, I intended to have provided for thee ; 
but as Affairs are, I can do nothing. = 
condition is already too trifling, thou mult 
endeavour to mend it; don't be diſcou- 
rag d; thou haſt an honeft Heart, which won't 
go without it's reward. 

J perſiſted, but ſhe would abſolutely be obey d: 
ſo that I was forc'd to leave her, and retir'd 
ſheding a flood of tears. "> ig 

I immediately went to my Chamber to pack 
up my all, and in going met with my young 
Maſter's Tutor, who was marching off with his 
baggage. His Scholar wept plentifully at — 
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ding him Farewel ; but wept without Company. 


J alſo took leave of the Child, who cry'd with 
an Accent which pierced my Heart, what! will 
every body leave me then? 

I made no return but by a Sigh, which was 
the only anſwer J had left, and out I fally'd with 
my little Booty without ſaying a Word to any 
body. I thought at firſt to have bid adieu to 
Genevieve ; but as | had no longer any Love for 
her, but only Pity for her Miſconduct, perhaps 
it was more generous in the Terms we were 
in, not to upbraid her with a ſight of me. 

My deſign when I went from my Miſtreſs 
was to return directly to my own Village; for I 
neither knew where to go, nor what to betake 
my ſelf to, 

I had no Acquaintance, nor underſtood any 
Buſineſs, but that of a Peaſant : I knew well 
enough how to ſow the Ground, to plough it, or 
to cut a Vine, and that was all. | 

It is true, my ſtay at Paris had wore off 
great deal of. the ruſtick Air I brought thither ; 
J walk'd with a tolerable good Gait; held up my 
Head pretty well, and cock'd my Hat like a 
Fellow that was not altogether a Fool. 

In ſhort I had learn'd-a little of the Behaviour 
of the World (by the World I mean thoſe upon 
my own level, who are one) theſe were all my 


Talents, together with that promiſing Aſpect 


which Heaven had indulg'd me with, and which 


play'd its part with the reſt. 


As I had not fix d upon any particular Day for 
my Departure from Paris, I went in the mean 
while to lodge at one of thoſe: little Houſes, 
which in Contempt of their Poverty are call'd 
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There I ſtay'd two Days amongſt a groupe of 
Carriers, who ſeem d to me the greateſt ruſticks 
I had ever ſeen; but that was only becauſe I was 
not ſo great a one my ſelf. SIE 
However they gave me a diſguſt againſt the 
Country: What figrlifies my returning thither, 


ſaid I to my ſelf ſometimes ? here are numbers of 


People who live toppingly, and yet had nothing 
at firſt but Providence to truſt to, no more than 
me. Troth ! I will even venture to ſtay a Day 


or two longer, and ſee what will happen. Who 


knows what luck | may have? My Expence 
can't ruin me ; I can bear that this Fortnight or 
three Weeks longer; at the rate I live a little 
will go a, great way, For I was naturally 
moderate, and was ſo without Mortification, 
When 1 met with Cheer, it was a pleaſure 
to mes and when met with bad, I never re- 
pin'd, I could conform to any thing. 


9 4 


And let me tell you it is of ſingular Advantage 


for a young Fellow to ſeek his Fortune with this 


Temper, he ſeldom miſſes of Succeſs}; his 
chance is as good as another's, and his Endeavours 


reward themſelves, | . But I have abſerv'd that 


your gluttons ſpend half their time in conſidering 


what to eat; they have a ſort of habitual Con- 
cern upon that account, which takes off a great 


part of their Attention from every thing elſe. 


Thus you { me determin'd. to oy at Paris, | 


which was more than I defign'd at fir 


The next Day after my Reſolution I. began 


to put it In practice, by going to enquire aſter the 
Miſtreſs I came from ; but was told that ſhe was: 
retir'd into a Convent, with the generous/Cham- 


ber-maid I mention'd ; and tbat her aa ea 
y 300 en 
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taken ſo unfortunate turn, that ſhe had hardly 
wherewithal to paſs her Life in Obſcurity, 

This Nes coſt me fti!] ſome Sighs; for her 
Memory was very dear to me; but there was no 
Remedy, and | could deviſe no better Courſe fox. 
my felf, than going to one Mr. James, who 
was my Countryman, and to whom my Father 
at my parting from him, had deſir'd to be re- 

member d: I had the Diedtion in my Pocket, 
but never thought of it till then. 
le was Cook in a good Family, and you may 
imagine me on the March to ſeek him. 

I paf*'d over the New- Bridge, between ſeven 
and eight in the Morning, walking very faſt, 
becauſe it was extream cold, and having nothing 
but my Spark in my Head all the 2 | 

- But as | came near the Cheval' de Bronze, I 
” raw a" Woman drieſt in a plain Silk Scarf; who 

lean'd againſt the Rails, and efy'd, oh 1 ſhall 
die! 

| Meavitig thoſe Words I went up to der to ſee 
what Occaſion ſhe had of Aﬀiſtance ; Are not 
you well, Madam, ſaid 1 ; alas! my 'Lad, re- 

ply'd ſhe, I can hold out no longer; I was feiz?d 
Juſt now with a violent Dizzineſs, and was forc'd 
| W. here to ſupport my ſelf. 
*tF examin'd her whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, and 
obſervd ſhe had a round Face, which ſeem'd 
very delicately plump'd, and by what one could 
judge at firſt fight, was no ſtranger to an incarnate, 
when it was not'clouded by any Indiſpoſition. 
As te ber Age, the roundreſs of her Face, 
the clearneſs of her Complex ion, and the phimp- 
neſs of her Bod 55 made! it ee to 22 an 
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I égueſs' d her in my own private Opinion, at 
about forty; but I was miſtaken, for ſhe had al- 
ready ſeen fifix. * — 
Tbe Scarf untrim'd, the plain Head-dreſs, the 
grave ſuitable: Habit, and the Fe ne ſſai quoi, of 
Devotion, which was diffus'd throughout, an 
ſupported by the judicious placing of four or five 
Pins, made me immediately conclude her one of 


your manag'd Conſciences; for theſe ſort of 


Women have.almoſt every where the ſame mode 
of Dreſſing; it's their _ diſtinguiſhing Faſhion ; 
tho I muſt own it's what I never lik d. N 
I can't tell which the reflection properly relates 
to, whether the Perſons or their Dreſſes) but 1 
always think theſe Figures have ſomething of a 
cenſorious Auſterity in them, which finds Fault 
with all de World, 
However, as this was a good agreeable Perſon, 
and had a round Face (which was always my Fa- 
vourite,) I could not help being concern'd for her, 
and .aiding to "ſuſtain her; Madam, faid I, I 
won't leave, you here; if you think well of my 
ae Pea to accept my Arm to lead 4nd 
Home; your dizzineſs may return again, ar 
; have FOR for Aſbltance. Pray where 
re ode aan n ain foe; 2 dond 
I. live in the Street d la Monnoye, my Lad, 
reply'd ſhe ; and I ſhan't refuſe your Arm, ſince 
you offer it with ſuch a. good Will You ſeem. 
to be a very honeſt Youth, 4 
You're not miſtaken, Madam, anſwer'd I, as 
ye were. ſetting forwards ; it is but three or four 
onths ſince I came up out of the Country, and 
I have not had time to ſpoil and grow gbd for 


ing yet. 
s 7 D 2 Irs 


(52 / 

It's a thouſand pities you ever ſhould, ſaid ſhe, 
giving me at the ſame time a benevolent and moſt 
devoutly languifhing Look, you don't ſeem to be 
cut out for ſuch a Misfortune. Pvert $7 

"You're in the right, Madam, reply'd I, thank 
God ! he has given me the Grace to be down- 
right and honeſt, and to love honeſt People. 

One may ſee it writ in your Face, faid ſhe; 
but you are very young, how old are you? Not 
twenty yet, reply d I. rad eee 
It muſt not be forgot, that during this Conver- 
fation, we walk'd at an aſtoniſhing flow Rate; 
and I was perſectly forc'd to lift her off the 
Ground, to ſave her the trouble of dragging her 
Legs after her. | Ti 
_ Lard! Child, how I fatigue you? ſaid ſhe; 
no, Madam, anſwer'd I, pray don't let that trou- 
| ble you, I take delight in paying you this little 
Service. I ſec it, ſaid ſhe ; but prithee tell me, 
dear Lad! what brought thee to Paris? What's 
thy Employment? © e 

At this Queſtion it luckily enter'd my Imagina- 
tion that this Adventure might poſſibly turn to my 
Advantage; for when ſhe told me it was a thouſand 
Pities 1 ſhould ever be ſpoil'd, her Eyes accont- 
pany'd her Compliment with ſo much Bounty and 
ſuch Sweetneſs, that I drew a good Omen from 
it: I could have no pofitive Aſſurance what con- 
ſequences might attend a random Shot; but I was 
in Hopes of ſomething, tho' I could not tell 
what. ateSg 4 be 1433 | 
In this Notion, T conceiv'd alſo, that my own 

Story would be a very good one to tell her, aud 

rery Clonal, OO OD ON 
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eee FEE. 
+, Here I had refus'd to marry a handſome 
- young Girl, whom I really lov'd ; and one who 
ot only lov'd me again, but offer'd to make m 
e and all thro' a Pride and Diſguſt, whic 
could have affected none, but a Mind deeply 
ſenſible of the Impreſſions of Honour and Virtue: 
Wan't this giving a very advantageous Account of 
myſelf?” It certainly was, and I went thro” it in 
the beſt Manner I could, which was an artleſs 
one enough, but exactly like telling the Truth. 
My De gn, {yeceedrs, for my Hiſtory pleas'd 
her wonderfully, >_ | ' 
Heaven, pre d ſhe, will reward your upright Way 
of Thinking! and you may depend upon't, my 
Lad; I ſee your Sentiments are conformable to 
your Countenance. Oh Madam! interrupted I, 
for my Countenance, I muſt be contented 
wich it as it is; but you ſee what humour my 
renn 
Ho ingenuous is that !cry'd ſhe with a Smile 
full of Kindneſs, Hear me, Child, you have a great 
many thanks to return to God, for having given 
you ſuch an upright Heart ; it's a Gift more pre- 
cious than all the Riches in the World, it's a 
Gift for Eternity; but you muſt be careful. to pre- 
ſerve it; you are without Experience as yet, and 
there are innumerable Decoys in Paris for ſuch 
Innocence as your's, and eſpecially for one of your 
Age. Hear me, it was certainly the Ordination 
of Heav'n that I ſhould meet with you. I live 
with a Siſter whom I love mighty well, and 
loves me the ſame ; we live very retir'd, but tha 
to the divine Goodneſs ! entirely at ,our Eaſe, and 
have an old Cook-maid, who is an honeſt Girl. 
The Day before ' yeſterday, we turn'd away a 
WET e202 Youth 
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Youth who diſpleas'd us upon our obſerving that he 
was irreligious, and a Libertine ; and I went out 
this Morning, to deſire a Friend of our's, a Cler- 
gy Man, to ſend us one he had promjs'd us; but it 
eems, that Servant is in a Family which he 
won't leave, becauſe of one of his Brothers who 
js there with him; and now it ſhall be your own 
Fault, if you don't ſupply his Place, provided 
you have any body to give you a Character. 
Alas! Madam, ſaid I, upon that footing it's 
impoſſible ſor me to benefit by your good Inten- 
tions; Pm an utter Stranger here. I was only 
in the Family I talk'd off, where I did neither 
good nor harm; my Miſtreſs indeed took a liking 
to me; but at preſent ſhe has ſhut herſelf up in 
ane of the Convents, I can't tell which : that 
ood Lady and a Cook who lives ſomewhere 
18 and is my Country man, but no way 
worthy to introduce me into your Service, are 
the only recommenders I have; if you pleaſe 
to allow me Time to find out my Miſtreſs, I'm 
ſure you'i] be ſatisfy'd with her Report: and as to 
Mr. James the Cook, he'll tell you as much again 
as I deſerve, S 1 ROO eres ter 
I obſerve, Child, ſaid ſhe, ſuch an Air of Sin- 
cerity in what you ſay, that I think it ought to 
ſerve you inſtead of a Character. 
She had hardly done ſpeaking, when we came 
to her Door : Come up, come along with me, 
ſaid ſhe, I'll talk to my Siſter, 2 . 
I obey'd, and ſhe led me into a Houſe which 
appear'd compleatly fitted up; the Faſhion and 
Order of the Furniture was exactly in the ſame 
Taſte as the Habits of your Devotees. Neatneſs, 
Plainneſs and Propriety was what you a W. 
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Every Room might be miſtaken for an Orato- 
— z and $a inclination for praying naturally ſeiz'd 
ſt Entrance. Every thing was de- 
= wy handſome,.. and ſeem'd to invite the 
Mind to the Enjoyment of a Saint-like Medi- 
tation. 
WMe found the other Siſter in her Chamber, 
reſting her two Hands upon the Arms of an El- 
| bow-chair, where ſhe ſat to repoſe herſelf after 
the Fatigue of Breakfaſt ſhe bad juſt taken, wait- 
ing the benefit of a quiet Digeſtion, 

The remains of this Breakfaſt were baniliee. 
upon alittle Table; it had been compos'd of half 
a Bottle of Burgundy, two new-laid Eggs, and 

A new Roll. 
I fancy the detail of theſe particulars won't be 
thought tedious ;_ becauſe it enters into the Cha- 
. of the Perſon I'm ſpeaking of. | 
Bleſs me, Siſter ! you've been an Age in return 

„I began to be in Pain for you, ery'd the in 

" Elbow-chair, to her who was coming in. 


Wha is this the Servant they promis d to ſend 


on 7 Siſter, reply'd he other; this is an ho- 
neſt young Man whom I met with on the New- 
bridge and but for h im I ſhould. not have been 
here, for I was taken violent ill on the ſudden, 
ich he is, offer g me by aſiſtance to 


| hs > A; 7 Siſter, aid the other, you are con- 
tinually railing Scruples which I can no way ap- 
prove, Why would you venture to go out fo 
early, and walk ſo far, without eating ſomethin a 
and all forſooth ! becauſe you hadn't heard Maſs 

Oops God require that we ſhould make. — 1 
Ty D 4 lick ? 
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fick? Can't we ſerve God without killing our- 
ſelves? Or do you think, you ſhall ſerve him 
ever the better, by deſtroying your Health 

and making yourſelf incapable of going to 
Church at all ? Should not we preſerve ſome 
Prudence with our Piety? And is it not our 
duty to be careful of our Lives, in order to praiſe 
that God, who is the Author of them, as long 
as poſſible ? You're highly to blame, Sifter, and 
you ought to ask Advice upon it. 

Indeed, dear Sifter, reply'd the other, Pm al- 
ready determin'd. I fancy'd my Srength ſuf- 
ficient, tho“ I'd really an Inclination to eat a 
Morſel before I went; but then it was ſo early 
in the Morning, and befides I was timorouy 
of indulging myſelf too much; for where no- 
thing is hazarded, there can be no great Merit ; 
but the ſame will ſcarce happen again, becauſe 
Pm convinc'd of the Inconvenience. However, 
I believe God has proſper'd my little Journey, 
ſince it has been the Occaſion of my light- 
ing upon this young Man here; the othef ' is 
fix'd in his Place; it's ut three Months ſince 
this came to Paris; he has told me his Story, 
and 1 like his Morals' extreamly. It's certainly 
the ordination of Providence to bring him to us; 
he's very ſober, and will ſuit our Place ExaQAly; 
what do you think of him? He has a good pro- 
miſing look, reply'd the other; but we'll talk - 
about that, when you've eat ſomething ; call 
Catherine, Siſter, that ſhe may bring you what 
you're diſpos'd to have; and do you, my Lad, 
go down into the Kitchen, you ſhall breakfaft | 
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At this order I made my Leg, and Catherine 
being come at the Call, was charg'd with the 
care of my Entertainment. 
Catberim was tall, but very wan and miea- 
1 had a ſort of crabbed Devotion in her 
ks, which ſeem'd inclining to Choler and 
Fury; but undoubtedly that proceeded from the 
heat which her brain contracted, by hanging 
over her Stows, and her Kitchen fire, without 
remarking, that the brain of a devotee, and eſ- 
pecially that of a devotee Oook-maid, is ' natu- 
ray wy and Hety, tt 25 1H an7 ths Ten 
I won't ſay the ſame by that of a real pious 
Perſon ; for there's a wide difference between 
true Piety and what one commonly calls De- 
Wolion “ ! „ 4 23128 165 dal (437190 
Vour devotees offend the World, and your 
pious People edify it; the firſt are only devout 
with their Lips, but the others are fo in their 
Hearts; your devotees go to Chureh meerly for 
the ſake of going, and for the pleaſure of finding 
themſelves there, but your pious People to pray 
to God ; theſe laſt are Mcerely humble, whilſt 
our Devotees would have every one fo but them. 
Ives. The one are the real Servants of God, 
but the others are oly ſo throꝰ Affectation; they 
pray for the ſake of ſaying, I pray; and carry 
their Prayer-books to Church, to ſhew how 
dexterous they are at uſing them; then ſquat 
down in a Corner, to enjoy the pride of a medi- 
tative poſture, where they endeavour to raiſe 
'themfelves to a pitch of divine rapture, for no 
other Reaſon, than to be thought Non- pareils 
in Godlineß, by thoſe who happen to cateh 
them ; or if they feel any Tranſports, they 
IK D 5 are 
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are only ſuch as proceed from the vain Deſite they 
have of exciting them, and ſuch. as the Devil, 
who never lets them want Means of deluſion, 
takes care to furniſh them with. Then home they 
go, quite bloated with Self. reſpect, and an in- 
ene Compaſſion for others; taking it for 
granted after this, that they have an undoubted 

wo 4 unbend their Devotions by a . thouſand 
lt ences which ſerve to ſupport a pam- 
per'd Gon itution. 

Pe Theſe are them I call Devotees ; and that 
none but the Devil can be a gainer by ſuch De- 
votion I think palpable enough, 

But in reſpect of your truly pious People, 
they appear amiable even to the wicked them- 
ſelves, who can agree with them much better 
than they can with thoſe of their own tribe; for 
the greateſt Enemy of a wicked Peron, is he 
who reſembles him moſt, 

What I've ſaid, will I hope be ſufficient to 
exempt my Notions of Devotees from any 
cenſure. 

But now let's returnſto Catherine, who is the 
Occaſion of this Digreſſion. 
| Catherine, you muſt know, had a large bunch 
of Keys at her girdle like the Portreſs of 2 Con- 
vent, Bring my Siſter ſome. .new-laid Eggs, 
ſhe has not breakfaſted as late as it is, 
ſaid Mrs. Haberd the Elder; and take this 

Man down into your Kitchen, and let 
him drink a Cup, A Cup! reply'd Catherine, 
with. a pert but good-humour'd tone, he ſhall 
drink two becauſe of his Shape. And both of 

them to your Health, Mrs. Catherine, ſaid I. 

Good ! anſwer'd ſhe, fo long as I'm well, they 


Can 
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can do me no harm, Come, let's go, you ſhall 
help me cook my E 

No, let them 2 ne, Catherine, faid Mrs, 
Haberd the youngeſt ; reach me the Pot of 
 Sweet-Meats, ſome of thoſe ſhall fuffice : but, Si- 
ſter, they don't nouriſh, ſaid the eldeſt: Eggs, 
ſtuff me up, ſaid the youngeſt; then Siſter this 
and Siſter that; but at laſt, Catherine with an 
air which admitited no Appeal, decided in favour 
of the Eggs as ſhe was going out; for a Break- - 
faſt, ſaid ſhe, is not a Deſert, -+ 
As for me, I follow'd her down into her Kit- 
chen, where ſhe ſet before me the remains of 
a laſt Night's Regout, ſome cold fowls, a bottle 
of Wine almoſt untouch'd, and excellent rolls | 
at diſcretion. 

The charming Bread! I never eat better, 
nor whiter, nor more ſavoury in my life; it 
requires a great deal of Attention to make ſuch, 
and none but the Hand of a Devotee could have 
kneaded it; therefore confequenitly it was Mrs. - 
Catherine's. 

Oh the delicidus Meal that I made! the : 

very ſight of the Kitchen created me a Stomach, + 
every thing went down with an admirable 

Reliſh.” | 

Pray eat, ſaid Catherine to me 'as ſhe. ind N 
5 her Eggs, it's God's Will we ſhould 

live. Here's wherewithall to fulfill his Plea- 
ſure, ſaid I, and ve a ſpecial Appetite into the 
Bargain. So much the better, reply'd ſhe ; but 
tell me, are you hir'd? Do you ſtay amongſt 
us f 1 hops fo, anſfwer'd I, 2 | ſhall be very 
ſorry if it happens otherwiſe; for I fancy one 


ihoukd improve very faſt under your Di 
* 8. 
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Mrs Catherine, you have ſuch, a winning and 
ſuch a ſenſible way with you. Alas reply d ſhe, 
L. do the beſt I can, may Heaven mend us all ! 
every one has his Faults, and I, do not pretend to 
be a Non · ſuch; but the worſt is, that Life ſoon 
paſſes, and the farther we go, the more Duſt one 
gathers; ſor the Devil is always at our Elbow, 
we are told ſo by the Church; but reſiſt and he 
will fly from thee. As. to the reſt, I ſhall be 
very glad if my Miſtreſſes accept you; ſor I. 
take you to be a very civil Perſon. Lack- a- day. 
you! are as like poor Baptiſt who dy'd, as one 
drop of Water is like another. | I. thought to 
have marry'd him, he was juſt ſuch another 
ſweet · temper d handſome young Man as you ;. 
but that is not what I look at, though it is very, 
commendable... God was pleas d to take him 
away from us! he's Maſter, none can controul 
him ; but you are his very Picture, you talk for 
all the World as he talk d. Lard ] how he doated 
om. me!, I. am mightily alter'd ſince then, and 
muſt alter for the worſt till, yet my Name will 
always be. Catherine , though. I am not the ſame 
Ia by, a great dell. 

-\;;Troth ! ſaid I, if Maſter Baptiſt. was ſtill 
hving, he could not chuſe loving you; you 
fay. I. reſemble him, and for my part, I have no 
Occaſion to look twice for that urpoſe. Ay, ay 
ſaid ſhe laughing, Jam a fine Object truly ! pray 
eat young Man, pray eat, you will judge better 
when you have a nearer ſight of me. I am good 
for nothing now, but to look after my Salvation; 
It. ia. very neceſſary Work, and what. God'ee 
quues at my Hands. ent i 30 die 
I cov 135 1197 2v63008s apurnt 
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Saying this ſhe took up her Eggs, which I 
offers to carry up Stairs for her: No, no, ſaid 
' ſhe, breakfaſt in quiet, that it may do you the 
mote good; I will go, and hear what they ſay of 
you above ; I conclude you are our own, and will 
put in my Verdict: Our Miſtreſſes are commonly 

ten Years in knowing what they'd have, and I 
am always forc'd to reſolve for them at laſt. 
Do not trouble your ſelf about it, I will manage 
that Affair. [ take a pleaſure in ſerving my 
Neighbour, it is what our Lecturer recommends 
to us. 

1 return you a thouſand chunks, Mrs. Catherine, 


ſaid I; but above all pleaſe to remember that I 


reſemble Maſter Baptift : Pray eat then, ſaid 
ſhe, that is the only way to reſemble him long 
in this World; I love a Neighbour ; that laſts: 
And I aſſure you. I am very fond of laſting, 
ſaid I, at the ſame time drinking a E to tier 
Health... Fl 

This was the firſt Eſſay I made towards: a 
Commerce. with Mrs. Catherine, from whoſe 
Diſcourſe I have retrench'd a little hundred God 
be. thanked's and Lord have Mercy upon ut, 
which ſometimes ſerv'd as a Bridle, and ſome- 
times as a Sput to her Diſcourſe; 7 : + 

It is probable ; theſe compos'd a great part of 
her verbal Devotion; but that was of no import 
to me, I was pretty {ure I had neither diſpleas'd 
the kind Laſs, nor her Miſtreſſes, eſpecially Mrs. 
Habrrd the younger, as wil * by the Se- 
quel. 
I finiſh'd my Breakfaſt i in waiting) what anſwer 

Catherine would. bring me, who preſently came 
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down again, with a come Friend, you want no- 
thing but your Night cap, here is a Lodging 
ready for you. * M a 99 n | 
.o The Night-cap, ſaid I, ſhall be 1 
and as for my Slippers I actually have them on. It 
is mighty well, you Wag you, ſaid ſhe, go then 


and fetch your Clothes, that you may be back 


again by Dinner; whilſt you breakfaſted, your 


Wages run on; I concluded the Bargain. Do 


they run at a round rate? ſaid I ; yes, yes, I 
underſtand you, ſaid ſhe laughing, they will come 
in notably too. I rely ſo entirely upon you, ſaid I, 
that I won't ſo much as ask the Queſtion; but 
I will hold a Wager they are more than | deſerve, 
thanks to your good Offices ! | 13 
Ah! the merry heart, ſaid ſhe, quite charm'd 
with the Frankneſs of my Compliment ; it is 
Baptift himſelf come again, methinks I hear him 
talk ; Stir, ſtir, I have my Dinner to get ready, 
do not prattle to me; but let me mind my Buß 
neſs, run and fetch your Luggage; are you re- 
turn'd yet ? Preſently, ſaid I, as I went out, I 
ſhall ſoon diſpatch; I want no Mules to bring 
my Equipage. Upon which I march'd to my 
Ian. 5 I | CH 


However by the way, I made ſome Reflexions 
to conſider whether I ſhould- accept the Place ; 
but thought I to my ſelf I run no hazard, it is 
only diſlodging if I diſlike ; at leaſt the Breakfaſt 
I have had is a good Omen, they do not feem to 
be People whoſe Devotion counts every bit they 
eat; it is plain they are no bigots to Abſtinence. 
Beſides all the Family looks pleaſantly upon me, 
they have no Averſion to a great Boy like N 
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Lam already in Fayour, with. the Cook; there is 
my four Meals a Day ſecur'd, and my Heart tells 


me all will go well; — Courage, my Lad! 

.., Whilſt 1 was , reaſoning in this manner, [ 
found my ſelf at my Inn-Door; and as Io d my 
Hoſteſs nothing but a good By-to- ye, I was not 


long in decamping with. my Baggage. | 

J return'd. to the Houle, . juſt as they were 
placing themſelves at Table. Bleſs my Eyes 
what; a little Epicure Dinner was. they diverted 
with! there was a _ Diſh of what they call 
Soup, without mentioning a little roaſt ſo deli- 
cate ] and ſo perfely well dreſs'd ! -—A Perſon 
muſt have a Temper Proof againſt Pleaſure in- 
deed, who could ſit down to ſuch, charming 
Morſels, without giving into the Sin of Indul- 
gence, When they taſted that Roaſt,, and then 
that. Ragout; ſor there was one . ſo. admirably 
ſeaſon d, that I think I never. met with th 
le If there was any eating in Heav'n 1 
ſhould never wiſh to be better ſervd; ¶MAabo- 
met might have reckon'd this Meal amongſt the 
Joys of his Paradiſe. 1 3 
Our Ladies would touch. boil'd Meat, that 
only appear d upon the Table, and was immedi- 
ately, taken off to be given to the Poor. 
Catherine alſo in her turn paſs'd it bs for 
Charity, as ſhe ſaid,;z and for, my Part, I agreed 
upon the Spot to be as charitable as her. Nor- 
thing is ſo improving as a good Example. 
I arn'd afterwards, that my Predeceſſor had 
no ſhare in Alms- Lag I had; he was too 
much a Libertine to merit that Grace, and to 


(&%) 

: But to return, T'could not deviſe how our two 
Siſters manag' d in their eating; but certainly it 
way erdemain, to eat as ey a 

"The never had any Appetites; at leaſt one 
could never ſee they had any; they perſectly 
juggled with their Meat; it was gone, and yet 
von could hardly 75 they toueb d it. 

Their Forks they us'd in the moſt indolent 
Manner in the World, it ſeem'd a Pain to them 
to open their Mouths, and they look'd with ſo 
much indifference upon their good Cheer |..] have 
no Stomach to Day, ſaid one; nor I, ſaid" the 
other :] find every thing infipid=—and I 
too high ſeafon d. 
This Diſcourſe of theirs drew Duſt in my 
Eyes, in ſuch a Manner, that 1 fancy'd I beheld 
the moſt puny Creatures in Life ; and yet the re. 
ſult of all was, that the Diſnes were conſiderably 
diminiſh'd when we came to remove be For 
the firſt two or three Days, I was at Toſs 
know How to reconcile this, 
But at Taft I diſcover'd the Cheat; "A it was 
—.— but this Air of, difeuſt which my 
ſhew's, that had hid from: me the fil nt 
airy of RR TIT; * 299 30017 2 anon ang 
But what is ſtill more pleaſabt',” they really 
UEinceiye ' themfelves to be mighty little and 
mighty moderate eaters; they knew it was not 
decent for Devotees to gormandize, they ought 
to eat to live, Shed Aid 763 100 00 eat; but in 
ſpight of this reaſonable and Chriſtian' Maxim, 
their glutton Appetite would loſe nothing and 
they had found out dhe Secret to indulge” it 
Vithout being guiity of 'gtattohy; > 9505 
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thing, but this habit they had got of quarrel- 
ling with their Victuals, and their indolent Man- 
ner of eating it; both which convinced them 
they were moderate, and at the ſame time left 
them the Pleaſure of being otherwiſe. So that 
dy the Deluſion of this 1 their Devo- 
tion very innocently quitted the Field to Intem- 
perance, 

It muſt be acknowledg'd that the Devil is 
very politick ; but we muſt alſo own our ſelves 


to be very filly. 

- 'The Tant was agreeable to the Dinner, both 
wet and dry — "agg and for a cloſe ſome 
little Cordis to aſſiſt Digeſtion, and rectify this 

depraved Appetite 
After which, ſaid Mrs. Haberd the eldeſt to 
Mrs. Haberd the youngeſt ; Come, Siſter, let us 
return thanks to God! that is but juſt, reply'd 
the other with a Promptneſs of aſſent, which in- 
—_ it would have been ungrateful to have 
d God Almighty at that Juncture. 
hat is but juſt, faid ſhe, and immediately 
the two Sifters Foe off their Seats, with a For- 
— the moſt Orthodox in the World, and 
undoubtedly they thought as meritorious, 
as it was lawful ; then joining their Hands ſo- 


lemnly together, they began an alternate Thankf- 


giving, anſwering — other by Verſes, and all 
in an accent, which the feeling they had of their 
Well. being made extreamly pathetickx. 

Aſter this the Cloth being taken away, they 
ſunk themſelves into a Couch, whoſe ſoftneſs and 
depth of Down invited to repoſe, where they 
entertain'd - one - Another, with ſome- reflexions 
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they had made upon one of their godly Lectures, 
or Morning or Evening Sermons, I cannot tel 
which; but they agreed, that the Subject was 
very ſuitable for Mr. or Mrs, ſuch a one, 

This Sermon could be level'd at nobody but 
them; Avarice, the Love of the World, Pride, 
and ſuch like Imperſections, were ſo extreamly 
well inveigh'd againſt in it. . 

But, ſaid one of them, how can any Perſon 
attend upon hearing the Word of God and not 
come back with ſo much as a Deſign to reform !? 
Can you comprehend - how that ſhould be, 
Mrs. ſuch a one, who came conſtantly to 
Church during laſt Lent, I wonder what No- 
tion ſhe has of it? I ſee ſhe's as much a Co- 
quet as ever. And d propes, now I ſpeak of 

ttery, Lard! How I was ſcandaliz d the 
other Day, at the immodeſt Manner in which 
M. -was dreſs d. How had ſhe the Face to 
come to Church in ſuch, a Figure? J muſt own 
to you, it gave me a Diſtraction, for which I ask 
Cod forgiveneſs. She diſturb'd my Prayers. 
Upon my Word, it was frightful | 
Indeed, ſo. it was, Siſter, reply the other ; 
but when I. fee. ſuch Sights, I always fix my 
Eyes upon the Ground; for the Reſentment J 
feel, won't ſuffer me to look at them: and 1 
praiſe God fer his (Goodneſs, | that at leaſt he 
has preſerv'd me from theſe. Sins, and; intreat 
him with my whole Heart, to enlighten with his 
Grace the poor Souls who commit them. 
{You'll ask me perhaps, how, I came to hear 
theſe Dialogues, where their Neighbours Faults 


Were 


(67) 


were of ſuch Service to the Digeſtion of theſe | 
Ladies ? | 

Why, it was in clearing the Table, and ſet- | 
ting Things in order in the Room where they 
were, 

When I had taken away, Mrs. Haberd the 
Younger call'd to me, as I was going down 
to Dinner, and ſpeaking very low, becauſe of 
a light Slumber which began to cloſe her Siſter's 
Eyes, faid that to me, which you ſhall ſee in 
the ſecond Part of this Hiſtory. 


The End of the firſt Part. 


T HE 


Fortunate PEASANT. 


PART II. 


En you in the former Part of my 
Life that Mrs. Haberd the younger call'd 
me to her whilſt her Siſter was aſleep, 
We entertain you, my Lad, faid ſhe; I 
have prevail'd with my Siſter to conſent to it, 
ind have engag'd to be anſwerable for your 
pood Behaviour ; for I'm in no fear of finding 


myſelf deceiv'd either by your Looks, 2 
ſhip 


Diſcourſe; they have given me a Fri 
for you, and I hope you'll take care to deſerve 
t. . You'll be with Catherine, ſhe's 'a modeff, 
ſober Girl, and one who ſeems to like you 
mighty well too; ſhe'll tell you what Wages 
e have reſolv'd upon; I believe you'll have 
Reaſon endugh to be contented, and perhaps 
a time you'll have more Reaſon to be ſo than 
| N 1911 | 11 ; 2 you 
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ou imagine; remember I tell it you. Go, 
Child, go to Dinner, always keep up to the 
good Opinion I have of you ; you may depend 
upon my Protection, and that I ſhall never 
2 how readily you aſſiſted me this Morn- 
ing in my illneſs, | 

It's peculiar to ſome Things, that it's impoſ- 
ſible to deſcribe the Spirit and Manner of them; 
nor is it poſſible ſor me to give a compleat 
Idea, either of the Meaning of Mrs. Haberd's 


y'd- it. But this is certam, that both her 
ooks, her Eyes, and the tone of her Voice, ſpake 

a great deal more than her Words, or at leaſt 
added to the natural Purport,of them, I thought 
I obſerv'd ſomething affectionat tender in her 


| 1556 or of the Ait with which ſhe accom- 


Expreſſions, and ſuch a prepoſſeſhon in my Fa. 


vour, as was inconſiſtent with a common E- 
ſeem, which ſurpriz'd me, and at the ſame 
time made me curious to know. what it ſhould 

However, I ventur'd to ſhape my Thanks ac- 


cording to her own. Pattern, and anſwer'd her 
u 


With ſuch a ſuperfluity of ' Complaiſance, as 
Would have merited Correction had not my 
Obſervations been juſt; and apparently, they 
Were, ſince ſhe ſhew'd no ſign of diſpleaſure at 
y Manner of ſpeaking to her. You'll ſee what 
Conſequences attended it in the Sequel. 
I was making my Bow to Mrs, Haber, 
in order to go down into the Kitchen, when a 


0 ; 


Clergyman enter'd the Room: . 
„Ibis was the Director in ordinary of thelc 
Ladies; I call him fo in Ordinary, becauſe they 
of "their acquain- 

tance 


had ſeveral other Churchmen 


in- 
nee 
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tance who viſited them, and with whom they 
alſo frequently conſer'd about the Affairs of their 
Conſciences. 1 . WH, 7 Bj 

This therefore was their Guide in chief, and 
the ſupreme Judge of their behaviour. 

But left any one ſhould be ſcandaliz'd at what 
I ſay, or induc'd to think that I ridicule with- 
out Diſtinction all thoſe who ſubmit their Con- 
ſciences to the Government of their Ghoſtly 
Fathers, or conſult them upon any Occaſion z 
I declare once for all. . 
The practice is undoubtedly laudable and 
pious in it ſelf, and it's highly commendable in 
thoſe who obſerve it, if they obſerve it as they 


| ought; thereſore that's not what I rally; 


but there are certain little Occurrences in Life, 
which your Directors have no Buſineſs to trou- 
ble themſelves about in the ſolemn Manner they 
do; and I only laugh at thoſe who carry their 
Authority to ſuch Extravagance. 5 
This Director was low in Stature, but well- 
made as to his Shape, which inclin'd a little to 
the jolly; he had a freſh Colour, but a very 
compos d fleek Countenance, with a brisk Eye, 
who's Vivacity neither ſhow'd the Fool, nor the 
Bigot. PT 
Have you never ſeen one of thoſe Faces, 
which. carry a je ne ſeai quoi, of the confor- 
mable, indulgent, and conſolative in the Air 
of them, and which ſeem to warrant the Soul 
within full of Mildneſs and Charity? 
Exactly ſuch a Face this Director had. * 
As ſor the reſidue of his Picture, you may 
imagine to yourſelf, little ſhore Hair, not one 
longer than another, let them fit as genteel 
Jigs g 2 
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3s may be, and play round the Cheeks in half 
Curls, which to be ſure proceeds from the 
natural turn they have taken and not at all from 
the Vanity of the Wearer 5 you may add a 
couple of Lips pretty ruby, and a hanſome ſet 
of Teeth, the Handſomeneſs and Whiteneſs of 
which, you muſt alſo ſuppoſe entirely owing to 

Fortune, and not in the leaſt bo any Gare 
of the owner. 

Such were the unaffected Attractions of our 
Clergyman, who had not forgot in his dreſs 
neither, that Religion commands us to be very 
modeſt and decent in that particular, for fear of 
giving Offence ; indeed he exceeded the bounds 
of Decorum there a little; but it is difficult to 
know the Limits of every Punctilio, and his 
Tranſgreffion in that Reſpect was undoubtedly 
againft his Intention, | 3 

Mrs, Haberd the eldeſt who was nodding, ra- 
ther divin'd than heard his coming in; for he 

trod very ſoftly in entering; but a Devotee at 
ſuch a time has a remarkable quick Ear, 1 

She wak'd in an Inſtant, filing at the good 
Fortune which had ſurpriz'd her napping ; I 
mean altogether a ſpiritual good Fortune. | 

As J was entirely a new Face to this Clergy- 
man, heey'd me very attentively,  _.. 
Is this your Servant, Ladies 1 ſaid he. Ves, 
Sir, he is a Lad we hir'd to day, anſwer'd the 
eldeſt, and it is a Service he did my Siſter which 
| occaſion'd it. 1 nnn 

Upon which ſhe began to relate to him what 
had paſs d between her youngeſt and me: And 
for my Part I thought proper to retire during the 
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But when I was got about the middle of the 
Stairs, reflecting upon the looks his DiceEtorthip 
had given me, I was ſeiz'd with a violent Ciui- 
oſity to hear what he'd ſay : Catherine was 
waiting for me in the Kitchen; but no matter 
for that, I went up ſoftly, and having before ſhut 
the Door aſter me, I laid my Ear as clole to it 
as poſſible. . 

y Adventure with Mrs. Haberd the en 
was ſoon recounted, and every now and then I 
look'd through the Key- hole; for the Director 
ſatin ſuch a manner, that I had a full view of 
his Face, as well as of the youngeſt Siſter's. 

I took notice whilſt they were telling the Story, 


that he liſten'd kit with a great deal of coldneſs 


and reſerve, look'd very thoughtful, and a litdle 
upon the auſtere, | 

He had no-longer that mild, indulgent Coun- 
tenance, which he had at firſt coming in ; he 
offer'd indeed no Interruption ; but I imagin'd he 
ſoon would, and that my Adventure was going to 
become a Caſe of Conſcience, 

When he had heard all, he caſt down his Eyes 
like a Perſon who is about to deliver ſome Opinion 
of Importance, and the reſult of a profound 
Meditation. 

Then immediately: You have been very 
haſty, Ladies, ſaid he, looking at them both in 
ſuch a manner as render'd the Caſe vaſtly grave 
and important, and almoſt diſpos'd my Miſtreſſes 
to ſee themſelves treated like Criminals, 

I was. not at all ſurpriz'd at this Introduction, 
for I expected no better: The youngeſt Sifter 
colour'd, and look'd ſtrangely perplex'd, but 
notwithſtanding I could 2 ſhe was not pleas'd. 

Tou 
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You have been very haſty, repeated he a fe- 
cond time, Well, and what harm can there be 
in that, reply'd the youngeſt, with a Voice half 
timorous and half revolting, if he is an honeſt 
Lad as we have reaſon to believe he is? Here he 
wants a Place, I meet with him in the Street, he 
does me a particular Service in helping me Home; 
we want a Servant, and therefore we hire 
him: What Offence againſt God can there be in 
all this? For my Part, I thought quite the con- 
trary, I imagin'd I was doing an Act of Charity 
and Gratitude, 

We know it, Siſter, reply'd the eldeſt, we 
know it very well ; but what ſignifies that ? 
Since our worthy Friend here, who is more 


clear-ſighted than either of us, don't approve 
what we have done, we ought to ſubmit ; and 


to tell you the Truth, when you firſt ſpoke to 
me about keeping this young Fellow, I thought 
I was of Opinion that I felt ſomething of an Un- 
willineſs; I had a fort of ſoreboding that it 
would not be according to our good Friend's 
liking ; and God knows my Heart, I refer'd it 
all to his Deciſion, WF” | 

This harangue could not perſuade the youngeſt, 
who return'd no anſwer to it, but by looks 
which till perſiſted, I can ſee no harm in what is 


done. 
The Director had let the eldeſt ſpeak without 


0 


interruping her, and ſeem'd a little piqu'd at the 


Obſtinacy of the other. 
However, aſſuming a ſerene and benevolent 


Air; my dear Lady, hear me, cry'd he to the 
youngeſt; you know with what 'a particular 
Affection I have always given my Advice to 


to both of you, Theſe 


(7s) 

Theſe laſt Words, to both of you, were 
divided in ſuch a manner, that the youngeſt had 
at leaſt three Parts and a half to her ſhare, and it 

was only through a ſudden Recollection, that he 
gave any to the eldeft ; for in his firſt tranſport, 
the holy Man never once thought of her, 

Yes truly, ſaid the eldeſt, who was aware of 
the unequal Dealing, and a little nettled at not 
being remember'd at firſt; yes, truly, Sir, we 
know very well that you have an equal Value for 
both of us ; 1 — Piety admits no Preference, 
neither is it juſt it ſhould, 

The tone of this Speech was pretty eager, 
though accompany'd with a ſmile, for fear it 
ſhould ſeem too much like Jealouſy, 

Oh! Siſter, reply'd the youngeſt briskly, I 
took it in no other Senſe my ſelf not I; though 
our worthy Friend here ſhould be more attach'd 
to you, than to me, I ſhould be ſar from finding 
Fault ; he would only do you Juſtice'; he knows 
the bottom of your Heart, and the Graces with 
which God has endow'd you, and you are un- 
doubtedly more deſerving his Care than I am, 

My dear Siſter, cry'd the Churchman, who 
ſaw this little Debate was occaſion'd by his Error, 
do not diſturb yourſelves ; you are both equal to 
'me in the fight of God, becauſe you love God 
equally; and had I any Care to place more upon 
the one than the other, I ſhould diſpoſe of it in 
favour of her whom I obſerv'd the leaſt forward 
in the way of her Salvation; her Weakneſs 
would'require a particular Attention, becauſe ſhe 
would ſtand in the moſt need of particular Afliſtan» ' 
ces ; but thanks to the Divine Mercy ! you walk 


Hand in Hand the ſame Pace, neither is one behind 
E 2 the 
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the other; and therefore this is foreign to the 
ſubject of our Diſcourſe, We were talking of 
the young Man you have hir'd (that Youth ſtuck 
in his Stomach) you ſee no hurt in it, I am per- 
ſuaded you do not ; but pray vouchſafe to hear 
me, 

Here he made a little pauſe as if to recollect 
himſelf, Tx 1041 
But immediately going on; God of his great 
Goodneſs, added he, often permits thoſe who are 
to guide us to enjoy ſuch lights as are reſus'd to 
us ourſelves, which is to ſhew us'that we ought 
not topluce any Confidence in our own Opinions, 
and that we ſhall certainly go aſtray whenever 
we neglect to hear the Voice of our Paſtor, 
But of what Conſequence can it be you will 
17 that we have hir'd a Lad apparently ſober ? 

hy of a very ſerious. Conſequence, 
In the firſt Place, it is having acted againſt 
human Prudence; for in ſhort, | you have no 
knowledge of him any farther than an accidental 
Meeting in the Street, You think he has an ho- 

neſt Countenance, and I am willing it ſhould be 

ſo; every body ſees with their own Eyes in that 
reſpect, though I muſt own mine are not altoge- 
ther ſo favourable to him; however I will pas 
that Article ; but who would truſt their Lives 
and Fortunes with a Stranger upon the meer 
Credit of his Countenance? When I ſay Lives 
and Fortunes, I do not at all exaggerate in regard 
to you, Here you are only three Women in a 
Houſe ; what ha don't you run, if this 
Countenance ſhould deceive you, and if you 
ſhould have to do with an Adventurer, which is 
not impoſſible ? Who has been anſwerable for his 
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Morals, his Religion and his Character? May 


not a Raſcal have the look of an honeſt Man? 


God forbid I ſhould ſuſpect him to be be a 
Raſcal, Charity commands me to think to his 
Advantage: But Charity does not command us 
to be imprudent, and it is an Imprudence to truſt 
at a venture as you do, | 

Ah ! Siſter, how ſenſible is what our worthy 
Friend advances! cry'd the eldeſt; really the 
Lad at firſt ſight has ſomething very promiſing, 
but notwithſtanding the Gentleman is in the right ; 
for now I think on it, he has a fort of a-—I 
don't know what, which made me heſitate; I tell 
you he has, 4 | 

One Word more, added the Churchman, inter- 
rupting her: You approve what I have already 
ſaid ;-and that is nothing in Compariſon of what 
I have to ſay. 


This Lad is in the prime of his Youth, his 
looks are bold and unſettled, and you are not yet 


arriv'd at an Age to live free from Scandal, 
Have you no Apprehenſion what evil Thoughts 
may ariſe in the Minds of thoſe who ſee him 
here? Don't you know how ſuſceptible the 
World is of Scandal, and what a terrible Mif- 


fortune it is to occaſon the leaſt Scandal to our 


Neighbour ? It is not I that tell you ſo, it is the 
Scripture, Beſides, my dear Siſters, for it is my 
Duty to ſuppreſs nothing, are not we all of us 
full of Frailties ? is not it the whole Buſineſs of 


our Lives to war againſt ourſelves, to fall and to 


riſe ? I ſay in things of the minuteſt Conſe- 
quence ; and ought not that Conſideration to 
make us tremble ? Believe me! whilſt we walk 
in the way of our Salvation, do not let us ſeek 
> 3 new 
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new difficulties to overcome; let us expoſe our- 
ſelves to no new Tryals of our Weakneſs, This 
Lad is too young; here you will live with him, 
and you will ſee him almoſt every Moment; the 
Root of Sin is continually in us, and I already 
diſtruſt, (for I am obliged to diſcharge my Con- 
ſcience) I ſay, I already diſtruſt the good Opini- 
on you have of him, and this obſtinate _ 
which you have taken to him; it is innocent, 
know it is, but will it always be ſo ? I ſay once 
more, I diſtruſt it. I ſee Mrs. Haberd, added 
he, looking at the youngeſt Siſter, is not at all 
ſatisfy'd with my Obſervations upon this Affair; 
but whence proceeds this Fondneſs for her own 
Opinion, and this Strangeneſs to mine ? I never 
knew her before make a Moment's Oppoſition 
to any Advice, which my Conſcience dictated 
for the Benefit of her's. I can't approve this 
Diſpoſition of Mind, it is 3 to me; and 
one may venture to ſay, it is a Snare which the 
wicked Spirit has ſpread for her; and therefore 
in the preſent Circumſtance, I am oblig'd to ex- 
hort you to part with this young Man ; for I can 
have no ſuch advantageous notions, of his Coun- 
tenance as you have, I will undertake to pro- 
cure you a Servant my ſelf, it will be ſome 
trouble to me indeed; but God inſpires me for 
the Work; and in his Name, I conjure you, 
that you will ſuffer yourſelves to be guided, Do 
you promiſe me you will ? 

As for my part, Sir, cry'd the eldeſt with an 
entire Reſignation to his Pleaſure ; I anſwer for 
my ſelf that you are Maſter, and you ſhall ſee 
my Obedience; for from this very Inſtant, I 
proteſt againſt receiving any farther Service = 
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the young Man, in queſtion ; and I do not doubt 
but my Siſter will follow my Example. 

Truly, reply'd the youngeſt with a Face quite 
enflam'd with Anger, I do not know how I 
ought to take what I hear. My Siſter's in 
League againſt me already ; ſhe is charm'd with 
the imaginary Affront ſhe gives me; nor is this 
the firſt time ſhe has behav'd thus to me, ſince I 
muſt ſpeak, and fince the manner I am ſpoke to 
obliges me to it ; ſhe does not doubt, ſhe ſays, but 


1 will conform to her Example : why ! I have done 
nothing but conform ſince we have liv'd together; 


one muſt always conform to her Humour, or 
there is no Peace, God knows, without any Re- 
proach, I mention it, how often I have ſacrific'd 
my Will to her, though at the ſame time it had 
no Fault but being mine; and really, I begin to 


be tir'd of a Subjection I do not owe her. Ves, 


Siſter, you may make what uſe you pleaſe of what 


Jay; but you are really of an imperious Tem- 
per; and there is more occaſion for our Friend 
here to alarm himſelf for you, than at what I have 


done in entertaining a poor Lad to whom I am 
perhaps oblig'd for my- Life. I muſt turn him 
away forſooth, for his Recompence, though we 
have both engaged our Words to keep him, The 
Gentleman objects that he has nobody to give 
him a Character; but the young Man has told 
me that he can produce a very creditable Perſon 
for that Purpoſe, if we deſire it; therefore that 
objection falls to the Ground. As to my ſelf, he 


has done me ſuch a conſiderable Service, that I 
cannot bid him go, indeed Siſter, I cannot do it. 


Well, Sifter, reply'd the Eldeſt, if that's 


all, Il, undertake to diſmiſs him for you, if 
10 E 4 you'll 
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you'll give me leave, and I promiſe to repair 
my paſt Imperiouſneſs by an entire Condeſcen- 
ſion to your Advice for the future, tho“ you 
are my Youngeſt ; had you been ſo charitable 
as to have told me my Faults ſooner, I would 
have 'endeavour'd their Correction thro' the 
Aſſiſtance of God, and the Prayers of our good 
Friend here, who notwithſtanding never re- 
prov'd me for that Imperiouſneſs you ſpeak of ; 
but as you've certainly more Wit and more Pe- 
netration than any body elſe, it's impoſſible 
you ſhould be miſtaken ; and I think my ſelf 
happy that you've difcover'd thoſe Foibles in 
me, which have eſcap'd ſuch a nice Diſcernment 
as this Gentleman's, | 

I'm not come here, Madam, ſaid the Church- 
man getting up with a chagrin'd Air, to ſow 
Diviſion between you; and fince I've. been 
ſo ſhort-ſighted as to leave your Siſter's faults 
unobſery'd, and ſince you think I'm wrong in 
my Sentiments upon your preſent Conduct; 
I conclude that I'm altogether unneceſſary to 
you, and that I ought to retire, | 

How! Sir, you retire; cry'd the Eldeſt, Oh! 
Sir, my Salvation is ſtill dearer to me than my 
Siſter; and I'm convinc'd it's not to be attain'd 
without the Aſſiſtance of ſuch a holy Man as you 
are, You retire! my God ! No, Sir, it's my 
Siſter and I that muſt retire, Woe can live 
apart one from another, ſhe has nothing to do 
with me, nor I with her; ſhe may ſtay here, 
I reſign her the Houſe, and will ſeek for ano- 
ther ſomewhere elſe, where I hope from your 
Piety, that you'll continue the ſame kind Vi- 
fits with which you now oblige us, Oh good 
Heaven ! where are we ? | Our 
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Our - Churchman made no Anſwer to this 
devout and even tender Declaration in his Fa- 
your, - To keep only the Eldeſt was loſing a 
great deal, I thought he look'd extreamly per- 
plex'd ; and as the Tears which the Eldeſt begun 
to ſhed, and the Clamours with which ſhe fill'd 
the Chamber, ſeem'd to threaten a Storm, 
I quitted my Poſt, and got down into the 
Kitchen as faſt *as I could, where Catherine had 
waited near a Quarter of an Hour for my com- 
ing to Dinner, | 

There's no Occaſion, I imagine, to explain 
why the Director was ſo immoveably bent upon 
my going, he had lectur'd them in his Sermon, 
that my ſtaying with them was indecent ; but 
I fancy he would have yielded up that Objec- 
tion; or rather he would never have thought 
on't, hadn't it been for another more powerful 
Motive ; which was his obſerving the youngeſt 
Siſter ſo obſtinate for keeping me; that might 
ſignify ſhe'd a liking to me, and that liking 
for me might put her out of -Conceit with be- 
ing a Devotee, and conſequently ſubmiſſive, and 
then farewel the Authority of Director: It's 
the delight of thoſe fort of Men to domineer- - 
over others; they are charm'd at ſeeing them 
obedient and tractable, or in being their Kings, if 
I may ſo call them; and Kings are generally 
the morecourted, the more rigorous and inflexible - 
they are. 

Beſides, I was a great Lad with a good hand- 
ſome Face, and perhaps he knew. that Mrs. 
Haberd had no antipathy to handſome Lads ; 
for in ſhort, a Director knows a vaſt deal! but to 
return to our Kitchen, IItul Hes 1 
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You have been a tedious long while, ſaid 
Catherine, who was ſpinning and heating our 
Soup: What was the Matter that you talk'd ſo 
Joud allof you in the Chamber? I heard ſome- 
body cry like an Eagle. Huſh! hark---Lord 
bleſs us! what a Hurricane is there * What have 
our Miſt reſſes been quarrelling ? | 

Troth ! Mrs Catherine, [ do'nt know, faid 
I; but it's impoſſible they ſhould quarrel, --- why 
that would be an offence againſt God - to be 
ſure they are not capable of ſuch a Thing, 

Ay, ay, reply'd ſne; they're the beſt Gentle- 
women in the World; they live like Saints indeed; 
for they neves fall out about any Thing but their 
SanQity; there's ne'er a Day paſſes over their 
Heads but they wrangle right or wrong, and 
all for the Love of God, which fills them full of 
vcruples ; ſometimes I come in for a Share; but 
that's nothing but nuts to me; I warrant you 
I give them as good as they bring; then tuck up 
my. Tailand away ; God's above all ſtill: Come, 
come, let's eat, that's the beſt Buſineſs now. 

What the Director had. ſaid of me, hadn't in 
the leaſt ſpoil'd my Stomach : Happen what will, 
thought I to myſelf, I'll make ſure of a good Din- 
ner however, 10 

Upon which I doubled my Morſels, and was 
juſt falling upon ths Wing of an excellent Rab- 
bit, when the noiſe above Stairs heighten'd even 
to the degree of a Riot. 

What the Devil are they doing there? mum- 
bled Catherine with her Mouth full ; one would 
{wear they were cutting one anothers Throats. 

The noiſe continuing, I muſt go up, ſaid ſhe ; 
IL will hold a. Wager now. this is ſome oy of 
1 n- 


Coy 
Conſcience, which has turn'd their Heads. How 1” 
a Caſe of Conſcience? cry'd I; why have not” 
they got a Caſuiſt along with them? Can't he de- 
cide the Difference ? He ought to know the Bible 
and Teſtament by heart: Yes, yes, ſaid ſhe get- 
ting up, but neither Bible nor Jeſtament can an- 
ſwer the fantaſtical Crotchets of ſome Folks, and 
there's nobody has more of them than our good 
Miſtreſſes God knows, Don't ftay for me, eat 
on, I'll go and ſee what's the Matter; and ac» 
cordingly ſhe went, | 
As for me, I obſerv'd her Orders to a tittle, 
and continu'd my Dinner with all the Expedition 
imaginable; for as I told you before, I was very glad 
to fortify myſelf with a good Meal, in theuncer- 
tainty I was in as to the Conſequence of this buſtle, 
In the mean time no Catherine return'd, and 
I had finiſh'd my Dinner; every now and then I 
heard her Voice exalted above the reſt; for it was 
very diſtinguiſhable by a blunt deciſive Tone which 
ſhe had; the noiſe continu'd, and even encreas'd. 
I ey'd my bundle which J had brought into the 
Houſe that Morning, and which was ftill lying in 
a Corner of the Kitchen: I have a great mind to 
catry thee back, ſaid I to myſelf; for I am afraid 
J ſhall fall ſhort of the fine Wages they promis'd 
me, and which run on whilſt I break ſaſted. 
As I was entertaining myſelf with theſe refleQi- 
ons, I thought the Storm ſeem'd to ſink into a Calm. 
About a moment after, I heard the Chamber 
door open, and ſomebody coming down Stairs, I 
pla&d myſelf in the Entrance of the Kitchen to 
ſee who it was; it prov'd to be our Director. 
I would have ſhut too the Kitchen- door to fave 
the trouble of pulling off my Hat, which . a 
5 m- 
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Compliment I muſt have paid him had I ſhew'd 
myſelf: but I was never the better, for he open'd 
it again, and came in. | 

My Lad, ſaid he muftering all the Artifice toge- 
ther of his Vocation; I mean particularly the devout 
and pathetick Tone, which is to let you know 
the conſequence of the Perſon who ſpeaks to you. 

My Lad, you're the occaſion of a great trou · 
ble here, Me! Sir, anſwer'd I. Why, I fay 
nothing : I have bardly ſpoke four Words fince 
J have been in the Houſe. > 

No Matter for that, Child, reply'd he, I don't 
ſay that you've actually occaſion'd this trouble, but 
you're the Subject of it; and God does not require 
your being here, ſince you drive away Peace, in- 
ſtead of contributing to preſerve it. 

One of theſe Ladies is very willing you ſhould 
ſtay, but the other will have nothing to ſay to 
you; Therefore you ſow Diviſion betwixt them; 
and theſe pious Women, who till you came, 
never diſputed but with the utmoſt Mildneſs, 
Complaiſance, and Humility one for another, are 
now upon the point of , parting upon your ac- 


count; you are a Rock of Offence to them; 


and you ought to look upon yourſelf as an In- 
ſtrument of the Devil's, who makes uſe of you 
to diſunite them, and to break that Band of 
Peace in which they have hitherto liv'd to their 
mutual Edification, ' As to myſelf, it touches 
me to the Heart ; and I declare, to you on the 
Part of God Almighty, that ſome ſignal Miſ- 
fortune will certainly befall you, if you don't 
immediately take ſome other Courſe, I am ay 
glad I happen'd to meet with you before 

went; for if one may judge by your Coun- 
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tenance, I believe you are a very ſober Youth, 
and one of good Morals; and therefore you 
won't reſiſt the Advice I give you for your 
own good, and the good of every body here. 

Me, Sir, a Youth of good Morals! cry'd I, 
after having liſten'd to him with an Air full of 
Indifference, and which ſhew'd how little I was 
affected with his Exhortation, You ſee by my 
Countenance, you ſay, that I am very ſober ; 
no, no, Sir, you. are miſtaken, you don't con- 
ſider what you ſay ; for I'll maintain you ſee 
no ſuch thing in my Countenance ; on the con- 
trary, you find that I've the Looks of a Raſcal, 
who would not ſtick to plunder a Houſe; l'm a 
Perſon not to be truſted ; I can. cut Peoples 
T hroats, and carry away their Purſes ; that's 
what you think of me. 

Pray, who tells you ſo, Child? ſaid he, and 
coloured. Oh, reply'd I, I'm ſpeaking before a 
very diſcerning Gentleman, who has ſeen thro? 
me plain enough ; God inſpires him that I'm 
good for nothing. You may put what face on't 
you pleaſe, but I know what you think. This 
ſame honeſt Gentleman has alſo ſaid, that I am 
too young; and that if theſe Ladies kept me, 
it might occaſion ill Thoughts in their Neigh- 
bours: without reckoning that the Devil's a 
Sly-boots,, and might make uſe of me as a means 
of Temptation to my Miſtreſſes; for Pm a 
Puppy with a handſome fort of a Face, Is it 
not ſo, Mr. Director? I don't know what you 
mean, ſaid he, and caſt his Eyes upon the 
Ground, | | | 
On, as to that, anſwer'd I, don't you think 
Mrs, Haberd the Younger has too much 1 

| ne 
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neſs for me on account of the ſmall ſervice J 
did her ? perhaps there's a Sin lurking there 
which may take root, do you ſee : there's no oc- 
caſion to be apprehenſive for the eldeſt, ſhe's 
Obedience itſelf; I might ſtay, was there no 
body but her ; ſhe don't care a ruſh for me nor 
my Face neither; ſhe's willing enough I ſhould 
be kick'd out of doors : but this youngeſt is 
obſtinate, that's a bad Sign ; ſhe has too good 
an Opinion of me, and ſhe ought to have a 
good Opinion of no body but her Director for 
the Benefit of her Conſcience, and the Satiſ- 
faction of your's. However, take care; for a 
propos now I ſpeak of Conſcience, had it not 
been for the Charity of your's, the Peace of God 
might have been here ftill ; you know that as 
well as I, Mr. Director. | 
What's your Intent in talking to me in this 
manner? ſaid he. Becauſe, anſwer'd I, God 
does not require us to ſeek for mid-day at four 
a, clock in the afternoon, Meditate upon that 
a little; when you preach'd to theſe Ladies, I 
was not far from the Pulpit. As for my part, 
I've no notion of 'theſe Quirks of Policy; I 
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verning a parcel of Women, I am not fo art- 
ſul 3 I get my bread by waiting on other folks, 
whilſt they eat theirs ; and let every one walk 
as uprightly in their Calling as I do, Though I 
fancy your's is rather a more precarious one 
than mine; for I never was ſo jealous of my 
ſtation as you are of your's, nor ever endea- 
vour'd to give any body their diſmiſſion for fear 
- receiving my Cm. 
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Our Gentleman made no anſwer to what I 
ſaid, but turn'd his Back and away. 


There are certain little Truths againſt which 
there's no Defence. The Confuſion he was in 

ave him no time to adjuſt a Reply; and the 
ſhorteſt was to ſave himſelf. 


Mean while no Catherine appear'd ; and I 
was at leaſt a quarter of an hour longer in ex-" 
pecting her: at laſt ſhe came down, lifting up 
her Hands to Heaven, and crying, Oh, my 
good God ! what ſtrange doings are here ! 


What, ſaid I, Mrs. Catherine, have they 
been fighting above ſtairs? is any body dead 
then? Ah! my poor Lad, faid ſhe, it's our 
Houſe-keeping that's murder'd ; it's quite knock'd 
on the head, | 

How! ſaid I, and pray what has murder'd 
it? Well-a-day ! anſwer'd ſhe, why a Scruple 
which has been put into their Noddles by a Ser- 
mon of Mr. Director's. I always ſaid that 
Man hanker'd too much after Conſciences. 


But once again, what's the Matter? faid I: 
Why, we're all turn'd topſy turvy, anſwer'd 
ſhe, our Ladies find they can't get to Heaven to- 
gether, and therefore the Concluſion of the whole 
is, that it's actually ſo, My Youngeſt Miſtreſs is 
going to take another Houſe, and ſhe bid me or- 
der you to attend here, for you muſt wait upon 
her, and you muſt both attend. upon me too 1 
think; for this Eldeſt is a very ſhrew ; I'm. ſome- 
times a little fretful myſelf, theſe Prieſts could 
never cure me of that, for I was born in Picardy, 
it's the Grain of the Country; two hot Heads will 
never keep a Houſe cool, mine muſt ev'n * 
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the youngeſt Company, ſhe's good-humour'd 
enough, N N 

Catherine had hardly concluded her Speech, 
when this Youngeſt appear'd, | 8 
My Lad, ſaid ſhe, as ſhe was coming in, my 
Siſter won't admit of your ſtaying here any lon- 
ger, but for my Part I'm reſolv'd to keep you: 
She and the Clergy man who parted from us juſt 
now, have been ſaying ſuch diſobliging Things to | 
to me upon your Account, that I can't help reſen-- 
ting them, and you ſhall reap the Advantage of 
the ſhocking Imprudence with which they talk'd 
to me. I brought you here, and beſides I'm ob- 
| 
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lig'd to you: Therefore you ſhall be with me. 
Fm going directly to hire other Lodgings ; but 
you muſt aſſiſt me to walk, for I am not thorough- 
ly recover'd yet. | 
When you pleaſe, Madam, ſaid I, I have no 
Miſtreſs here but you, and I aſſure you that III 
never give you any Occaſion to be diſſatisfyd with 
my Service. A 
Madam, faid Catherine immediately, we won't 
part neither, do you underſtand me? I can toſs 
you up as nice Fricaſies any where elſe as I can 
here. Let this Eldeſt provide for herſelf, for my | 
ſhare I begin to be tir'd, one has never done with | 
her; ſometimes there's too much of this, and ſome- 
times there's too much of that: Well, well, go 
your Ways, hadn't it been for you, the meat 
might have roaſted itſelf long enough before now 
for Catherine. But you're ſo ſweet-temper'd{ 
And then as a Chriſtian one muſt have Patience: 
You make one love you, whether one will or no. 
I am oblig'd to you for your good Opinion of 
me, ſaid Mrs Haberd; we ſhall ſee what's to be done, 
oe; | when 
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when I've taken a Houſe. I have a great many 
Goods here, it will be impoſſible to move them, 
under two or three Days, and we ſhall have time 
* to ſettle Aﬀairs between us: Come, Ja- 
cob, let's go, That's the Name I had taken, and 
this Lady remember'd it ſtill, | f 

Dame Catherine ſeem'd a litile confus'd at her 
Anſwer; and as ready as ſhe uſually was at a Re- 
ply, ſhe could find none at that Time, but ſtood 
ſpeechleſs, 

I eaſily diſcern'd that Mrs Haberd had no In- 
tention of taking her with us ; and indeed we were 
like to be no great Loſers; for tho' ſhe babbled 
over as many Prayers in a Day, as would fairly 
have ſerv'd her a Month, had ſhe repeated them 
. with the neceſſary Decorum, yet her Devotion was 
always crabbed, and ſhe was certainly as brutiſh a 
Creature as ever lumber'd a Houſe, If ſhe ſpake 
a kind Word, it was always with the ſame Tone 
in which other People quarrel. 443-00 

But we'll leave her to digeſt the Anſwer which 
Mrs Haberd gave her, 

Away we went, the and I together;ſhe took hold 
of my Arm, and I never in my Life aflifted any 
body to walk with ſuch a good Will. The be- 
haviour of this generous Lady had won my Heart. 
There's nothing affords ſo compleat a Satisfaction 
as the being ſure of any one's Ftiendſhip, and of 
her's I was ſure, abſolutely ſure ; tho' at the ſame 
time, I can't deſcribe in what Manner I under- 
ſtood this Friendſhip, of which I was ſo poſitive; 
it's certain I conſider'd it in a very flattering Light; 
it touch'd me far beyond the Power of an ordinary 
good Will, and I found thoſe Charms in it which 
are not in the other. Nor was I backwards. in ow ; 
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fying my Acknowledgment in as particular a Man- 
ner in my Turn; all my Actions had ſomething 
careſſing in them. 

Whenever ſhe turn'd a Glance towards me, I 
ſeem'd to take a Pride in myſelf, I adjuſted my 
Eyes, and every look was a {ort of Compliment; 
yet I could aſſign no Reaſon to my ſelf for all this; 
what I did was the Effect of meer Inſtinct, and 
Inftin& explains nothing. 

WMe were already got about fifty Paces from 
the Houſe, and had. neither of us ſpoke a Word; 
but the walk ſeem'd very agreeable: to both. 
held ber with Joy, and. ſhe receiv'd my Service 
with Pleaſure ; At leaſt I imagin'd ſo, nor was 1 


5 miſtaken, 


Whilſt we went RY in. this mute Man- 

ner, which proceeded, . I believe, from our not 
knowing how to begin the Converſation, I perceiv'd 
4 Bill which ſeem'd, to promiſe very commodious 
Lodgings for Mrs Haberd; and immediately ſeiz d 
the opportunity to break a Silence, which appear'd 
only troubleſome to both of us. 
Madam, ſaid I, will you pleaſe to ſee what A- 
partments they have in this Houſe? No, no, 
Child, anſwer'd ſhe, I ſhould be too near my Si - 
ſter ; lets go farther on, we'll look in another 
Quarter, 

Lord! Madam, reply'd I, how is it poffible 
this Siſter of your's could differ with you? You 
are of ſuch a winning Temper, was one a Turk 
one could not help loving you. For example, 
I who never ſaw you till to day, was never ſo 
light-hearted in my Life. 

Indeed! Jacob, ſaid ſhe. Oh! Madam, faid I, 
you may ſoon know the Truth of that, it's only 

looking 
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looking in my Face for't. So much the better, 
faid ſhe, it is then as it ſhould be ; for you are more 
oblig'd:to me than you're aware of. 

So much the better again, ſaid I ; for there's 
nothing gives one ſo much Pleaſure, as the being 
oblig'd to thoſe who have won our very Souls, 

Why, Jacob, ſaid ſhe, you are to underſtand, 
that my parting from my Siſter is entirely upon 
your Account. Once more tell you ſo; but you 
aſſiſted me this Morning with ſo much Concern, 
that I was really ſenſibly affected with it. 

What Happineſs is mine ! cry'd I, with a 
Tranſport which made me hug the Arm LI held a 
little. God be prais'd for having directed my 
Way over the new Bridge! But as to the Aſſi- 
ſtance I gave you, Madam, that's no ſuch extra- 
ordinary Matter: Who could ſee ſuch a Lady as 

ou taken ill, without being in Pain for her? 
or my Part, I was in a perfect fright. Pray, 
Madam, excuſe my Expreſſions; but there are 
ſome. People whoſe Faces make every body their 
Friend who ſees them; and one of thoſe. Faces, 
your Mother in her Bounty has beſtow'd upon 


you, 

Thou expreſſeſt thyſelf pleaſantly, ſaid ſhe; 
but ſo artleſsly that I can't help being diverted : 
Tell me, Jaceb, what are thy Parents in the 
Country? Alas! Madam, faid I, they're not Rich, 
but for Gentility, they're the Cream of our Pariſh; 
nobody can deny that. As to Profeſſion, my 
Father is Vine-Dreſſer and Farmer to our Lord of 
the Mannor. But I'm out there, I don't know 
what he is, he has neither Vineyard nor Farm 
now ; for our Maſter's dead, and it was his 


Houſe in Paris that Icame from, For my =— 
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Relations, they're none of your ſmall Fry neither, 
they call them Mr. and rs, except an Aunt 
I have who's always call'd Madam, becauſe of 
her having been marry'd to a Surgeon of our 
Country, who dy'd on the Wedding Day; and 
for grief of his Death,- this Aunt of mine has be- 
taken herſelf to teach School in our Village ; they 
generally pull of their hats to her when they ſee 
her. Beſides this, I've two Uncles, one of them's 
2 Vicar, and has always a good Stock of Wine by 
him, and the other was in Hopes of being ſo two 
or three Times; but he ftill follows the Trade of 
Curate till he can get ſomething better. The 
Attorney of our Town is alſo our Couſin, at 
leaſt ; and there's a Talk in the Country, that 
our Grandmother was a Gentleman's Daughter: 
It's true indeed, not to lie for the Matter, that's 
the Left-Side; but for the Right-Side is not far from 


it; we come into the World which Way we 


can, and it's always on the Left-Hand of Genti- 
lity.— As to the reſt of them, they're all- fine 
Folks; and this is all the Account I can give 
you of my Relations, only I forgot a little Pop- 
pet of a Couſin, who is not out of his ſwaddling 
Cloaths yet. nyt enen? wal 

Why, anſwer'd Mrs. Haberd, one may call this 
a good Country Family;and- there are a great many 
a People who make a Figure in the World, and 
yet can't boaſt ſuch an honeſt Deſcent, + We, 
for Example, are deriv'd from ſuch à one 
eurſelves, yet I think it no Diſgrace to me. Our 
Father was a wealthy Farmer's Son, who left 
him wherewithall to carry on 'a conſiderable 
Trade, and my Siſter and | have very eaſy For- 


tunes. * 
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That's apparent, ſaid I, from your good 
Houſe-Keeping, Madam; and l'm overjoy'd at 
it for your ſake who deſerve all the farms belon- 


ging to the City and Suburbs of Paris; but this 


makes me think what a Pity it is that you won't 
leave ſome of your Breed behind you; there's ſo 
much bad Grain in the World, that it's a Sin 
not to bear good when we can, one would make 
amends for the other, and you could no more 
want Suiters than the Rivers want drops of Water. 
Perhaps it might have been fo, reply'd ſhe 
laughing ; but not at this time of Day; I'm 
without them at preſent, Jacob. — 
You without them, cry'd ] ! No, no, Ma- 
dam, that can never be; you muſt hide you Face 
in a Mask then! So long as they ſee the Honey, 
the Flies will be buzzing. Odds my Life ! who 
would not marry his Face to yout's, tho? even 
no Parſon was to be at the Wedding? Had my 
Father been the Son of a we:lthy Farmer, and 
capable of driving a great Trade; troth! we'd 
ſoon ſee, whether this Face of your's ſhould paſs 
by the Shop without having Buſineſs with me, 
Mrs. Haberd made no other Anſwer, than by 
laughing outright ; - but it was a Laugh which 
proceeded leſs from the Pleaſantries I ſpake, than 
the Compliments couch'd under them. I could 
ſee her Heart was not at all chagrin'd at the Hu- 
mour mine was in. | 
The more ſhe laugh'd, the faſter I talk'd. By 
degrees, I grew bolder in my. Expreſſions; from 
complaiſant, they were already become flattering ; 
and preſently they were ſomething more lively; 
and immediatly they begun to ſoften into tender- 
neſs ; and then troth it was downright Love, Le 
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bare Word excepted, which I durſt not venture 
upon, as thinking it rather too groſs ; but I gave 
her the full Value of it without bating her a Doit. 

She ſeem'd not to underſtand what I ſaid, but 
let it all paſs under Pretence of the innocent Plea- 
ſure ſhe took in hearing my comical Prate, 

I made my Advantage of her hypocritical Way 
of liſtening to me. I then begun to open my 
Eyes upon my good Fortune, and concluded upon 
the Spot, that ſhe muſt certainly have an Incli- 


nation for me, ſince ſhe never once offer'd to fi- 


lence ſuch an amorous Diſcourſe as mine. 

Nothing makes one ſo amiable as the thoughts 
of being belov'd; and as I was naturally lively: 
beſides as that Vivacity ſpur'd me on, and as I 
was ignorant in the Arts of Diſguiſe ; in ſhort, 
as I had no other reſtraint upon my Tongue, than 
alittle awkard timorouſneſs, which was diminiſh'd 
ev'ry Moment by the Impunity it met with, I 
let fall moſt aſtoniſhing Careſſes, and all with a 
Courage and Ardour which at leaft perſuaded her 
that what I ſaid was fincere; and this Sincerity is 
always ſure to pleaſe, tho* it even comes from 
thoſe we've no Value for. 
We were ſo entirely wrap'd up in this Con- 
verſation, that we had forgot the Houſe we were 
to hire, | | 

But at. laſt a ſtop which we met with in one 
of the Streets, oblig'd us to break it off; and I 
took notice that Mrs, Haberd's Eyes were more 
gay than uſual, $38 | 0 

During this Interruption, ſhe faw a Bill in 
her Turn, I like this Quarter very well, ſaid 
the (it was towards Saint Gervais) here are 
Lodgings to be let, we'll ſee what they are. 


Accordingly 
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Accordingly we went in, and ask'd to ſee the 
Apartment to be let. 1 1 

The Perſon who own'd the Houſe dwelt in a 
Part of it herſelf, ſhe came to us. N 

She was an Attorney's Widow, who had lef ther 
a very handſome Maintenance, and ſhe liv'd 
according to it. As to the reſt, the Woman was 
a likely Woman enough, much about Mrs. Ha- 
berd's Age, had the ſame freſh Colour, but was 
ſomething fatter ; ſhe was a little upon the goſſip 
with her . but then ſhe was an exceeding 
good · natur d one; ſhe took a Friendſhip to you 
at firſt ſight, open'd all her Heart to you, 
told you her Affairs, ask'd after your's, then re- 
turn'd to her own, and immediately to you again: 
talk'd to you about her Daughter, for ſhe had 
only one; inform'd you that ſhe was eighteen 
Years of Age, run over the Actions of her infan- 
cy, what Sickneſſes ſhe had: Then fell upon 
the Subject of her deceas'd Husband, begun the 


| Hiſtoryof his Childhood, proceeded to their Court- 


ſhip, told you how long it laſted; paſs'd from that 
to their Marriage, gave you an Account of the 
Life they led together; he was one of the beſt 
Men in the World! Mightily addicted to his 
Study; therefore he got a great deal by his Know- 
ledge and good Management : He was naturally 
a little jealous, occafion'd too by the extraordina- 
ry Love he bore her; very ſubject to the Gravel; 
God knows what he ſuffer'd ! The Care ſhe took 
of him: In ſhort, he dy'd in a very Chriſtian 
Manier. Speaking this ſhe wip'd her Eyes, {cr 
ſhe really ſhed Tears; which was becauſe this 
melancholy Part of the tory requir'd it, not be- 
cauſe of the Loſs itſelf; for directly, ſhe want to 
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ſomething elſe, which made it as neceſſary t 
laugh ; and accordingly ſhe laugh'd. 
It coſt me no other Trouble in drawing this 
Picture than only to recollect all the Diſcourſe 
with which this good Widow entertain'd us, 
For as ſoon as we had ſeen the Apartment in 
queſtion, ſhe took us into the Room where her 
Daughter was, till we ſhould ſettle a little S:ruple 
about the Price; very cordially made us fit down, 
plac'd herſelf by us, and there .o'erwhelm'd us, 
if I may uſe the Expreſſion, with that Deluge 
of Confidence and to-no-purpoſe Stories which 1 
juſt now repeated. Wes 
For my part, I was exceflively tir'd with 
her prate, tho' at the ſame time I could not help 
being delighted with her Character; becauſe I 
was ſenſible. ſhe only talk'd, for the pleaſure of 
hearing herſelf talk: it was purely the ſuper- 
fluous bounty of a tittle tattle Heart. 
 -» dhe offer d us a Collation, order'd it to be 
brought in, tho' we refus'd it; made us eat, 
tho we had no inclination; and aſſur'd us 
that we ſhould not leave her before we were 
agreed. I ſay we; for it muſt be remember'd 
that I was dreſs'd in an uniform Suit with- 
out Livery ; the ſame which my former Miſtreſs 
had given me; and in this habit, which was 
agreeable enough to my looks, I might very 
well be taken either for ſome young Tradeſ- 
man, or a relation of Mrs. Haberd's. The 
plain, tho' genteel manner in which ſhe her- 
ſelf was dreſs'd, allow'd their doing me that 
honour. Beſides, during the converſation, that 
Lady would often turn towards me, with a 
familiar friendly Air; and as for me, I 1 
| hay? 
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hav'd as conformably as if ſhe had given me 
the word, » 

She had her reaſons for acting thus, which 
I could not then dive into ; but without trou- 
bling my head about them, I took the hint, 
and was charm'd at her proceeding. 

We fat there two tedious long Hours at leaſt, 
which was partly Mrs. Haberd's fault, who 
was no enemy to your prolix Narrations, but 
threw away her time with as much good will 
as any Body. Tho' allowances muſt be made; 
for every Woman's a goſlip, or takes a plea- 
ſure in hearing thoſe who are; the love of prat- 
tle is a tribute which ſhe pays to her Sex. 
There are a few filent Women indeed, but I 
can't believe them to be natuaral Characters; it's 
either Experience or Education which has 
taught them to be ſo, 

At length, Mrs. Haberd bethought her ſelf 
that we had a conſiderable way to walk before 
we reach'd home ; ſhe got up. 

When we were upon our legs the Conver- 
fation renew'd again for ſome time; at laſt we 
got to the door, where me made another ſtand, 
which finally terminated the debate; for Mrs. 
Haherd having been ſufficiently cafeſs'd and 
flatter d upon the ſweetneſs and m of her 
air; the high opinion which the other had of 
her good Qualitics, Chriſtian Morals, and a- 
miable Character, ſtruck up the bargain for 
the Apartment. 

It was agreed that ſhe ſhould come to lodge 
there within three days, they neither ask'd her 
with who, nor how * y perſons ſhe was 
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to bring with her; that queſtion was forgot 
amongſt the croud of other things which they 
talk'd of, It was lucky enough; ſor we ſhall 
ſee that Mrs. Haberd would have been per- 
plex'd had ſhe been oblig'd to have made an 
immediate anſwer to it. 

We were now in our return home; I paſs 
by an infinite number of things which Mrs. 
Haberd and I diſcours'd of, Among the reſt, 
we talk*d of our Landlady with whom we were 
to lodge. | 

T like that Woman, ſaid ſhe, I fancy we ſhall 
agree very well together, and I almoſt long till 
Jam there: We have nothing to do now but to 
provide ourſelves with a Cook ; for I own to you, 

acob, I will have no Catherine; ſhe is of a 
rude, untractable Temper, and beſides ſhe'd be 
continually. intriguing with my Siſter, who is 
naturally very inquiſitive, without reckoning that 
all our Devotees are ſa; they make themſelves 
amends for the Sins they do not commit, by the 
Pleaſure they take in diſcovering the Sins of other 
People; they account it ſo much Gain fo them; 
but it is I who make this remark, it is not Mrs, 
Haberd, who continuing to ſpeak to me about 
her Siſterince we muſt part, ſaid ſhe, it ſhall 
be once for all, that I am reſolv'd on; but thou 
| haſt no notion of Cookery, and even if thou 
had'ſt, it is not my Intention to employ thee in 
RS | 5 
Lou ſhall employ me in what you pleaſe, ſaid 
I; but now we are got upon this Subject, is it 
becauſe you think of ſome other Buſineſs for me: 
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This is not a proper place to tell you my 
thoughts in,reply'd ſhe ; however, you muſt have 
obſerv'd that I mention'd nothing before our 
Landlady, that could give her any Item of your 
being a Servant; neither is it poſſible ſhe could 
divine it from your Dreſs ; therefore I charge you 
when we go there, to regulate your Behaviour 
by mine. Ask me no more now, this is all the 
Satisfaction I can afford you at preſent, 

May Heaven reward your good Intentions! 
anſwer'd I, quite charm'd with this little Diſ- 
courſe, 'which ſeem'd a lucky Omen to me : But 
harkee, Madam, there is another Affair to be 
adjuſted ſtill; perhaps I may be ask'd a few 
Queſtions concerning my ſelf; they may ſay, 
Who are you? or, Who are you not? Now, 
who would you pleaſe to have me be ? Here you 
have made me a Mr.; but this Mr. who is he? 
Mr. Jacob? Will that ſound well? Jacob's my 
Chriftian Name, and a very good Name it is ; 
we may even leave that as we find it, for it is not 
worth while to change and get nothing ; there- 
fore I will keep it; but I want another; my 
Father is call'd Goodman la Yalle, and if you 
think proper, I'll be Mr. de la Vallee's Son. 
Thou art in the right, ſaid ſhe laughing, 
thou art in the right, Mr. de la Vallee, call thy 
ſelf ſo: But this is not all, reply'd I; ſuppoſe 
they ſhould ſay, Mr. de la Vallée, what Buſineſs 
have you with Mrs. Haberd? what anſwer muſt 
I make them? 

Ohl ſaid ſhe, that difficulty is not great; I 
ſhan't leave Matters long undecided; in the 


Apartment I have taken, there is a Room very 
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diſtant from that which I deſign for my ſelf, 
you ſhall be there, under the decent pretence of 
being a Kinſman of mine who lives with me 
and manages my Affairs; beſides, as I have al- 
ready told you, we will ſoon make our ſelves 
eaſy upon that Article; a few Days will ſuffice 
to determine my Thoughts, and indeed I muſt 
be ſudden ; for Circumſtances won't admit a 
Delay. Be ſure ſpeak nothing of all this at 
my Siſter's, but behave as uſual during the 
little time we have to be there; you muſt re- 
turn to morrow Morning to our Landlady's, 
ſhe ſeems to be a very obliging Woman ; you 
ſhall defire her to get us a Cook Maid ; and if 
ſhe asks you any Queſtions in regard to your- 
ſelf; why, anſwer her agreeable to what we 
have been talking of; call thy ſelf de la 
Vallte, and my Kinſman ; you make a good 
Figure enough for that. 

Oh! cry'd I, how the Plot tickles me ! 
what Joy gallops through my Heart for I do 
not know why! I muſt be your Coſin then, 
muſt I ? But yet, my fair Colin, was I to 
chuſe my. own Quality, it ſhould not be that 
of your Kinſman; no, no, I have a better taſte 
than that comes to ; the Relationſhip does me a 
great deal of Honour ; but ſometimes Honour 
and Happineſs go together, is not it ſo ? 

We were drawing very near Home when 
I ſpoke this; but I perceiv'd that ſhe imme- 
_ diately flacken'd her pace to gain time to an- 
ſwer me, and to make me explain my ſelf, 

1 do not rightly underſtand you, Mr. de 
la Vallée, ſaid ſhe, with an accent full of 
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Humour, I cannot apprehend what this 
Quality is which you would chuſe. 

Oh! Coſin, faid 1, I muft beg your Par- 
don for that; I dare not advance a Step 
farther; I am not of a Humour to forget 
the Reſpect I owe you, though you are my 
Relation ; but if by Chance, one time or other 
you ſhould have a fancy to take a Partner in 


ouſekeeping; I mean one of thoſe whom 


they do not ſend into Chambers apart, and who 
are bold enough to ſleep upon. the fame Pillow ; 
what do they call the Profeſſion of thoſe ſort of 
People? They ſtile them Husbands with us: 
have they the ſame Names here ? For Example 
now, would this Partner of your's, when you 
took him, change his Quality of Coſin with 
which you have honour'd me ? Anſwer in 
Conſcience, You have my Riddle, ean you 
gueſs it now? 

J will tell you that ſome other time, ſaid ſhe, 
turning towards me with an indulgent look; 
dut thy Riddle is a very diverting one: Ves, 
troth! ſaid I, and a great many pretty things 
might be made of it, if we would but take 
it in it's right Meaning. 

Huſh ! cry'd ſhe immediately, this is no time 
to talk of ſuch Waggeries ; and the Moment ſhe 
ſtopp'd me, we found our ſelves at her Door, 
where we got about the Dusk of the Evening. 

Catherine let us in, big with Curioſity to 
_ Mrs. Haberd's Intentions concerning 

r, | 

I ſhall ay nothing of the extraordinary fuſs 
which ſhe made with us, nor of the diſlike 
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which the expreſs'd for the eldeſt Siſter's ſervice ; 
and this diſlike was certainly ſincere, becauſe the 
removal of the youngeſt Siſter would leave her 
alone with the other: But for all that, whilſt 
they were together, Dame Catherine only made 
her Court to the eldeſt, whoſe haughty and impe- 
rious temper requir'd ſuch Subjection, and who be- 
ſides had always the Government of the Houſe, 

But the Union of the two Siſters being diſ- 
ſolv'd, alter'd the Caſe, and it was much the 
moſt engaging to ſerve the youngeſt whom ſhe 
might govern, | | 

Catherine inſorm'd us that the eldeſt was gone 
out, and that ſhe deſign'd to lie at a Devotee's 
of her Acquaintance, for fear God ſhould be 
angry if the two Siſters ſhould ſee one another 
again in the preſent Circumſtance : I am glad 
' ſhe is gone, ſaid Catherine, we ſhall ſup with 
the better Stomach; ſhan't we Madam? Aſ- 
ſuredly, my Siſter has done very prudently, 
reply'd Mrs. Haberd, ſhe is as much Miſtreſs of 
her Actions as I am of mine. 

To this ſucceeded a hundred little Queſtions 
from the complaiſant Cook: You were out 
along while, have you taken a Houſe ? Does 
it ſtand pleaſant? ls it far from hence? Shall 
we be near the Markets ? is the Kitchen con- 
venient ? Is there a Chamber for me? 

She extorted a few anſwers in the laconic 
ſtile; I had alſo my ſhare in her cajoleries ; 
to which I reply'd with my uſual gaiety, with- 
out telling her a Syllable more than Mrs. Ha- 
berd told her, by whom I regulated my con- 


duct. 
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We'll talk of thoſe things another time, 
Catherine, ſaid ſhe; in ſhort, I'm too much 
fatigu'd at preſent, let me have Supper as ſoon 
as you can, that I may go to bed. 

Upon which ſhe went up into her Cham- 
ber, and I to lay the cloth, as alſo to eſ- 
cape the importunate' interrogatories of Cathe- 
rine, from whom I expected a perſecution as 
ſoon as we ſhould be together. 

| I was a long while in my office; for 
Mrs, Haberd being come into the Room 
where I was laying the Cloth, I jeſted with 
her about Catherine's uneaſineſs; if we ſhould 
take her along with us, ſaid I, adieu Rela- 
tionſhip ! there could be no Mr. de la Yall. 

I amus'd her with ſuch fort of diſcourſe, 
whilſt ſhe drew up a little Memorandum of 
the Goods which belong'd to her, and which 
ſhe intended to remove from her Siſter's ; for 
upon the Strangeneſs which the other ſhew'd 
in abſenting herſelf from the houſe ; ſhe de- 
ſign'd, if poſſible, to lodge in her new Apart- 
ment the next Night, 

Mr. de la Vallee, ſaid ſhe, laughing, go 
to morrow Morning as early as you ean, and 
get me an Upholſterer to unturniſh my Cham- 
ber, and my Cloſet; tell him to bring car- 
riages with him, and every thing neceſſary to 
remove my goods; they may carry them 
all in a day, if they make any uſe of their 
time. 

I wiſh they were already carry'd, faid I, 
ſo impatient I am till we drink together ; 
for yonder, my plate N be plac'd oppoſite 
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to your's, the Kinſman muſt eat with his 
Kinſwoman ; therefore depend upon't, ev'ry 
thing ſhall be ready for the march by ſe⸗ 
ven a clock in the Morning. 

What was concluded, was executed. Mrs. 
Haberd ſupp'd ; and being grown hardy with 
her, I invited her to drink the laſt Glaſs, 
which I fill'd her to her Coſin's Health; 
whilſt Catherine, who every now and then 
came up ſor ſomething or other, was gone 
down into the Kitchen. 

The Cofin's Health was drank, and I did 
her Juſtice upon the Spot; for as ſoon as ſhe 
had taken off her Brimmer, (and it was one) 
I pour'd out another of all Wine; and then, 
to your Health, Cofin ; after which I went 
down to ſup in my turn, | 

J eat a great deal, but chew'd little, ſuch a 
hurry I was in to have done; for I rather 
choſe to run the hazard of an Indigeſtion than 
to ſtay long with Catherine, whoſe impertinent 
Curioſity plagu'd me to death. Therefore un- 
der pretence of being obliged to riſe early in the 
Morning, I retir'd, leaving her moſt forrow- 
fully amaz'd at all ſhe ſaw, as well as at my pre- 
cipitate haſte in cramming down my Victuals, 
without anſwering her any other ways than by 
Monoſyllables. | 

But, Jacob, tell me this; tell me that, 
Troth, Madam Catherine, ſaid I, Mrs. Haberd 
has. taken. a Houſe ; ſhe hung upon my Arm, 
we went, and now we are come back again; 
that's all I know ;. good night. Oh, how ſhe 
long'd' to rail at me! But ſhe: was in _ 
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ſtill, and the Brute durſt not make a noiſe. 

It's time I proceed to events of more mo- 
ment; therefore let us make haſte to our new 
Houſe. | 

The next Morning the Upholſterer came, 
and mov'd our Goods off the Ground ; we 
made a running dinner, deferring a more re- 
gular Meal till we could ſup at our new Lodg- 
ings. At laſt Catherine being convinced that 
ſhe was not to go with us, treated us agree- 
able to the Indifference we ſhow'd her, and as 
our Deſertion of her deſerv'd; ſhe diſputed the 
Propriety of I don't know how much Linen 
with Mrs. Haberd, affirming it belong'd to her 
eldeſt Siſter ; and would have beat me; me! 
who was ſo like the deceas'd Baptiſt, whom 
ſhe told me ſhe lov'd fo dearly. Mrs. Haberd 
wrote a Note, and left it upon the Table for 
her Sifter, in which ſhe acquainted her that 
ſhe would come in ſeven or eight Days, to 
ſettle with her, and to diſcuſs ſome little ac- 
counts which they had together, A Hackney- 
Coach came to take us, in we went without 
Ceremony, I and my Coſin; and then, Drive 
away Coachman, 

We are now at our new Houſe ; and hence- 
forwards you may expect to find my Adven- 
tures more grand and important. Mr. Jacob, 
your humble Servant; we have no Buſineſs 
now but with Mr. de la Yallee;, a Name 
which I bore for ſome time, and which was 
really my Father's, though uſually join'd with 
another to diſtinguiſh him from one of his 
Brother's ; and it's this other Name that I am 

E 5 known 


directly, by calling Coſin 
ſtill a Spice of the Village in my Accent and 
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known to the World by, which I think pro- 
per to conceal, and which I did not aſſume 
till after Mrs. Haberd's Death; nor then, be- 
cauſe I was diſſatisfy'd with my former, but 


| becauſe my Countrymen obſtinately perſiſted 


in calling,me by no other. Let us paſs to the 
new Houſe. | 

Our Landlady receiv'd us as if we had been 
her moſt intimate Friends. Mrs, Haberd 
found her Chamber in nice Order ; and I had 
a little Campaign Bed ready prepar'd for me, 
in the ſeparate Apartment J ſpoke of. | 

The Affair was now, what we ſhould have 
for Supper ; there was a Cook liv'd at the 
next door, who could have furniſh'd us with 
any thing ; but our obliging Landlady, whom 
I had inform'd in the morning of our being to 
come that evening, had provided for us, and 
abſolutely inſiſted upon our ſupping with her. 

Mrs. Haberd began immediately to eſtabliſh 
my Quality of Coſin; to which I anſwer'd 
again : and as I had 


Expreſſions, we remedy'd that by ſaying J 
was juſt come out of the Country, and that 


1 had not been above two or three Months at 


Paris. 
But tho? I had hitherto a few clowneries 


in my diſcourſe ; yet I had learn'd to correct 


that fault above a Month before whenever 1 
had a mind, and I only preſerv'd that rural 
turn with Mrs. Haberd, becauſe I perceiv'd 
it was of ſervice to me, and that I could 
ſay what I would to her under colour of that 
: ruſtick 
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ruſtick Dialect; but it's certain I could ſpeak 


better French when I pleaſed. I had already 
acquir'd a tolerable Phraſe, and thought my 
ſelf oblig'd to endeavour at as polite a one 
as poſſible. 

Our repaſt was one of the gayeſt in the 
world, and I was more gay than any body, 

I thought myſelf in a flattering Situation; 
there were great likelihoods of Mrs Haberd's 
being in love with me, ſhe was very amia- 
ble as yet, ſhe was an extraordinary Match 
for me; ſhe enjoy'd an yearly income of four 
thouſand Livres and upwards, and the pro- 


ſpect before me was a very ſmiling one; it 


was enough to rejoice the heart of a young 
Peaſant like me, at almoſt the firft jump from 
the Plough tail, to be capable of throwing my- 
ſelf into the honourable rank of a good Bur- 
geſs of Paris; in ſhort I was upon the very 
criſis of being a Gentleman, upon having 
my rents to live on, with the careſſes of a 
Wife whom I was far from hating, and for 
whom | at leaſt felt a Gratitude ſo extreamly 
like Love, that I never troubled myſelf to ex- 
amine the difference. 

I was naturally of a ſprightly temper, you 
may perceive it by the account which I've 
=_ of my Life; and when this natural 
prightlineſs is join'd by new Motives of Vi- 
vacity, God knows how it tranſports one! it's 
certain I was in tip-top Spirits; to which 
you may add a little Wit, an ingredient | ne- 
ver wanted ; heighten the whole with an a- 
greeable Countenance, and then tell me, 3 
ther 
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ther I was not qualify'd for à pleaſant table 
Companion ? Don't you think I became my 
place ? ; 

Undoubtedly I appear'd to be ſomebody ; 
for our Landlady was a great friend to 
Mirth, indeed more capable of enjoying, than 
furniſhing it; for her converſation was too 
rambling to be poignant ; and at table we 
ſhould have Words, not tedious Stories. 

Our Landlady therefore could not tell what 
compliment to make me worthy,. ſhe ſaid; of 
the pleaſure ſhe receiv'd from my Company; 
ſhe melted into open tenderneſs when ſhe 
look'd at me, I had won her Heart, and: 
ſhe frankly own'd it, ſhe conceal'd no- 
thing. 

Her Daughter who as I've told you, was 
ſeventeen or eighteen years of age,. I forget: 
which, and who was more reſerv'd and cun-- 
ning than her Mother, alſo gave me a great 
many Leers; ſhe affected rather an hypo- 
critical than a modeſt Carriage, and would 
not ſhow above half the liking the had for my 
diſcourſe, 

Mrs. Haberd, on the other ſide, ſeem'd- 
perfectly aſtoniſhed at the Vivacity I diſco- 
ver'd ; I could fee by her looks, that ſhe had 
believ'd me to have a pretty deal of wit, but 
never ſo much as I had. 

I took notice at the ſame time that it en- 
creas'd her eſteem and inclination for me; 
tho\. this augmentation of her good Opinion was 
not without it's uneaſineſs neither. 


The- 
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The encomiums of my frank Landlady 
diſturb'd her, nor were the fly artful Glan- 
ces of the young Girl unobſerv'd by her. Per- 
ſons who' love, have their eyes every where, 
and her heart was divided between the An- 
xiety of ſeeing me ſo lov'd, and the fatisfac- 
tion of ſeeing me ſo amiable. 

J perceiv'd it at once; for this talent of look- 
ing into Peoples minds, and reading their 
ſecret thoughts, is a gift which I always pof- 
ſeſs'd, and which has ſometimes done me ad- 
mirable ſervice, 

I was immediately charm'd to find Mrs. 
Haberd in ſuch a diſpoſition; it was a good 
ſign for my hopes, it confirm'd me that ſhe'd: 
an inclination for me, and might probably 
haſten her deſigns in my favour, eſpecially 
fince the leers of the daughter and the amo- 
rous compliments of the Mother, ſeem'd to 
put me up, at, Who bids moſt ? - 

Therefore 1 redoubled my agreements as 
faſt as poſſible to continue Mrs. Haberd in 
the alarms ſhe had taken; but as it was ne- 
cefſary ſhe ſhould. be afraid of their liking 
me, and not of my liking them, F manag'd 
the matter in ſuch a manner, as not to ap- 
pear blameable in any reſpect, and ſo as ſhe 
ſhould conclude that my intention was barely 
to divert myſelf, not to pleaſe ; or that if I 
took any pains to be agreeable, it was only 
to make my advantage in her heart, not in 
that of either of the others. 

For a proof of this, I took care to look 
at her very often, as if to demand her ap- 

probation. 
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probation of what I ſaid; ſo that I had the 
addreſs to make her contented with me, to 
leave her in thoſe uneafinefles which might 
be uſeful to me, and to continue my ci- 
vilities to the Widow and her Daughter, to 
whom -I alſo found the ſecret of inſinua- 
ting that I thought them agreeable, which 


| was to excite them to pleaſe me in their 


turns, and to preſerve them in thoſe in- 
clinations which they diſcover'd for me, and 
which I ſtood in need of to preſs Mrs. Ha- 
berd to explain herſelf; and if I muſt tell 
all, perhaps I had a mind alſo to ſee how 
the adventure would turn out, and to make 
the beſt of every thing ; one's very glad, as 
the ſaying is, to have more than one ſtring 
to one's bow, 

But I forgot one thing, and that's the 
young Girl's picture, which it's very ne- 
ceſſary I ſhould give you. 

I have already told her age. Agatha, for 
that was her name, according to her Cit Edu- 
cation, had abundance more wit than her 
Mother, whoſe openneſs of heart and tittle 
tattle humour ſeem'd ridiculous to her; which 
I perceiv'd by certain little malignant ſmiles 
which every now and then peep'd out, and 
whoſe meaning eſcap'd the artleſs Mother ; 
ſhe was too good-natur'd and too frank to 
be ſo intelligent, | 

Agatha was not handſome, but ſhe had a 
good deal of delicacy in her features, with 
Eyes very ſparkling and full of Fire; but 
then it was a fire which the little Soul ſup- 
preſs'd 
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preſs'd, and never let appear but by halves, 
Which altogether gave her a very poignant, 
but a very -fly look, and ſuch a one as a 
Perſon would miſtruſt at firſt ſight, becauſe 
of a je ne ſjar quoy of craſtineſs which was 
diffus'd thro' the whole, and which made it 
not much to be depended upon. 

Agatha was inclin'd to love at the firſt 
view, ſhe was rather diſpos'd to be amorous 
than tender, had more Hypocriſy than Mo- 
rals, and more regard for what was ſaid of 
her, than for what ſhe really was : She was 
the moſt intrepid lyar I ever met with; I 
never knew her at a loſs for expedients ; 
you would have imagin'd her timorous, but 
there never was a more daring, reſolute Spi- 
rit, nor a more unſhaken countenance in the 
World; there was nobody troubled them- 
ſelves leſs for being guilty of a Fault; and 
nobody took more pains to conceal, or ex- 
cuſe it ; nobody was leſs fearful of reproach 
when ſhe could not avoid it; and then you 
talk'd to fo calm a delinquent, that her fault 
no longer appear d any thing. 

It was not upon the Spot that I unravel'd this 
myſterious Character, I only knew Agatha by 
ſeeing her often, 

It's certain ſhe found me to her liking, as 
well as her Mother, who was wonderfully taken 
with me, and was one of thoſe good natur'd 
Women whom you may lead by the Heart any 
where; thus on both fides, I ſaw a fine Field 
open for my Gallantries, had I been diſpos'd to 
have attempted the Succeſs of them, 


But 
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But Mrs. Haberd was more ſure than all 
this; ſhe was reſponſible for her Actions to no 
one, and her Intentions, if they were favourable to 
me, were ſubject to no Contradiction. Beſides, 
T ow'd her my Gratitude, and that's a Debt 
which I've always very faithfully diſcharged to 
very Body. | 
Therefore, in ſpight of the Favour I had ac- 
quir'd in the Family, and the Appearances there 
were of my being able to make myſelf valu'd, 
I reſolv'd to keep my Heart at home, and to pre- 
ſerve an entire freedom in my Determinations, 
It was Midnight when we roſe from Table; 
they waited upon Mrs. Haberd to her Cham- 


ber, and in the little Space we had to walk 


for that purpoſe, Agatha found at leaſt a dozen 
opportunities to ogle me in her flattering, re- 
ſerv'd Way, which I could not help anſwering 
in my Turn; and all ſo rapidly one to the other, 
that they were imperceptible to any Body but 
ourſelves, R 

For my Part I only anfwer'd Agatha, be- 
cauſe I had no mind to mortify her Vanity; it's 
barbarous to play the cruel with a handſome 
Girl who courts you. 


The Mother had hold of my Arm, and 


never ceas'd crying, go, you're a pleaſant Wag, 
one ſhould never be tir'd of you, 


F never faw him in ſuch a merry Humour, 


reply'd the Cofin, in a Tone which ſaid you've 

too much on't. | | 
Troth, Ladies, F am always of a merry Hu- 
mour, anſwer'd | ; but good Wine, good 
Cheer, and good Company, are enough to make 
a 
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a Man gayer than ordinary; are not they, Coſin d 
added I, giving a little hug to her Arm which 


I held, 
With this ſort of Diſcourſe we got to Mrs 


Haberd's Apartment. 

I believe I ſhall ſleep found, faid ſhe, as 
ſoon as we came there, affecting to be more 
weary than ſhe really was, on purpoſe, to en- 
gage our Landlady to take her leave. 

But this Landlady of our's was not ſo expe- 
ditious with her Good-Breeding ; and thro? 
the Abundance of her Friendſhip for us, there 


was not a ſingle Convenience in the whole 


Apartment, which ſhe miſs'd pointing out to 
us. | 

She afterwards propos'd ſeeing me to my 
Chamber; but as 1 read in my Coſin's 
Looks, that this exceſs of Civility was not very 


agreeable to her, I refus'd it in as handſome a 


Manner as I could. | 

At length our Ladies went out, perſectly 
drove away by the hints which Mrs. Haberd 
gave them, and which at laſt were ſo broad 
| that they could not avoid taking Notice of 


them, 
As for me I retir'd at the ſame time to go 


decently to my own Room, when my Colin 


call'd after me. 

Mr. de la Vallte, cry*d ſhe, ſtay a Moment; 
I've ſome Affairs to charge you with for to 
morrow Morning; upon which I went back, 
having wiſh'd the Mother and Daughter a good 
Night, who both of them drop'd me very low 


Courteſies, and particularly Agatha, who wouldn't 
confound 
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confound her's with her Mother's; but made it 
apart, that I might the better diſtinguiſh it, 
and obſerve all the expreſſive, obliging Things 
which ſhe put in it. 

When I was return'd to Mrs. Haberd, and 
we were alone, I imagin'd the Buſineſs would 
be ſome chagrin Reflections or other upon our 
Table Adventures, and the Advantages I had 
made by appearing ſo diverting. 

However, I was miſtaken ; tho' not as to 
her Intentions; for what ſhe ſaid to me plainly 
ſhew'd, that ſhe only kept that Part of the 
ſtory in reſerve. 

My merry Coſin, ſaid the, I want to dit. 
courſe you a little; but it's late now and the 
Hour indecent, therefore, we'll defer it till to 
Morrow; I ſhall riſe earlier in the Morning 
than uſual to put ſome Linen in order which 


is in theſe bundles, and will expect you here 


between eight and nine, that we wy conſult 
what Meaſures to take about a thouſand Things 
which I'm thinking of: Do ye hear me? Don't 


fail; for this Landlad iy of ours has all the 
t 


Air of threatning a Viſit in the Morning to 
enquire aſter my Health, and perhaps after 
your's ;- we can have no time for talking, un- 
leſs we're beforchand with the fury of her 
Compliments. 

This little Diſcourſe, as you may perceive, 
was a fort of Prelude to a jealous, or at leaſt an 
uneaſy fit; therefore I never doubted a Mo- 
ment what was to be the Subject of our next 
Day's Patley. 
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I was punctual to my Appointment; I went 
even before the time, to witneſs an Impatience 
which could not chuſe but be agreeable to her ; 
and I had the Satisfaction of ſeeing that ſhe 
took it as I intended, 

Oh ! it's mighty. well, ſaid ſhe, as foon as 
ſhe ſaw me coming; you are very exact, 
Mr. de la Valle; have you ſeen our Land- 
ladies ſince you have been up? 

How! cry'd I, it never enter'd my Head 
whether there were any ſuch People in the 
World: What Buſineſs have I with them ? 
Troth! I had ſomething elſe to think of. 

What then is this ſomething which you have 
been thinking of? reply'd ſne. Why our 
Appointment, ſaid I, I have dream'd of nothing 
elſe all Night. 

I have alſo been very thoughtful myſelf, ſaid 
ſhe; for what l'm going to ſay to you, 14 
Valles, is of great Conſequence to me. Then 
for God's Sake! my dear Coſin, reply'd I, 
ſpeak quickly, you make me ſick with Im- 


I patience. Since the Subject regards yourſelf, I 


I cannot live without knowing it; Does any 
Thing afflict you? Is there any Remedy? Is 
there none? I ſhall run diſtracted unleſs, you 


tell me immediately, 


Do not diſturb thy ſelf, ſaid ſhe, it is nothing 


which ought to make you uneaſy. Madam, 
inſwer'd f, my Heart is no more capable of 
hearing Reaſon than a new-born Babe's, to- 
wards you, and it is none of my fault. Why 
have you been ſo good too me? I could not 
keep it within bounds, | 


But 
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But Child, faid ſhe, looking earneſtly at me, 
as if to conjure me to be ſincere; do not you 
exaggerate your Attachment for me? Do you 
ſpeak as you really think ? May I believe you? 

How ! cry'd I, ſtepping back with Surprize ; 
do you doubt me, Madam, when I'd ſtake 
down my Life, and a hundred Lives to it, if J 
had ſo many, to procure the Health and Con- 
tinuance of your's; do you doubt me? Fare- 

welk Comfort? I had nothing valuable but my 
| r Heart; and fince you queſtion that, it is 
the ſame as if I had nothing at all: Is this the 
caſe, after all the Favours which you heap'd 
upon me, after the Relationſhip you gave me 
for nothing? Had you ſaid, Do you love me, 
Coſin ? why I ſhould have immediately an- 
ſwer'd, yes, Coſin, I do; and had you reply'd, 
perhaps no, Colin: Why then your Colin is 
worſe than a Bear; there's not a Beaſt in the 
Foreſt, ſo favage and unnatural as him. What 
a fine Kinſman have you introduc'd into your 
Family ? Go, Madam, may God forgive you! 
J wiſh | had never ſeen you. Would to Hea - 
ven I had never ſet ſight on you! Rather than to 
hear my ſelf accus'd in this manner by a Perſon 
who was the firſt Object of my Affection, ex- 
cept Father and Mother, whom I reckon as no- 
body, becauſe one's of their Blood, and becauſe 
the Affection one has for them does not inter- 
fere with that which we conceive for others: It 
was all the Conſolation I had to think you 
knew the bottom of my Heart; pray God help 
me, and you too f As merry as I was, you ſee 


me melancholy enough now. 
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I perfectly well remember that whilft I talk'd 
thus to her, I felt nothing within my ſelf that 
could give the lie to what I ſaid. I acknow- 
ledge at the ſame time that I affected as mo- 
ving an Air and Accent as poſſible; I aflum'd 
the Tone of a Man who cries, and endeavour'd 
to adorn the Truth a little; but what is 
very fingular, my Invention prevail'd upon me 
firſt, I ated my Part fo well, that I deceived 
my ſelf, and had nothing to do but to go on 
without adding any Thing to my real Con- 
ceptions ; it was the Sentiment which ſtruck 
me, and that's more powerful than all the Art 
in the World. | 

Nor was I miſtaken in my Aim; I f 
thoroughly convinced and perſuaded Mrs. Ha- 
berd, that ſhe cry'd thro' meer Tenderneſs, 
comforted me for the Affliction I ſhew'd, and 
even ask'd my Pardon for having queſtion'd my 
Sincerity. 

But I was not to be pacify'd at once; I had 
my Heart full a conſiderable Time, it was what 
the Sentiment led me to, and it led me right; 
for when we're upon the ſubject of Complaints, 
and eſpecially tender ones, they are not eaſily 
to be appeaſed; we continue to complain even 
aſter we have pardoned; it is like the firſt 
Mvement which you give to any Thing, it 
does not end preſently, it diminiſhes by degrees, 
and then ceaſes 

But at laſt my tender reproaches being ven- 
ted, I yielded to the many obliging Things 
which ſhe ſaid to pacify me, | 


' Nothing 
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Nothing is fo affecting either on one Part ot 
the other as ſuch ſcenes as theſe, and eſpecially 
in the beginning of an Amour: It occaſions 
Love to make an infinite Progreſs, it ungari- 
ſons the Heart of all it is reſervedneſs, and 
makes it ſay more in a quarter of an Hour, 
than according to the rules of Decorum, it would 
dare to fay in a Month,and that without ſeeming 
- ſpeak any Thing too ſoon, tho? it ſpeaks every 

hing. , 

At leaſt this was my Caſe with Mrs. Haber, 
I am perſuaded ſhe had no deſign of making the 
Advances ſhe did, and that ſhe would not have 
told me my good Fortune under ſeveral Confe- 
rences ; but ſhe was no longer her own Miſtreſs 
to obſerve that Oeconomy : her Heart flew 
open, and I drew from it her moſt ſecret In- 
tentions concerning me; and perhaps ſhe alſo 

in her Turn, drew more Tenderneſs from me 
than I really had for her; I was aftoniſh'd my 
ſelf at the exceſs of my Paſſion, tho! I loſt no. 
thing by it, as you'll find by the ſequel of our 
Converſation, which it is neceſſary I'ſhould ac- 
quaint you with, becauſe it is that in which 
Mrs.” Hiberd declar'd her ſelf. 
Child, ſaid ſhe, after having repeated the 
Word twenty times over ; I believe Thee, in- 
deed I believe Thee; Child, faid ſhe again, | 
fancy. you. can gueſs now upon what our Bu- 
ſineſs turns; Alas! my gracious Coſin, faid I, 
methinks I ſee ſomething ; but the fear of amu- 
ſing my ſelf perplexes my Sight, and what I ce 
confounds me becauſe of my little Merit: 1 
it poſſible, God forgive me, that my Perſon i 
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not diſpleaſing to your's ! Can ſuch R Happineſs 
be the Portion of a poor Country Lad? This is 
what it ſeems to me, and if I was certain of it, 
why I ſhould die for Joy. 

Yes, Facob, anſwer'd ſhe directly, ſince you 
underſtand me, and ſince it affords thee ſo much 
Satis faction, enjoy it in full Security. Ion 
| Softly then, ſaid [ ; I ſhall ſwoon away with 
pleaſure elſe! There's only one Conſideration 
which checks me. How ! What is that ? faid 
ſhe; why, anſwer'd I, you might ſay, thou haſt 
nothing, neither eſtate, nor money; nothing 
to let, every thing to buy, and nothing to ſell ; 
no lodging but thy Neighbour's Houſe, or the 
Street; nor even ſo much as a Month's Bread be- 
forehand : After which, my pretty Sir, is not it 
extream kind in you to be ſo overjoy'd at my 
laying you? And do not you think I ought to 
thank you for the Fatigue of your Raptures ? 
'This, my precious Kinſwoman, is what you 
may reply to the exceſſive Joy with which [ 
receive your Affection: But God's my Witneſs, 
Coſin, it is not the Love of theſe Proviſions 
which tranſports me thus. | | 

| believe it, faid ſhe; thou wouldſt never 


think of telling me ſo, if it was not true, my 


dear Child. 

Hear me, Coſin, added I, I no more think 
of the Bread, the Wine, and the Lodging, than 
if there was neither Corn, Vines, nor Houſes 
if the World; I ſhall take them to be ſure 
when they offer themſelves ; but then it will be 
only becauſe I find them in my Way. As for 
money, I concern my ſelf about it juſt as — 
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I concern my ſelf about the Mogul; my Heart 
is no Merchandiſe, nor would I fell it tho' any 
one would bid me a thouſand Crowns more for 
it than it is worth ; but it ſhall go gratis, where 
it likes, as it has done to you without deman- 
ding any Thing in Return, Be you angry or 
pleaſed with this Heart, it is all one, it has 
fix'd its Choice, and will abſolutely be your's, 
I confeſs indeed that it is in your Power to 
be of infinite Service to me, becauſe you have 
wherewithall: But I had no ſuch Arithmetick | 
in my Head when I ſurrender'd my ſelf to your 
Merit, lovely Aſpect, and Sweetneſs of Behaviour; 
and as to your Affection, I look'd for that, as 
J look for Saturday's being Sunday. Mine is 
an Affair which begun upon the New Bridge; 
from thence to your Houſe, it gather'd new 
Strength and Vigour ; when we came there it 
was at the Height, and two Hours after, was 
incapable of any Addition; this is the plain 
Truth of the Story. 3 

How ! reply'd ſhe, had you been rich and 
in a Condition to have told me, I love you, 
Madam, would you have told me ſo, Jacob? 

Who! me? cry'd I ; mercy on my Life! 
I would have told you ſo before I ſpoke to you, 
as indeed I've already done, begging your Par- 
don ; for had I been worthy of your Atten- 
tion, you might eaſily have read in my Eyes 
what my Tongue was afraid to utter; they 
never yet look'd upon your's but they talked 
to you as I talk to you now: I was always 
in love, I adore you; words which are wrote 


in every Feature of my Face, Well, Child, 
. N anſwer'd 
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anſwer'd ſhe, fetching a deep Sigh which par- 
ted from the Abundance of her Tenderneſs; 
you have  open'd your Heart to me, I muſt 
now open mine to you, "I | 
When you met with me, I had been a long 
Time weary of living with my Siſter upon 
Account of her unſociable Temper ; but I nei- 
ther knew which way to take, when I ſhould 
part from her, nor what kind of Life to addict 
my ſelf to; I had ſometimes an Inclination to 
go to boarding ; but that is attended with its 
inconveniences, for there one's generally oblig'd. 
to ſacrifice one's Humour to the Humours of 
other People, which I could not away with. 
Sometimes again I thought of marrying ; I am 
not yet of an Age to renounce that State, faid 
I to my ſelf; I can bring a handſome Fortune 
to whoever lights upon me; and if I could meet 
with an haneſt Man of a good Temper and good 
Character, I ſhould be happy for the reſt of my 
Days. But this honeſt Man, where muſt we 
find him ? - 1 ſaw feveral Gallants ſollicitous for 
an Opportunity to flatter me, and ſome very 
rich, but none of them were to my taſte; one 
was of a Buſineſs 1 did not like; another I 
was inform'd was extravagant; this lov'd 
Wine, that Gaming, and a third looſe Women: 
ſo few there are in the World who live in the 
tear of God, and who marry with a Deſign to 
diſcharge the duties of their Station ! Amongſt 
thoſe who were free from. theſe Vices, one 
was a Coxcomb, another was ſullen and me- 


lancholy, and what I ſought for was a Man 


of an open, gay Temper, one of a grateful, 
| G ſincere 
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ſincere Heart, and one who would anſwer the 
Affection I ſhould have for him with mutual 
Tenderneſs. I valued not whether he was 
rich or poor, whether he was of Diſtinction, 
or no Diſtinction. Nor was I more curious 
concerning his-Family, provided it was a cre- 
ditable one; that is, provided it was only ob- 
ſcure, not vile and deſpicable; and I had 


Reaſon to think modeſtly in that particular, 


for my own Parents were only ſubſtantial 
People, they made no Figure. Therefore I 
waited till Providence, to which I entirely re- 
ferred my ſelf, ſhould guide me to the Man I 
ſought for ; and it was then I found him, when 
I met you upon the New Bridge. 

In this Part of her Diſcourſe I interrupted her, 

I'm reſolved, faid I, Ill buy a Pocket Book, 
and write down the Year, the Day, the Hour, 
and the Moment, with the Month, the 
Week, and the Time which compoſed the 
Day of that happy meeting. 
The Pocket Book is already bought, Child, 

ſaid ſhe, and Ii] give it Thee; let me go on. 

I was exceeding weak when you met me, 
and it muſt be acknowledged that you aſſiſted 
me with a hearty good will, 

When by your care I was a little recovered, 
] conſidered you very attentively, and your 
Countenance ſeem'd altogether promiſing. 

Thank God ! who has bleft me with ſuch a 
one, cry'd I. Yes, faid ſhe, it ftruck me 
at once; and the Inclination J felt for thee 
was ſo ſudden, and ſo natural, that I could not 
help refleting upon it. What can be the mea- 
ning 
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ning of this? thought I; I find my ſelf per- 
fectly compelled to love this young Man! 
Upon which I recommended myſelf to God 
who is the Diſpoſer of all things, and entreated 
him, that he would manifeſt his holy Will 
to me in an Adventure which appeared ſo ex- 
traordinary. | 

How! Coſin, cry'd I immediately, why 
. our Prayers took wing together then that Day ; 
for whilſt you was ſaying your's, I alſo put up 
my little private Ejaculation, My God ! ſaid 
IJ, who haſt brought Jacob upon this New 
Bridge; my God ! ſaid I, who art ever mer- 
ciful towards me, how happy ſhould I be, if 
thou wouldft inſpire this good Lady with the 
Reſolution of keeping me all her Life, or at 
leaſt all mine, in her amiable Service! + 

Is it poſſible, cry'd Mrs. Haberd, that ſuch 
a Thought ſhould come into thy Mind, my 
dear Child ? 

Yes, troth, ſaid I,; I did not perceive it 
come into my Mind; I found it already 
there. 

How remarkable is that! reply'd ſhe. How- 
ever, you helpd me to walk home ; and as 
we went, the diſcourſe fell upon your Station 
of Life. I ask'd you ſeveral Queſtions, and 
it's impoſſible to expreſs how ſatisfy d I was 
with your Anſwers, and the Sentiments you 
diſcover'd, I perceiv'd a Sincerity and Can- 
dour in you which charm'd me; and I con- 
tinually return'd to the ſame Inclination , 
which I could not avoid having for you; beg- 
ging God to „ me, and to _— 
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CT | 
his Pleaſure to me. If it is his Will that I 
ſhould marry this Youth, thought I, ſome- 
thing or other will happen to prove it to me 
during his ſtay with us, 

And J reaſon'd very juſtly : God did not 
leave me long in Uncertainty, The fame 
Day that Clergyman of our Acquaintance came 
to ſee us, and I've already told you our Quar- 
rel together. | 
Ah! my dear Cofin, the precious Quarrel, 
cry'd I ; how vaſtly I am obliged to the good 
Director for being ſo fantaſtical ! how ſtrange- 
ly it all hangs in a firing! Here's a Street 
where we meet, a Prayer on one fide, and 
an Ejaculation on the other; a Prieſt who 
comes to ſee you, and who reprimands you : 
your Sifter, who would drive me out ; you, 
who bid me ſtay : then a Separation between 
two Ladies for a Lad ſent by God": how 
wonderful it is! and yet you ask me whether 
I love you! Why how is it poſſible I can 
do otherwiſe? Don't you clearly perceive that 
my Affection for you is of divine Ordination, 
and that it was determin'd before we ſaw one 
another? nothing is ſo glaring. 


Truly, reply'd ſhe, thou ſpeak'ſt like an 


Oracle ; and: it ſeems as if God had furniſh'd 
thee with theſe Arguments to compleat my 


Conviction. Go, Child, I am no longer in 
doubt; you are he for whom God has re- 
ſerv'd me; you are the Man I ſought, with 
whom J ought to live, and to whom I give 
tron 


And 


to diſpatch with the 


. 


And 1 humble myſelf, ſaid I, before tha 


invaluable Gift, this bleſſed Marriage, which 
I no way deſerve ; only as it is ordain'd you 
by God, and you are too good a Chriſtian to 
reſiſt his Pleaſure, All the Advantage is mine, 
and all the Charity your's, | 

I was upon my Knees whilſt I ſpoke this, 
and printed a thouſand Kiſſes on her Hand, 
which ſhe devoutly thought it was her Duty 
to abandon to x 1 Tranſports of my Gra- 
titude. | 

Riſe, la Valle; yes, added ſhe, I will 
marry thee : and as we can't put ourſelves too 
Joon into that State to which God calls us, 


and as our living together may be liable to 


Cenſure, notwithſtanding our Relationſhip, we 

muſt haſten our Marriage. 

It. is but morning yet, rep'y'd I; is it not 

poſſible, if we make oy uſe of the Day, 
Notary, and get the 

Parſon to. bleſs us before Midnight? I don't 


underſtand how theſe Affairs muſt be ma- 


naged, 
No, Child, ſaid ſhe, Things cannot be 
done at once; it is neceſſary that you firſt 
write to yJur Father for him to ſen you his 
Conſent. 3 
Why! reply'd I, my Father is not againſt 
it; he would give his Conſent, though he 
was in his Grave, ſo glad he would be at my 
good Fortune. N 
I do not doubt it, ſaid ſhe ; but begin by 
writing your Letter this morning We ſhall 
want W itneſſes too, and 1 would have them 
G 3 diſcreet ; 
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diſcreet; for. I deſign to conceal our Marriage 


for a little while becauſe of my Sifter, and I do 
not know who to get. 

Let us take our Landlady, ſaid I, and one 
of her Friends; ſhe's an obliging Sort of a 
' Woman, and will keep your Counſel, 


I agree to it, faid ſhe, and the rather becauſe 
it will put an end to thoſe impertinent Advan- 
| ces which ſhe made you yeſterday, and which 
1 perhaps ſhe might otherwiſe continue; as well 
1 as her Daughter, who is a young il E bred huſſe 
in my Opinion, and to whom J deſire you'll 
| behave very cold. 
| Juſt then, we were interrupted by a noiſe ; 
| | it was our Landlady, attended by her Cook, 
| who was bringing us Coffee, | 
| Are you up? Neighbour, cry'd ſhe, Ves 
long fince, ſaid Mrs, Haberd opening the Door 
149 for her; come in, Madam, Oh! good Mor- 
. = row to you, faid the other. How do you do? 
| Have you reſted well? Mr. de la Vallee, I'm 
| your humble Servant, I paſs by the reſt of 
| our Compliments, as well as the Converſation 


| - over our Coffee. F 
| When the Cook had carry'd back her Equi- 
| page: Madam, ſaid Mrs, Haberd; you ſeem 
| one of the beſt Women in the World, and I 
have a ſecret to diſcloſe to you, concerning an 
Aﬀair in which you may be of ſervice to 

me, | | 

Oh! my God, my dear Lady, what ſervice 
can I do you? reply'd our Landlady with a 
profuſion of Zeal and good Nature which were 
very lincere, Pray ſpeak : But not yet, * 
e 
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ſhe directly, flay till I've ſhut. the Doors; 
fince it's a ſecret, nobody ought to over-hear 
us: | 
She got up as ſhe ſpoke this, went out, and 
immediately from the Top of the Stair caſe, 
call'd to her Cook; Favre / ſaid ſhe, if any 
body comes to enquire for me, tell them I'm 
gone out; let nobody come up into the Gentle- 
woman's Room neither : And be ſure keep 
Daughter away, for we've a ſecret to talk of 
together, do you hear? And after having taken 
theſe diſcreet Meaſures againſt Intruders, back 
ſhe came to us, faſtening all the Doors and 
Bolts in her way ; ſo that out of meer Reſpect 
to the Secret to be confided in her, ſhe ac- 
quainted all her Family that ſhe was going to 
be truſted with one; her Zeal and good Mea- 
ning knew no better; and it's very much' the 
Character of the beſt fort of People in the 
World. Vour exceflive good Tempers are vo- 
luntarily imprudent thro' the Exceſs of their 
good Nature, and on the other Hand, your 
prudent Tempers have rarely any good Na- 
ture at all. 

Oh! Madam, faid Mrs. Haberd, you ſhould 
not have told your Cook that we had a Secret 
to talk of; there was no Occaſion to inform 
her that I had any thing in particular to tell 
you, 

Oh! no Matter, ſaid ſhe, do not let that 
trouble you. If I had not given her this 
Charge they would have interrupted us; and 
beſides, had it been only upon my Daughter's 
Account the Precaution was neceſſary. Come, 
G 4 Madam, 
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Madam, what is this Aﬀair? I defy you to 
produce any body who wiſhes you better, 
without reckoning that I am the Confidant of 
all my Acquaintance; when they have once 
told me a Secret, why mum for that ! I have 
my Mouth ſow'd up; I am ſpeechleſs, Yeſ- 
terday Mrs. ſuch a one, who has a Husband that 
devours all before him, brought me a thouſand 
Livres to keep for her; he'd devour them too 
if he knew were to find them; but I will 
warrant him from that! they are ſafe enough 
ay, ay, pray ſpezk. LOTS 

All theſe proofs of our good Landlady's 
Diſcretion were no great encouragements to 
Mrs. Haberd: But after having promis'd her 
a Secret; it was perhaps worſe to refuſe it her 
tban to tell it; therefore ſhe lay under a 
Neceſſity of ſpeaking. 

I ſhall have done in two Words, ſaid Mrs. 
Haberd ; we are going to be marry'd, Mr. de /a 
Valles that you ſee here, and l. 

Together! cry'd our Landlady with an Air 
of Surprize; yes, anſwer'd Mrs. Haberd, I 
have conſented to take him for a Husband. 

Ay, ay, faid ſhe; why, it is mighty well! 
he is young, he will laſt a long time. I wiſh 
IT could meet with ſuch another, I'd do the 
ſame my ſelf. Have you been long Sweat- 
Hearts! No, reply'd Mrs. Haberd bluſhing. 
Oh!] continu'd ſhe, it is ſo much the better in 
making Love, there is nothing like being Man 
and Wife: But have you got your Diſpenſation ? 
You are Coſins. 


No, 


1 
No, we have no need of one, anſwer'd I: 
We wete only Relations 2 5 decency, and 


to hinder the reflections of the World. 

Ha ! ha ! that is pleaſant enough, ſaid ſhe, 
Why, you tell me things which I ſhould never 
have dream'd of, It is your Wedding then 
which you would conſult me about ? 

That is not all, faid Mrs. Haberd, we 
would keep our Marriage private, becauſe of 
my Siſter, who perhaps might make a Diſtur- 
bance elſe, 

A Diſtutbahce ! for what? Becauſe of your 
Age? reply'd our Landlady. Truly, that 
would be pretty indeed ! was not it laft Week 
pray, that a Woman of threeſcore and ten'and 
upwards, was marry'd in our Pariſh Church to 
a young Cadet of twenty ? Age is for the old; 
what Bufineſs have other People to trouble their 
Heads about it ? 

am not ſo old neither, ſaid Mrs. Haberd, in 
a little Confuſion which had not left her all the 
time. No, no, God forbid ! reply'd our Land- 
lady; you are of an Age to marry, if you ever do. 
Afﬀer all, one loves what one loves; they ma) 
think you have a young Husband : But what © 
all that? you meet with him young. If he is but 
twenty, that is no more your Fault, than his. 
Let me tell you, Neighbour, the younger the 
better, he will have youth enough for you both. 
Ten Years more, ten Years leſs, tho' it was 
twenty, tho' it was thirty, he will have forty good 
ſtill ; and the one is no more offence to God than 
the other. Why what can they ſay? That you 
are old enough to be his Mother? Well, and 
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the worſt of that is, that he is young enough 
to be your Son, If you had one, perhaps, he 
might not prove ſuch a handſome Spark, and 
would have Coſt you dearer into the Bargain : 
Ay, ay, laugh at People's idle prate, and tell 
me what farther. | 

You would keep your Marriage private, is 
not it ſo? Why, that will be very eaſy ; you 
have no blab to fear, I have taken care of 
that, nothing can betray you: But go on, | 

If you make ſuch long Comments upon 
every Article, cry'd Mrs. Haberd, a little 
nettled at her Diſcourſe, I ſhall have no time to 
tell you. But in regard to my Age, I am very 
glad to acquaint you, Madam, that I have no 
occaſion. to be afraid of People's idle prate ; 
for at five and forty, which I am---- 
Five and forty ! cry'd the other, interrupt- 
ing her: Why, that is nothing: It is but five 
and twenty more than he is; truly, I took you 
to be fifty at leaſt. ; but it was his looks which 
deceiv'd me in Compariſon of your's: Five and 
_ forty is nothing, Neighbour ! oh ! your Son may 

very well make you a Mother yet, Juſt over- 
againſt us, lives a Lady who lay in laſt Month 
at four and forty, and.1 warrant ſhe won't ſtick 
out at five and forty, though between you and 
I, her Husband.is threeſcore and twelve, Ob! 
it is mighty well; you are comely, and he is 
young, [ will engage you. will have Children. 

ut tell me, would you. have me help you to a 
Notary to draw the Contract! I will wait on 
you to mine by and by, or ſhall. I bid Javote 
go and deſire himto ſtep here? | 

Why, 


* 
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Why, no! Madam, faid Mrs. Haberd, 
don't you remember I would have my Marriage 
kept a Secret? Oh! yes, I had forgot, ſaid 
ſhe; we will go to him in private then, Are 
there-any Banns publiſh'd this Morning ? 

That is the very Affair, ſaid I, in which 
Mrs, Haberd begs your Aſſiſtance, as alſo to 


procure us ſome Witneſſes, and to ſpeak to the 


Parſon of the Pariſh. 
Leave all that to me, ſaid ſhe, after to 
Morrow comes Sunday, the Banns muſt be 


- publiſh'd ; I will go preſently and take Order 


about it. I know a Clergyman who will ſuit 
you exactly; do not be uneaſy, I will ſpeak to 
him this Morning, I will go and dreſs me this 
Inftant, without taking leave, Neighbour... 
Five and forty, and afraid of People's prate 
about your marrying ! No, no, Neighbour, 
never let that diſturb you. Adieu, adieu, my g 

Friend; your Servant, Mr. de la Valle. But 
now I think on it, you ſpoke to me yeſterday 
concerning a Cook, you ſhall have one imme- 
diately ; Zavote told me, that ſhe went to en- 
gage one this Morning: ſhe is an Acquaintance 
of her's, they are Countrywomen : They 
come both from Champagne as well as my ſelf z 
we are three of us now, and you will make 
the fourth: For I think you are of Champagne, 
are not you? added ſhe laughing, No, it is 
me, ſaid I; you are miſtaken, Madam. 
Oh! very well, ſaid ſhe, is it ſo? I knew it 
was one of you; no matter which, Good 
Morrow, till I ſee you again. 
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As ſoon as ſhe was gone, What a ridiculous 
Woman this is, ſaid Mrs. Haberd with her 
Age, and her Mother, and her Son! I am 
ſorry I diſcover'd our Affair to her, Jacob; if [ 
am as old in thy Eyes as I appear to be in her's, 
I would not adviſe thee to marry me. 

Oh! ſaid I, do not you perceive a little 
rancour at the bottom of all that? Harkee, 
Coſin, between you and I, if you was. to drop 
me, I believe ſhe would gladly pick me up, in 
caſe I was willing, which I never ſhould be; 
for after you, all the Women in the World 
would be as nothing to me. But ſtay, I am 
going to ſhew you your Age: Upon which, I 
run to ſnatch down a little Glaſs which hung 
againſt the Tapiſtry. Here, ſaid I, look at 
your five and forty, and ſee if it does not te- 


ſemble thirty; I will venture a Wager you are 


nearer thirty than you ſay. 

No, my dear Child, replyd ſhe, I am really 
of the Age I mention'd; though few People 
indeed take me to be ſo:much, I do not ſpeak 
it becauſe I pride my ſelf. in a freſh Colour, or 
a good Mein; I might have heard a great 
many flatteries upon that Subject, if, Iwould 
have liſten'd to them: but I would neverthrow 
way my Attention upon ſuch Cajoleries. 

We had no time for any farther Converſa- 
tion, being interrupted by Agatha, 

So]! Madam, cry'd ſhe as ſhe came in to 
Mrs. Haberd; do you take me ſor x blab then? 
ſince you durſt not truſt me with what you 
told my Mother? She ſays ſhe is going to the 
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Notary's for you, and afterwards to the Par- 
ſon's. What, is it for a Wedding? 

At the Word Wedding, Mrs. Haberd 
bluſh'd, without knowing what to reply, It 
is for a Contract, ſaid I, taking the anſwer 
upon my ſelf, and tohaften it, I muft write a 
Letter this Inftant to be ſent away directly: 
Which I ſaid on purpoſe, that the little huſſey 
might leave us in Quiet; for I ſaw her Com- 
pany was diſagreeable to Mrs, Haberd, who 
could not recover her ſelf out of the ſurprize 
into which the aſtoniſhing Imprudence of the 
Mother had' thrown her. 

Accordingly I look'd for Paper, and fet 
my ſelf down in earneſt to write to my 
Father: Mrs. Haberd feigning to whiſper to 
me what I ſhould write; ſo that Agatha was 
ſorc'd to retire, | 

As indiſcreet as the Mother was, ſhe ſer- 
ved us to a Miracle. In ſhort, all the ne- 
ceſſary Meaſures were taken, the Banns were 
publiſt'd' the next Day, and that very Af- 
ternoon we went to the Notary's, where the 
Contract was drawn up, by which Mrs. Ha- 
berd ſettled all ſhe had upon me during my 
Life,” My Father's conſent atriv'd four Days 
after, and we were now come to the Eve 
of our private Wedding, when for ſome- 
thing, I forget what, we were oblig'd to 
go to ſpeak to this Clergyman' of our Land- 
lady's acquaintance. It was he who was to 
marry us the next Morning, I mean, after” 
Midnight; and he had charg'd himſelf with 
ſeveral little Matters, out of reſpect to our 

Landlady, 
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Landlady, to whom he had ſome Obliga- 
tion. | 

Mrs. Haberd was to give a Supper that 
Night, to her, and her Daughter, and four 
Witneſſes, It was agreed that we ſhould riſe 
from table at eleven a Clock, and that the 
Mother and Daughter ſhould retire to their 
Apartment, where Agatha ſhould be left a- 
ſleep, and that two hours after Midnight, we 
ſhould ſet out, our Landlady, the four Wit- 
neſſes her Friends, Mrs. Haberd and I, to go 
to Church. | 
Accordingly we went about ſix in the.Even- 
ing, to wait upon this Clergyman we were 
to ſpeak to; he had been appriz'd of our 
coming, but could not poſſibly. ſtay for us, and 
had left word with one of his Fraternity, 
to tell us, that he would be at our Lodging in 
an hour or two, 
We returned, and were juſt: fitting down 

to table, when we were told that the Clergy- 
man in queſtion was coming up. We had 
neither heard his Name, nor he ours. 

He came in. Imagine to yourſelf our 
Aﬀoniſhment! when inſtead of a Perſon whom. 
we thought we ſhould know nothing of, we 
ſaw the Director, who at Mrs. Haberd's had 
declar'd for my being, turn'd out. 

My Intended gave a ſudden Scream, as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, which. was imprudent 
enough, but is one of thoſe. Emotions which 
are quicker than Reflection. For my part, 
I. was in the Middle of a Bow which I - left 
unfiniſned: He had his Mouth open to * 
ut 
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but ſtood ſpeechleſs, Our Landlady was. 
going to meet him, but ſtopp'd ſhort with 
ber F es fix'd to ſee us fo immovable ; and 
one of our Witneſſes, a friend of our Land- 
lady'ss who was advanc'd towards the Cler- 
gyman to embrace him, remain'd with his 
Arms ſtretch'd out. So that altogether, we. 
compos'd one of the moſt ſingular Scenes in 
the world, We were ſo many Statues, | 

Our filence laſted for at leaſt two Minutes. 
At laſt the Director broke it; and addreſſing 
himſelf to our Landlady : What! Madam, 
ſaid he, are not the parties in queſtion here. 
then? (for he never imagin'd that we were 
the Subjects of his Miſſion, I mean, the Per- 
ſons he was to marry, five or ſix Hours af- 
ter.) Yes, truly, reply'd ſhe, here they are 
both, Mrs. Haberd and Mr. de la Vallee, © 

He could hardly believe what he heard: 
And really it was odd enough, that. it - ſhould. 
happen to be us. *T'was of that fort of News 
which a Perſon may enquire aſter, . and yet 
not doubt of at. the ſame time. 

What!  cry'd he, after. having look'd up- 
on us, for a Moment or two, with Aſto- 
niſhment, do you call that young Man Mr. 
de la Valle, and is it he who is this Night 
to marry Mrs. Haberd ? 

The very ſame, reply'd_ our Landlady, I. 
know of no other, and to be ſure the Gentle- 
woman won't marry two, 

Neither my Intended nor I anſwer'd. a 
Syllable; I held my Hat in my Hand with 
as Careleſs an Air as pollible ; and alſo _ 
| wit 
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with a ſmile at the Director whilſt he in- 
terrogated our Landlady : But it was only 
a ſmile of Affectation, it was not genuine; 
and Pm perſuaded, that for all my careleſs 
Air J made but a filly Figure. One muſt 
have a furibus Stock of Aſſurance, to hold 
out againſt ſome things, and I was naturally 
no more than bold, I was not brazen, 

As for my Intended, ſhe had her Eyes ri- 
vetted to the Ground, with a Countenance 
which one can't eaſily deſcribe, It was a 
Mixture of Chagrin, Confuſion, and Timi- 
dity, which proceeded from the remains of 
a devout Reſpect for the Director; and yet 
over all, was diffus'd the penſive Air of a Per- 
ſon, who has a mind to ſay, I don't value 


it of a ruſh ; but is too much ſhock'd, to be 


ſo reſolute, 

This Prieſt, therefore, having gaz'd at us 
with all the Eyes he had: Madam, ſaid he, 
addreſſing bimfelf to our Landlady, this affair 
deſerves a little Conſideration : Pray let me 
ſpeak a word or two in particular to you. 
If you pleaſe, we'll juſt ſtep into the next 
Room ; I ſhall not detain you a Moment. 

Oh dear ! Yes, Sir, reply'd ſhe, quite charm'd 
to find herſelf every way a Perſon of ſuch im- 
portance in the adventure : Don't be impatient, 
Madam, cry'd ſhe to Mrs. Haberd as ſhe 
was going out, the Gentleman ſays we 
ſhall not be long. 

Upon which ſhe ſnatch'd up a light, and 
went out with the Prieſt ; leaving my In- 

| — tended, 
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tended, our Witneſſes, who witneſs'd nothing, 
Agatha, from whom ſhe had conceal d every 
thing, and my ſelf in the Chamber, 

Mr. de la Vallte, cry'd one of our Witneſſes 
immediately, what's the Meaning of this ? 
Does Mr. Doucin, ſpeaking of the Prieſt, 
know you then? Yes, ſaid I, we have ſeen 
one another at Mrs. Haberd's. 

Ha, ha! Shall you be marry'd then! ſaid 
Agatha in her turn, Yes, anſwer'd I, but 
not yet, as you will ſee preſently. 

Till then not a Word came from Mrs, 
Haberd : But during her Silence, her Con- 
fuſion wore off, and Love reaſſuming its 
Place, calm'd all thoſe Emotions which had 
alarm'd her at firſt: It ſhall neither be bet- 
ter, nor worſe, cry'd ſhe, plucking up her 
Spirit courageouſly, 

Do you know, ſaid one of our Witneſſes, 
a Friend of our Landlady's, what Mr. Doucin 
is gone to ſay to Mrs, 4 Alain? (that was our 
Landlady's name,) Yes, Sir, reply'd ſhe, 1 
believe I can gueſs, but I don't care a 
ſtraw, | 

He's a very good Man, a faint-like Man, 
this Mr. Doucin, ſaid the malicious Agatha; 
he's my Aunt's Confeſſor. Well! Madam, I 
know him better than you, cry'd my In- 
tended, but we were not talking of his Sancti - 
ty; they'Il canonize him it he is ſuch a Saint. 

hat's that to the Purpoſe ? | 

Oh dear! reply'd the little Huſſey, what 
I faid was only to. ſhew you the, efteem 
we have for him; I ſpoke of nothing 2 * 
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It's none of my Buſineſs. I'm ſorry you 
don't like his Behaviour : But undoubtedly, 
one ought to believe, it's for your Good ; he's 
ſo prudent ! — _ | 

Juſt then, her Mother return'd. You come 
without Mr, Doucin, ſaid our Witneſs; I 
thought he would have ſupp'd with us, 
Sup With us! reply'd Mrs. 4 Alain, truly, 
that's a likely Story! Come, come, there will 
be no Wedding to night ; and if it never 
is, why ſo much the better: Let's ſup, ſince 
it's before us. It's an upright S ul this Mr, 
\Doucin, and you are very much oblig'd to 
him, Madam, faid ſhe to my Intended ; 
you can't think how he loves you, both 
= and your Siſter: Poor Man ! He ſhed 

ears when he went away; I could not 
help crying my ſelf; I have done nothing 
but wipe my Eyes. What News for this 
| Siſter ! oh good God! what will become of 
us ? 
What do you mean, Madam, with your 
Exclamations? faid Mrs. Haberd. Oh! no- 
thing at all, reply d ſhe ; but J am aftoniſh'd! 
no matter for your ſeparation, one is not 
oblig'd to live always together. You may be as 
well here as there: But to marry in private; 
and then this New Bridge where the firſt meet - 
ing was; a Husband upon the New Bridge 
ou who are fo pious, ſo reaſonable, of a 
Family, and fo rich! oh, oh, do not trouble 
your ſelf! I ſhall ſay no more; for I was 
defir'd to talk you in ſecret ; this is an 
Affair which ſhould not be known to "abt 

body. 
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body, And yet you tell it to every body, cry'd 


Mrs. Haberd, with a tone of reſentment. 

No, no, reply'd the diſcreet Mrs. d Alain, I 
ſpeak of nothing but the meeting upon the New 
Bridge, and there is nobody knows what that 
means; ask my Daughter, ask this Gentleman, 
added ſhe, pointing to our Witneſs, if they 
apprehend a Syllable ? Nobody but you, and 
the young Man with you, underſtand what I 
ſay. 
Oh as for me, I underſtand nothing ſaid 
Agatha, only it was upon the New Bridge 
where Mr. de la Vallée and you came firſt 
acquainted ; that is all, 

Beſides it is but fix Days ago, reply'd the 
Mother, and that is what I ſhan't ſay a Word 
about. Six Days! cry'd our Witneſs : Yes, 
ſix Days, Neighbour : But ſpeak no more on 
it, for you {hall know nothing from me; it is 
in vain to ask me any Queſtions ; it is ſufficient 
for us to talk, Mrs. Haberd and I ; come, let's 
ſit down to Table, and let Mr. de la Valle 
ſit down too, fince it is Mr. de la Valles. 
Not that I deſpiſe any body; he is a good 
young Man, and a well behav'd young Man, 
and there is no proſperity which I do not wiſh 
him: If he is not a Mr, yet, perhaps he may 
be; a Servant to Day, and a Maſter to mor- 
row ; there is a great many beſides him who 
have receiv'd Wages, and_have afterwards come 
to pay Wages. 

Mr. de la Valle receive Wages ! 8 
Agatha. Hold your Tongue, you little Huſſey, 
Poles. Mother ? what muft you be 1 
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Did he receive Wages of the Gentlewoman 
who is preſent ? cry'd our Witneſs direQly, 
Oh! no matter, no mare of that, Neigh- 
bour ; mum: It is to Day, Mr. de la Valles, 
you have him for ſuch, take him for ſuch, 
and let's to Supper. | 
As ſoon as you pleaſe, reply'd he: Only 
one loves to fit down with People of one's own 
Rank, However, Neighbour, I will do as you 
do; one cannot be wrong in following your 
Example. | 

This little Dialogue was handed to and 
fro, fo ſwift, that Mrs. Haberd and I had 
had no leiſure to recolleQ ourſelves ; every 
word was a new Shock to us; and upon ſuch 
an occaſion the time can be only ſpent in 
bluſhing. Imagine to yourſelf the Confuſion 
we were in, to hear our Story repeated Ar- 
ticle after Article, by this Woman, who was 
to ſpeak of it to no body but Mrs. Ha berd; 
who Kill d herſelf with ſaying, I won't men- 
tion a Syllable ; and who told every thing, in 
proteſting ſhe would tell nothing. 

For my part I was aſtoniſhed, I was ſtruck 
dumb, 1 was ſtupify'd ; and all thy intended 
Wiſe could do, was to throw herſelf back 
into her Arm-Chair, and to vent het AMic- 
tion in Tears. | 

However, I immediately recover'd myſelf 
at our Witneſs's Expreſſion, that he lov'd to 
fit down with People of his own Rank. 

T his honeſt Gueſt of ours had no very im- 
poſing Mien, notwithſtanding a new Cloth 

uit which he had on, with a long white 

wm Neckcloth, 
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Neckloth, which was as ſtarch'd and Riff as 
himſelf. He was alſo equip'd in a new Pe- 
ruque, Which his Head bore with Reſpect, 
and which rather ſeem'd to perplex than cover 
it; to be ſure it was becauſe they were not 
familiar as yet ; in all likelihood, they had 
not been acquainted above a Sunday or two 
at molt, 

The good Man (a Grocer who liv'd at 
the Corner of the Street, as I found after- 
wards) had put himſelf in this Garb on pur- 
poſe to honour our Wedding, and his own de- 
ſign'd Function of Witneſs; I ſhall take no 
notice of his Cuffs, which had alſo their pe- 
culiar Gravity, I never ſaw their Fellows, 

Well, but you, Sir, who talk to People of 
your own Rank, ſaid I, of what Rank are 
you pray? for my Heart tells me that I'm 
as good as you, for all I wear my own Hair, 
and you other Peoples. Yes, yes, ſaid he, we 
are both very good in our Places, one to ask 
to drink, and the other to bring the Cup : 
3 need not ſtir now, I am not dry, 
Good night to you, Mrs. d' Alain, I wiſh you 
a good night, Madam : and away went our 
Witneſs. | 


The End of the ſecond Part. 


THE 


Fortunate PEAsSANT. 


PART III. 


UR other Witneſſes had remained filent 
till now, and, I believe, would have 
ſtay'd with all their hearts, had it been 
only for the ſake of the good Cheer; for an 
Entertainment is not a matter of indifference 
to ſome People : a good Supper is of Conſe- 
quence to them. | 

But this Witneſs, who had juſt left us, was 
their Friend and Companion; and fince he 
had reſuſed to ſit down with me, they thought 
themſelves obliged to follow his Example, and 
to eva themſelves as ſcrupulous in this Aﬀair 
as him, 

Since Mr, ſuch a one... .. (ſpeaking of 
the other) is gone, ſaid one of the three, who 
Was 
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was a thick ſhort Man, to Mrs. Haberd, we 
can be of no farther Service to you, Madam ; 
and therefore I believe it will be proper we 
ſhould take leave of the Company. 

The Air with which he deliver'd this, was 
almoſt as ſorrowful as grave; it ſeem'd to ſay, 

„ with regret, but we don't know how 
to act otherways. 

And what — their Retreat ſtill more 
perplexing, whilſt their O rator was ſpeaking, 
our firſt Service was brought up, which they 
lik'd extremely, as I could ſee by their manner 
of cying it. 

Gentlemen, anſwer'd Mrs. Haberd coldly, 
I ſhould be ſorry to incommode you, you ate 
your own Maſters, 

What ſhould you 9⁰ for, cry'd Mrs; d'Alain, 
who delighted A numerous Companies, and 
ſaw herſelf on the point of being depriv'd the 
Pleaſure of goſſiping a whole evening at diſ- 
cretion : marry ! ſince Supper's here, we have 
nothing to do- but = fit down to Table. 

Wes are — ry, but it cannot be, re- 
ply'd" the Mor Witneſs, it cannot be, 
Neighbour. 3 

His "Brethren, who had rang'd themſelves 
on each ſide him, ſaid nothing, but hung down 
their Heads; and ſuffered themſelves to be 
guided, without being able to pronounce a Syl- 
lable. This good Cheer had ſtruck them 
ſpeechleſs. He made his Bow, they made 


their; he went out firſt, and _" follow'd 


him, 


We 


a -» Awad DM uA\]©Þ ac ”—_— 


©. 2 +». wy 


(145) 

We were now left with only Mes. d' Alain 
and her Daughter. 

See what it is! cry'd the Mother looking 
grumly at me, ſee what it is to anſwer People 
with ill Manners! had you fo faid nothing, 
they would have been here ſtill, and would 
not have went away ſo diſcontented. 

Why did their Companions ſpeak with ill 
Manners to me then? reply'd I; what did he 
mean by his People of his own Rank ? muſt 
he deſpiſe me, and I ſay nothin 

But between you — I, br. de la Pallte, 
anſwer'd ſhe, how was he ſo much in the 
wrong on it? Lookee, he is a great Shop- 
keeper, a. Burgeſs of Paris, and a Man of 

od Buſineſs ; truly how are you his equal? 
Why, he is Churchwarden of the Pariſh! ! 

hat do you call him, Madam, faid I, 
ChutchWarden of the Pariſh? Do you think 
my Father has not been Churchwarden of 
his? Or do you think I ſhould have miſs'd 
being one my ſelf, had I ftay'd atour Village, 
inſtead of coming hither * | 

Well, well, ſaid ſlie, but this is k Pariſh, 
a great Parifh, Mr. di 1a Vallte. Troth! ald I, 
I fancy our Saints are as good as yout's, Mrs. 
4 Alain; St. James is as good as St, Gervaſe. 

However they are gone, reply'd ſhe in a 
milder tone, for ſhe was not pertinacious; it 
bgnifies nothing you and me diſpating, that 
won't fetch them back again; as for my part I 
have no pride in me, I do not refufe ſitting 
down to Supper. Tour Wedding muſt be 
when God pleaſes ; I only — my Opinion 

H through 
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through Friendſhip, I had no deſign of affront- 
ing any body, | n 
- Yet you have affronted me in the higheſt de- 
gree, cry'd Mrs. Haberd ſobbing, and if it was 
not for fear of offending God, I ſhould never 
pardon your Behaviour; to tell all my Affairs 
to People whom I never ſaw_ before, to inſult 
a young Man whom you, knew I valu'd, to 
ſpeak of him as if he had been the meereſt 
wretch upon the Face of the Earth, and to 
treat him like a Footman, though he never 
was one only for a minute or two by Accident, 
and becauſe he was not rich, 'and then to quote 
the New Bridge, to make me paſs for a Fool, 
for a Woman without Senſe, oi Conduct, and to 
repeat all the tittle tattle of a Prieſt who has 
not acted. according to God. Upon this Oc- 
caſion, for what Reaſon has he told you all 
theſe. idle Stories pray? Let him ſpeak in his 
own Conſcience, is it for Religion ? 1s it for 
any Concern he has for me or my Actions? 
Ik he has ſuch a-Friendſhip for me, if he in- 
tereſts himſelf ſo chriſtianly in what relates to 
me, why did he always ſuffer my Siſter to, uſe 
me ill whilſt we liv'd together? Was it poſſible 
to ſtay with her? Was there any ſuch thing 
as bearing with her. Humours ? He knows the 
contrary.; had not I reſolv'd to marry one Day, 
I muſt another, and perhaps I ſhould not have 
met with ſuch an honeſt Man, Mr. de /a 
Vallis has ſfav'd my Life; I ſhould have 75 
perhaps had not it been for him; be is of as 
good a Family as I am; what would they have! 


hat does Mr. Doucin mean? Intereſt is a 
fine 


; 


| 
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fine thing truly; becauſe I leave him, and be- 
cauſe he can have no more of thoſe Preſents 
which I us'd to make him every Day, he muſt 
perſecute me forſooth | under pretence of his 
extraordinary care for me; and here a Perſon 
under whole roof I lodge, and in whom I 
plac'd all my Confidence, muſt expoſe me to 
one of the moſt cruel inſults in the World |. 
for can any thing be more mortifying than 
what has juſt now happen'd ? | 

_ Here Tears, Sobbe, and Sighs, and all the 
Accents of a molt violent Affliction, ſtopp'd 
Mrs. Haberd's Voice, and prevented her going 
on. 

I alſo wept my ſelf, inſtead of comforting 
her; I paid her tear for tear; upon which ſhe 
redoubled her's to recompence me for thoſe [ 
ſhed ; and as Mrs, d' Alain was ſuch a good 
natur'd Woman, that every one who wept was 
in the right with her, we gain'd her over upon 
the Spot, and nobody was to blame now but 
the Prieſt, 

Oh my good God! my dear Friend! cry'd 
ſhe to Mrs Haberd, going to her ! oh my good 
God, how freited I am, that I was not ac- 
quainted ſooner with all this which you tel] 
me! Come, Mr. de la YVall/z, courage Man 
come and help me to comfort this dear Lady, 
who torments herſelf for a Word or two 
which I let fall unawares ; but what would you 
have of me? I cannot conjure 3, here a Prieſt 
draws one aſide, and ſays it is pity it ſheuld be 
a Match; truly I believe him; L had no notion 
of his little Reaſons for being ſcandaliz d at it. 

H 2 But 
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But as for his being a dear lover of Preſents ; 
oh I do not doubt it ! it is the Coffee, the Tea, 
and the Sugar, Ay, ay, I have a Friend 
who is a great Devotee, and ſhe ſends bim all 
| theſe things; your mentioning of it makes me 
© recolle& ber; you us'd to preſent him too, 
that is infallibly the caſe ; you ſhould do as I 
do, I talk of God as much as they will, but 
then I give nothing; there is three or four of 
them frequent here, I receive them civilly : 
Good morrow to you, Sir; Good morrow to 
you, Madam; ſometimes they drink Tea, 
ſometimes they take a Dinner, then a Game 
t Quadrille, a Word or two of Edification by 
the by, and after that your humble Servant; 
I may marry twenty times inſtead of once, 
and they never trouble their Heads about 
me ; -but come, my dear Friend, be comforted, 
what you are no minor! you are in the right 
to marry Mr. de la Valles ; and if it is not to 
Night, it ſhall be the next, and that is only 
one Night loſt, I warrant you, let me alone; 
how, you ſhould have dy'd had it not 
been for him! ch it is no more than Con- 
ſcience! he muſt be your Husband ; I ſhould 
bed the firſt to blame you, if he was not. 

Juſt then, we heard Mrs, Haberd's Cook 
coming up; for Mrs, d' Hlain had procur'd 
her one, which I forgot to tell you. 

Come, my dear, added ſhe, careſſing Mrs. 
Haberd, let's fit down to Table, wipe your 
Eyes and ſhed no more Tears ; place her Arm- 
chair , nearer Mr. de da Valles, and be merry; 
fit you there, Huſſey. | £ 

| She 
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She, ſpoke that to Agatha, who had mot 
open'd her Mouth ſince her Mother's return. 

Agatha was not in the leaſt touch'd at our 
Situation, for'to pity her Neighbour was not 
her Weakneſs; ſhe had only kept filence to 
obſerve us more at her leiſure, and to amuſe 
herſelf with the Figures we made in weeping. 
I faw by her Looks that the little Diſorder we 
were in diverted her, and that ſhe took a 
Pleaſure in our Pain, notwithſtanding the ſor- 
rowſul Air which ſhe affected. 

There are a great many People in the 
World of this Character, who love their Friends 
better in Affliction than in Proſperity ; when 
they congratulate you it is out of Compliment, 
butwhen they condole with you they are happy. 

However, at laſt as ſhe was ſiting down to 
Table, Agatha drop'd a little Exclamation in 
our favour, and it was an Exclamation worthy 
the hypocritical part which ſhe took in our 
uneaſineſs; one ſhews one's ſelf in every 
thing! and the little Soul inſtead of ſaying this 
is nothing, cry'd, oh how vexatious this is! 
Vour malignant Tempers always take this 
turn ; it is theit Style. £1 

"The Cook enter'd, Mrs. Haberd dry'd up 
her Tears, and carv'd for us, Mrs. Alain, 
her Daughter and me; and we ail fell on with 
a pretty good Appetite ; mine indeed was an 
extraordinary one, but I ſuppreſs'd part of it 
for fear of ſcandaliʒ ig my Intended, who ſupꝰd 
very ſoberly, and might have accus'd me per- 
haps with being but little affected, had I fed too 

| A3 heartily, 
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heartily. One ought not to be hungry when 
one's afflicted, 

Therefore 1 laid a reſtraint upon my (cl 
through decency, or at leaſt I had the addreſs 
to make them often cry, Pray eat! Mrs, Ha- 
berd herſelf preſs'd me, and from entreaty to 
entreaty, I had the Complaiſance to make a 
very handſome Meal, without any body's being 
able to find Fault with it, 

Our Converſation during Supper had nothing 
particular in it; Mrs, & Alain as uſual launch'd 
out into a great many unneceſlaty repetitions, 
talk'd over our Story in a very plain, though as 
ſhe thought a very enigmatical manner, took 
notice that our Cook liſten'd to her Diſcourſe, 
and told her thit Servants ought not to over- 
hear what their Maſters ſay, 

In ſhort Mrs: d' Alain ated in every thing 
with her accuſtom'd Diſcretion ; ſupper ended, 
ſhe embrac'd Mrs. Haberd, promis'd her her 
Friendſhip, her Succour, and aimoſt her 
Protection, leaving us if not comforted, at leaſt 
more eaſy than we ſhould have been without 
theſe aſſurances of her Service. To morrow, 
ſaid ſhe, in default of Mr, Doucin, we will 
get ſome other Paiſcn to marry you. We 
thank'd her for her zeal, and ſhe retir'd with 


Agatha, Who put nothing extraordinary in the 
Curtſey ſhe made me that Night, 


W hiitt Cathos wes taking away (that was 


the Name of our Cook) Mr. de la Valles, ſaid 


Mis Flaberd, ſo'ily to me, you - muſt retire ; 
it is not proper that this Girl ſhould leave us 


together, But do you know any body who 
can 
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can protect you here? For I am afraid my 
Siſler will occaſion us ſome trouble; I will 
engage Mr. Doucin has carry'd her the News 
already ; and I know her Temper fo well, that 
I do not expect being ft at quiet. 

Troth ! Coſin, anſwer'd I, provided you 
protect me, what harm can ſhe do me? If I 
have your Heart, what occaſion have I for 
any thing elſe? I have wrong'd nobody, my 
Parents are honeſt People; my Father has 
conſented, you have - conſented, and I have 
conſented, ſure I think we are the Principals, 

But above all, faid ſhe, do not ſuffer thy 
ſelf to be intimidated, whatever happens, I 
charge thee ; for my Siſter has a great many 
Friends, and perhaps they may threaten you : 
you are unexperienc'd, Fear will ſeize upon 
you, and then you will deſert me for want of 
Reſolution; , 
© Deſert you! cty'dTI; yes when I am dead, 
but I ſhall hardly leave you till then; for whilit 
my Soul and Body are together, go where you 
will they will- follow you, do you underſtand 
me, Colin ? It is not my nature to be timorous ; 
wrong nobody and fear nobody ; let them come, 
| love you, you are aimable, who can ſay to 
the contrary ? Love is common to all the 
World, you are in Love, I am in Love, who 
is there exempt from it? And when one loves, 
why one marries, honeſt People do ſo, and we 
do ſo, that is all! 

Thou art in the right, rep!y'd ſhe, and thy 
Intrepidity gives me new Lite ; it is God who 
inſpires thee with it, ou | plainly ſee his Hand 

4 is 


| (e 
is in this Affair; I ſhould be guilty of an un- 
pardonadle ſcruple to doubt it; go, Child, let us 
place our whole Confidence in him, and let us 
thank him ſor the viſible care which he takes of 
us ; bleſs, oh my Gcd! Union which is thy 
Work. Adieu, la Vallee, the more Obſtacles 
we meet with, the dearer thou art to me. 

Adieu, Coſin, the more they croſs us, the 
more I love you, anſwer'd I in my turn; oh 
that this Inflant was to morrow ! that I might 
be able to call this dear Hand which | hold my 
own ; I was in hopes by and by to have been 
in Poſſeſſion of that and the whole Body be- 
longing to it; what a cruel trick this Prieſt has 
play'd me ! added ] ſqueezing the Hand: whilſt 
{he look'd at me with Eyes which ſeem'd to 
repeat, what a cruel trick he has play'd us! 
but then they repeated it in the moſt Chriſtian 

manner poſſible, conſidering the Love of which 
they were full, and the difficulty, there was in 
n all that Love with Modeſty. 

Go, ſaid the, ſtill ſpeaking Toftly, and a0 
company ing ber Words with a Sigh, go, this 
is not a proper time for us to melt into ſuch 
Tenderneſs ; it is true we ought to have been 
marry'd to N ight, but we are not, la Valles, 
nor can we till to-morrow, therefore go, 

Juſt then Calbos had her back towards us, 
and I ſeiz'd the Opportunity to kiſs her Hand, 
a Gallantry which 1 had often ſcen praQtis'd, 
and which one eaſily learns ; mine coſt her 
another Sigh, after which I got up and wiſh'd 
her a good Night, 


She 
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She had charg*d me to fay my Prayers, nor. 
an in the leaf forgetful of that Duty; I even 
pray'd with more than ordinary Fervour, ' for 
one never loves God,ſo heartily as when one 
has occaſion for him. 

] went to Bed extreamly ſatisfy'd with my 
Devotion, and with 'a firm perſuaſion that it 
waz very meritorious ; nor wak'd again till 
eight a Clock the next Morning, 

It was near nine when I enter'd Mrs, Ha- 
b-rd”s Chamber, who was alſo up later than 
uſual; and I had ſcarcely wiſh'd her a good 
Morning, when Cathos came to tell me that 
ſomebody wanted to ſpeak with me, 

I was ſurpriz'd, for I had no Buſineſs with 
any body. Is it one of the Family ? cry'd 
Mrs. Haberd, who was more inquiſitive than J. 

No, Madam, reply d Cathos, it is a ſtranget 
juſt this minute come in. I was going to ſee 
who it was ; ſtay, ſaid Mrs. Haberd, you ſhall 
not ſtir, let him come here to — * to you, 
bring him up. 

Accordingly. Cathes brought him up ; he was 
a well made Man, a ſort of a Valet de Cham- 
brez with a Sword by his fide. 

Do not you call yourſelf Mr. de la Valle ? 
ſaid he to me. Yes, Sir, anſwer'd I, pray 
what ſervice can J do you? 

I come from Mr. Prefident---- (that is one of 
the chief Magiſtrates at Paris) who deſires to 
ſpeak with you, ſaid he. 

With me! cry'd I, you miſtake ſure, it 


muſt be with ſome other Mr. de la Valles, 


for 1 neither know Mr, Preſident, nor ever 
aw him in my Life, Hs No, 
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No, no, reply? he, it is you he wants, it is 
the Perſon Who courts a Gentlewoman calbd 
Mrs. Haberd; ] have a Hackney Coach wait- 
ing below {or ue, and you cannot diſpenſe with 
going; for they will oblige you to it: There- 
fore it * nifies nothing to reſuſe ; beſides there 
is no harm _meant you, he only deſires to 
ſpeak with you. 

I have the Honour to know a Lady who is 
related to the Preficent, and lives in the ſame 
Houſe with him, ſa'd Mrs, Haberd ; and as I 
imagine this Affair concerns me too, I will 
follo , you Gentlemen: Do not diſturb yourſelf, 
Mr. de la Valli, we will go together; this is 
all. owing to my eldeſt Siſter ; the would fain 
croſs us: I am certain we ſhall find her at the 
Preſident- s, and perhaps Mr. Doucin with her. 
Come, let's ſee what the matter is. You ſhall 
rot wait long, Sir, Iwill only juſt flip on another 
Gown. 

No, Macaw, ſaid the Valet de Chambre, 
(for he was one) I am preciſely order'd to bring 
nobody but Mr, de la Vallee; I ſuppoſe they 
foreſaw that y ou would be for coming withhim, 
fince they gave me that poſitive Order, there- 
fore you muſt not go ;. I beg Pardon for the 
reſuſal, but I muſt obey. 

Ha l what precautions are here! what range 
meaſures are theſe! ſaid ſhe, Well, Mr. de 
la Valle, you ſhall go fi: it then, and 90 boldly, 
I ſhall be there almoſt as ſoon as Ky Twill 
ſend for a Chair this Minute. 

I would not , adviſe you to it, Madam, | 
. the Valet, for I am alſo commiſfion'd 


to 
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to tell you, that in that Caſe you will ſpeak to 
nobody 
To nobody! cry'd ſhe, how! what is the 

meaning of that? The Preſident has the Repu- 
tation of being a very worthy Gentleman, every 
body ſpeaks well of him; how can he act fo 
contrary to his Character! Where is his Reli- 
gion then? Does his being a Preſident empower 
him to fend fora Man he has go Buſineſs with, 
and that as peremptorily as if he ſent to appre- 
hend a Criminal? Truly, I do not know. 
what/to think on it; God can never approve 
ſuch Actions, and it is my Advice he ſhould not 

I intereſt my ſelf in what Concerns Mr. 
4 1 Vallée, I own it; and though he has nei- 
ther Poſt nor Employ, yet he is the King's 
Subject as well as another, and we are not per- 
mitted to uſe the King's Subjects ill, nor to 
force them to come where we pleaſe, under 
pretence that one is a Preſident, and they no- 
thing zit: is my Opinion he ſhould ſtay. 

no means, Madam interrupted I; I am 
afraid of nothing (which was true enough) no 
matter whether it is right or wrong, his ſending 
for me in this manner; what have I to take 
State upon? ou ought net every one to conſider 
what he is. . . when Jam a Burgeſs of 
Paris, it will be another Caſe ;. but at preſent 
as I am a little Fellow, I muſt vail my Bonnet, 
and take all in good part: To your little Fel- 
lows; they ſay ; the Preſident commands you to 
come, why let it be ſo; the Preſident ſhall ſee me, 
his Preſidentſhip ſhall tell me is Reaſone, and [ 
will tell him mine; what! we are in a Chriſtian 
4 Country, - 
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Country. I carry a good Conſcience with me, 
and God's above all ſtill: Come, Sir, let us 
match, Lam ad. 
Well, I conſent, cry'd Mrs. Haberd; for 
indeed, what can he 6; * you ? But before 


you go, let me ſpeak a Word or two with you 
in my Cloſet, Mr. de la Vallte. 


I follow'd her, and as ſoon as we came there, 


| the open'd a Cabinet, and putting her Hand 
into a Bag drew out a quantity of Gold, which 
| (ſhe. bid me take. I ſuſpeR, added ſhe, that 


hou haſt not much Money, Child; at all 


adventures put this in thy Pocket. Go, Mr. 
de la Valle, may God conduct you there, and 
ſafe back again; be ſure. do not ſtay, but re- 
turn as ſoon as poſſible, remember 1 ſhall expect 
you with Impatience. # 12346 

Yes Colin, yes Miſtreſs, yes my charming 
Intended, and all that is dear to me in the 
World, yes, I will return immediately; I 
{hall be undone till I come back; I cannot live 
till J ſee you again, cry'd I, ſeizing the gene- 
raus Hand which ſhe had juſt empty'd into my 
Hat; had one a Heart of Flint, you would ſoon 
mollify it into Fleſh, you and your endearing 
ways! What Bounty | oh my God! the 
charming Woman | how I ſhall love her when 
Jam her Husband ! 1 die with Pleaſure at the 
very Thoughts on it; come all the Preſidents 
in the World, I'd ſay the ſame. Adieu, Queen 
of my Soul, Idol of my Thoughts; I have ſo 
much Love that J cannot utter it till we are 
_—— my Heart will. be overcharg'd - till 

hen, H rig . 95 
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The only anſwer ſhe could make me, was to 
throw her ſelf weeping into her Arm-Chair: 
and away I march'd with the Valet who waited 


for. me, and who deem d to be a courteous ſort 


of a Man. 

Do not alarm your ſelf, ſaid he to me as we 
went, it is no crime to be a Lady's Favourite, 
it is only out of Complaiſance the the Preſi- 
dent ſends for you, he was deſir'd to do it in 


hopes of frightning you; but he's a very equi- 
table Magiſtrate, and will hear Reaſon; there - 


fore do not be uneaſy, but make a handſome 
Defence, and ſtand your Ground boldly 

Dear. Sir, ſaid I, it is my Reſolution, ;, 1 
thank you for your Advice, and: hope ſome time. 
or other it will be in my power to ſhew my 
Acknowledgement ; but I aſſure you that I am 
as merry as if I was going to my wedding. 

Talking in this manner we arriv'd at his 
Maſter's. Undoubtely my ſtory had made a. 
noiſe in the Houſe ; for I found. all the Ser- 
vants got together in a croud upon the Stair 
Caſe to receive me. 

I was not in the leaſt baſh'd; every. one 
ſpoke his Opinion of me; and as it luckily 
happen d amongſt all their ſpeeches, I heard 
nothing that could ſhock me; I had even ſome, 
very obliging ones from the Females, He has 
not the Air of a, Fool, ſaid one; truly the De · 
votee has made a good Choice; he is a hand- 
ſome Youth, cry'd another. 

To the right, it was, I am glad at bis good 
F ortune; tothe left, Ilike his SR I ſhould: 


not. W out with ſuch a one my ſelf; I am of 
your 


* 
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your mind, ery'd a third; yo have no il vilte, 
ſaid a ſourth. 

In ſhort,” I may fairly affrm chat my way 
was paved witz ompliments; and tho' it was 
like running the Gantlope, yet it was the moſt. 
agreeable Diſcipline in the World, and I had no 
Reaſon to be diſſatisſy'd, except with an. old 
ſpoil-all of a Governante, whom I met at the 
Top of the Stairs, and who undoubtedly was 
piqu'd at ſeeing me ſo young, whilſt ſhe her 
ſelf was ſo old, and fo far remov'd from Mrs, 
Haberd's good Fortune; GN * 

Her laſh was by no means a ne one; 
for caſting a haggard look at me, and lifting up 
her Hands; hum! cry'd ſhe, the doating old 
Fool]! that it ſhould ever enter her Head 10 
marry ſuch a ERR as” this! ſure ſhe: has 
loſt her: Senſes ! 

- Softly, Mother, you'd be glad to loſe them 
too upon the ſame Condition, reply'd I, en- 
courag'd by the Flatteries of the others. 

My Anſwer ſucceeded, nothing was bezrd 
but a general laugh, from the top of the Stairs 
to the bottom, and we-enter'd the Apartment, 
the Valet and I, leaving an eftabliſh'd Quarrel 
between the Governante and the reſt: of the Fa- 
mily, who hiſs'd her in my Favour. 

do not know how the old Woman rid 
ber ſelf of it: but as you ſee, my Repurtee 
was not an unpleaſant ane. | 

The Company was aſſembled in in Mrs. 
Preſidem's Chamber; where they expected my 
coming, and thither it Was ane n brought 


me. 
11 Meodeſly 
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. Modeſty: and Courage were is Equipage with: 
which I enter d. The Perſons J found there, 
were Mrs. Haberd the Eldeſt, whom I name 
ficſt, becauſe it was fhe I was to plead againſt, 

The Preſident, who was a middle-aged Man. 

Mrs, Preſident, whole ſingle Countenance 
was ſufficient to have reaffur'd me, had I been 
afraid ; there needs only one ſuch as her in a 
Company to make one love all the reſt; 
not that ſhe was handſome, ſhe was not; nei- 
ther can | fay ſhe was ugly; I dare not offer, 
it; for if Frankneſs, good Nature, and all the 
valuable Qualities which compoſe an amiable 
Spitit were to chuſe an ordinary Face, they 
would chufe no other than Mrs. Preſidem's. 

Methought I heard her whiſper to the Pie- 
ſident ; ; Lord ! Sir, this pcor young Man trem+- 
bles ; ſpeak to him mid!y, I beg of you; and 
immediately ſhe turn'd towards me with an 
Air which ſeem'd to ſay, do not be frighten'd. 

Theſe are things of ſuch a ſenſible Nature 
that one cannot miſapprehend them. 

But the Obſervation has made me wander from 
my Subject. 1 was reckoning up the Afliftants; 
I bave already nam'd three, we now come to 
the others. 

The next was an Abbot of a very courtly 
mein, and dreſt with all the galantry. his Habit 
would admit of, decent, yet graceful ; in ſhort, 
he was a polite little Clergyman ;. but I ſhall 
ſay no more of him, becauie I never ſaw him 
afterwards, 

| Beſides theſe, there was a Relation of the 
Preſident's, the ſeme Lady whom Mrs, Haberd 

ſaid: 
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ſaid ſne was acquainted" with, and who liv'd in 
part of the Houſe; ſhe was a Widow of about 
fifty ' Years of Age, a tall Woman and ex- 
treamly well made: I'Il give you her Picture 
preſently. Theſe were all. | 
But it's proper to advertiſe you that this 
Lady 'whoſe Picture I promiſe you was alſo a 
Devotee ; how many Devotees are here! may 
any one cry; but I cannot help it; it was by 
this means that Mrs. Huberd the Eldeſt came 
to know her, and to intereſt her in the Affair 
in Queſtion; they both went to the ſame 
Confeſſional. | | 

And a-propes of your Devotees; it was on 
this Occaſion that I may ſafely affirm ( ſuch 
rancour enters their devout Souls!) I never ſaw 
fuch an enrag'd Countenance of that of Mrs. 
Haberd preſent; it was chang'd to that Degree 
that I hardly knew it again. | 
The truth is, your violent Emotions are 
peculiar to- theſe ſort of People, and to be in a 
Paſſion belongs ſolely to them; perhaps they be- 
lieve them ſelves the Favourites of God; and that 
_ therefore they have a Licence to indulge in 
ſuch tranſports ; or perhaps they imagine that 
what is Sin in us profane Wretches, chan- 
ges its Nature, and purifies itſelf in its Paſſage 
thro” their Souls. In ſhort I do no know what 
they think, but this I'm ſure, the Wrath of 
your Devotees is very formidable. 

In all likelihood their holy Exerciſe breeds a 
great deal of Choler; I only ſpeak of your 
Devotees, I always except the Pious ; for they 
| have no Choler at all, their Piety entirely 
cleapſes them from it. T 
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I was not in the leaſt diſturb'd at the furious 
looks which Mrs. Haberd gave me; I caſt my 
Eyes as indifterently upon her as upon the reſt 
of the Company, and advange 0 bowing to the 
Prefident. 

What! ſaid he, is it this then, | that this 
Lady's Siſter is about to mariy ? 

Yes, Sir, at leaſt I've her Word for't, and 
to be ſure l ſhan't be againſt any thing which 
is fo much for my Honour and Happineſs, an- 
ſwer's I pity a modeſt, but reſolute and com- 
poſed Air; I took a little Notice of 10 Lan- 
guage, but that en paſſant. - 

Marry ther! reply'd, the Preſident, thee! 
art thou qualify'd 5 be her Husband ? Boſt for- 
get that thou art only her Servant? 

I ſhould not find any difficulty in, forgetting 
it, ſaid I, for I was only fo for a Momens by 
accident. 

See the Brazen-· Face how he anſwers you, 
Mr. Preſident, interrupted Mrs. Haberd,, 

Oh, not at 115 Madam, you are in a Paſ- 
fon, cry'd Mrs. Preſident immediately with. a 

one exactly conformable to the Countenance 
I obe of; Mr. Preſident queſtions him, he 
muſt bave leave to anſwer, there's no harm 
in that, let us hear what he ſays. | 

The Abbot could not bey ſmiling at this 
Dialogue in a ſprightly manner; and the Pre- 
ſident caſt down, his — with the Air of a 
Perſon, who would fain be grave, but can hard- 
ly forbear laughing. 

The other Lady, the Relation, was knotting. 
ie but every now and then the lifted 

up 
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up her Head and gazed ſtedfaſtly at me; I ob- 
ſerved that ſhe meaſured me from Head t0 
Foot, 

How! reply'd the Preſident, why doſt tell 
me that thou wa'ſt only her Servant for a 
Moment, ſince thou art actually in her Ser- 
vice? 

Yes, Sir, at her ſervice, as I am at your's; [ 
am very much her Servant, her Friend, and 
her Suitor, that is all, 

Why; you little, ſorry Raſcal, cry'd my 
Sifter-in-law that was to be, not fſatisfy'd 
with the Preſident's way of talking to me; 
can you lie then ſo impudently at your Age! 
Come, lay your Hand upon ycur Heart, and 
remember that you are in the Preſence of God 
who hears us both. Did not my Fool of a 
Siſter meet withyou in the Street? Wasnot you a 
Vagabond without knowing where to go when 
ſhe picked you up? What would have become 
of you but for her? - Muſt not you have been 
for&dto have begg'd your Bread, had not ſhe 
took you out of Charity? Poor Woman! it 
would have been happy for her to have had no 
Pity on ycu; it's plain her Charity wasn't plea- 
ſing to God, ſince it is follow'd by ſo great a 
Misfortune to her ſelf : ' what a Wandering, 
Mr. Preſident, how terrible are the Judgments 
of God! here ſhe paſſes over the New Bridge 
one Morning, meets with this little Libertine, 
brings him home ; for my Part I did not like 
him, but keep him ſhe would in ſpight of my 
Advice, and the Inſpiration of a holy Man who 
endeavour'd to difſuade her ; ſhe quarrels with 

him, 
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him, ſeparates from me, takes a Houſe in an- 
other Place, there goes to lodge with this 
Scoundrel (God forgive me for calling him ſo) 
doats on him, and muſt be his Wife forſooth ! 
the Wiſe of a Footman at fiſty Years of 
Age! | : 

Oh! Age is nothing in that reſpect, ſaid the 
Devotee Lady, who was not at all pleaſed with 
the Article fiſty, for ſhe was in her fiftieth 
Year her ſelf, and was afraid the Diſcourſe 
ſhould make them think of her. And belides, 
continued ſhe, is your Siſter ſo old, Madam? 
You are in a Pet. I think I heard her ſay ſhe 
was about my Age, and if ſo, ſhe mult be at 
kaſt five Years younger. | | 

I faw the Preſident ſmile at this Calculation; 
undoubtedly it appeat'd none of the exacteſt to 
rer 

Oh!]! Madam, reply'd Mrs. Haberd the el- 
deſt, a little piqu'd, 1 know my Siſter's Age 
very well, I am her elder, and 'm almoſt two 
Years older than the ; yes, Madam, ſhe's fiſty 
wanting two Months, and I think at that Age 
one may paſs for an old Woman; for my 
Part I own 1 look upon my ſelf as ſuch; it is 
not every one that bears their Age like you, 
Madam. * [ans $1 

Another folly which eſcap'd her, either thro' 
ſpleen, - or for want of Attention, | 

Like 'me! Mrs. Haberd, reply'd the Lady 
reddening; why where are you rambling? Am [ 
call'd in Queſtion pray? I bear my Age, fay you! 
believe I bear it as well as another, God 


knows I do not trouble my Head about it; but 
| there's 
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there's no great Miracle in a Perſon's bearirg 5 


their Age well at my Vears. 

Indeed, cry'd the Preſident drolling, Mrs, 
Haberd makes the bel age very ſhort, wrin- 
kles don't come ſa ſoon as that neither; but let's 
difmiſs the Diſcuſſion of Ages. 

Ves, Sir, reply'd our eldeſt, it is not her 
Yau that I regard in this Affair, it is the 
Condition. of the Husband ſhe's about to take; 
it is the Baſeneſs of her Choice; conſider what a 
Scandal it will bring upon the Family, I knoy 
very well that we are all equal in the ſight 
of God, but amongſt Men it's a different Caſe, 
and God requires us to conform to the Cuſtoms 
eftabliſh'd amongſt us. We are forbid to diſho- 
nour our ſelves, and People will ſay that my Si- 
Ker has marry'd a Beggar; that's what they Il call 
this young Fellow here, and J intreat that you'll 
kinder a poor run- away from loading us with 
fo. much Diſgrace; it will be a Labour for her 
good, and we ought to have Compaſſion on 
her; I have already recommended her to the 
Prayers of a holy Community; Mr. Doucin has 

promiſed me his; this Lady alſo, added the, 
— at the Devotee, 2 appear d not to 
reliſh her Apoſtrophe much; and Mrs. Preſi- 
dent and Mr. Abbot, whom have not the Ho- 
nout of knowing, won't refuſe me theirs ; (the 
Prayers of the Abbot feem'd ſomething upgran- 
table upon this Occaſion; he was ready to burlt 
into'a laugh, and therefore thank'd her for the 
—— with an Air which put that Value 
upon them they were worth;) and you will 
n your Part in this good Work, — 
e 
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ſhe to the Preſident, if you'll be ſo kind as to 
afſift us with your Authority. 
Do not diſturb your felf, Madam, aid the 
preſident, he ſhan't marry your Siſter ; he dares 
ot carry things to that Extremity ; and if he 
has a Mind to run that length, we ſhall find a 
to hinder him, but he won't give us the 
her trouble; and to make him amends for what 
— we deprive him of, I'll take care of him my 
e; ſelf, 
ata} TI had held my peace hitherto, becauſe I would 
0 give my anſwer all at once; but ] loſt no time 
ght I during that Silence; I often caſt my Eyes upon 
ale, ¶ the Devotee Lady, who not only took notice 
»ms Nof it, but return'd my ſtolen Glances ; and why 
ho- did I think of looking at her? Why, becauſe 
Si- M1 faw that ſhe frequently gaz'd at me, and that 
call made me reflect that I was a handſome Lad; 
u'll None was the natural Effect of the other; one 
ith acts thouſands of things in Conſequence of ſuch 
her I confuſed Ideas which come into the mind I do 
on © not know how, but lead you inſenſibly, and 
the which we have no notion of reſtraining. 
bas Nor did I forget to look at Mrs. Preſident, 
he, but that was in an humble ſuppliant manner; 
to my Eyes faid to one: We take a Pleaſure in 
eli- I ſeeing you, and ſhe beliey'd it; to the other, 
Jo- protect us, and ſhe promis'd her Protection; : 
the at leaſt I think they both underſtood me, and 
an- anſwer'd what I tel! bu. 
uſt WY The Abbot had alfo his ſhare in my Alten 
the tion; ſome very modeſt looks had diſpoſed 
lue ¶ him too in my Favour; ſo that I had already 
vill N two thirds of my J. ages for m2 when I began 
u'd to ſneak, Im- 
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Immediately I „ 5 Silence, for the. 


' Gufture [ employ'd ſor that Purpoſe, was as 
much as to ſay, Hear me. 

Mr. Preſident, ſaid I, I have let Mrs. Ha. 
berd ſpeak without Interruption, and have pa- 
tiently heard all the injurious things ſhe has been 
pleaſed to ſay of me ; if ſhe was to talk an Hour 
longer, ſhe could ſay no more than fhe has; 
thereſore at preſent it's me to ſpeak; every one 
in their Turn, which is but —— 55 

Tou ſay, Mr. Preſident, that if ] reſolve to 
marry. Mrs. Haberd the younger, you'll hinder 
me; to which I anſwer, that if l'm hinder'd, | muſt 
deſiſt of Neceſſity; there's no encountering 
with Impoſſibilities; but if I'm not hinde1'd | 
will marry her, that's certain, and any one 
would do the ſame in my Place. 

We now come to the Aſperſions which 26 
been caſt upon me; I do not know how far 
they are conſiſtent with Devotion, for that! 
ſhall leave entirely to her Conſcience who ſpoke 
them; ſhe ſays that God hears us, and fo much 
the worſe for her, I'm ſure the Ex preſſions ſhe 

us'd were not very decent to be heard by him. 
In ſhort according to her, I'm a Scoundrel, a 
Beggar; her Sifter a Fool, a poor old Run-a- 
way; none of which can belong to any but the 
meer Oftſcowrings of the Earth: therefore, to 
ſpeak of my ſelf, For Example, Mr. Preſi- 
dent, you ſee Mrs. Haberd here, ſuppoſe ycu 
was to talk to her in the ſame Stile as you talk 
to me, thee this, thee that, who art thou, 
who art thou not; ſhe'd think it very ſtrange ; 


ſhe'd ſay, you treat me with ill manners, Sir, 
and 
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and you yourſelf would acknowledge her jin the 
Right; Madam is the proper Word: you uſe 
it; Madam this, Madam that, always com- 
plaiſantly Madam, and to me always thee, and 
thou. Not that I complain of this, Mr. Pre- 
ſident, I have nothing to ſay againſt it, it's the 
Cuſtom. of you great ones; thee is my Portion 
and that of the poor World; that's the Caſe: 
but why is it the poor World ? T know it's not 
your fault, and what I've ſaid is only by way 
of Compariſon. Becauſe Madam here, *ta 
whom it would be rude to ſay thee, is hard- 
ly any more a Madam, than 1 am a Sir, indeed 
it's the ſame thing. 8 
How, Mr. Impudence, the ſame thing 
cry'd ſſe. Y 
Troth, yes, anſwer'd I, but that's not all, 
permit me to go on. | | 
Was Mr. Haberd your Father? God's Peace 
be with his Soul! a Beggar then, Madam? 
No, he was the ſon of a good Farmer of Beauce, 
and T am the Son of a good Farmer of Cham- 
pagne ; there's Farm foriFaim; you fee your 
Father and I as much Beggars one as another; 
he was a Tradeſman, was not he ? perhaps I may 
be'one ; and. then there will be Shop for Shop. 
As it is, you Ladies his Daughters, are but a 
Shop better than me; but if I take this Shop, 
my Son will be able to ſay, my Father kept 
one, and then my Son will be upon a Level 
with you. You are ſtepping from the S10p to 
the Farm, and I am ſtepping from the Farm to 
the Shop; the odds is'nt much; you are only a 
LI | degree 
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degree above me; and am I a Scoundrel for 
being only one degree beneath you? Do ſuch Peo- 

le as you then who ſerve God, and profel; 
Humitity, ſtand upon degrees? and eſpecially 
when there is but one to object againſt. 
A As to what relates to the Street where your 
Siſter met me; why, why it's a Street which 

all the World paſſes thro'; I paſs' d thro? it, ſhe 
paſs'd thro". it, and it's as well meeting there 2: 
any where, when one's to meet at all, Tou 
ſay I muſt have begg'd but for her; oh! not 
the ſame Day by a great many, nor ſo ſoon as 
that neither ? had not I went with her indeed, 
I muſt have return'd to the Farm; I frankly 
own it, for | do not underſtand your Evaſions; 
it's a fine thing to be rich, but none but Fools 
are vain upon that Account; and after all, is 
my Adventure ſuch a mighty Wonder? here a 
Perſon is young, and has a Father and Mother, 
whom he leaves to ſeek his Fortune ; what 
riches can you expect him to have? He has little 
enough to be ſure; | but. hefgoes in queſt of more; 
and I was in queſt of more, when your Siſter 
comes, and asks. me, Who I am? I tell her; 
will you live, with us? cries. ſhe; we are two 
Siſters fearing God. Wich all my Heart, re- 
plies I, and till I ſhould mend my ſelf follows 
her. We chat by the Way, I acquaint her 
with my Name, my Sirname, my Station in 
Life, and giye her a detail of my Family; 
our's ſays ſhe, is made of the ſame Stuff; I re- 
joice; ſhe is pleas d; I anſwer her, ſhe! an- 
ſwers me; I praiſe ker, ſhe returns it; you 
ſeem to be a ſober young Man; and you, Ma- 
dam, 


1 


os 9k, - IC Gro wi. wy 


” >  —=* my 


( 169 ) 


dam, the moſt deſerving Woman in Paris; 
after which we come to you, and you quarrel 
with her upon my Account; you tell her you'll 
part from her, {hE parts frem you firſt; ſhe 
takes me with her, and as ſoon as ſhe's by her 
ſelf grows tir'd ; the thoughts of Matrimony 
ſeize her, we muſe a little, I find my ſelf en- 
tirely that way inclin'd, ſhe eſteems me, and [ 
revere her; I am a Farmer's Son, ſhe's a Far- 
mer's Grandaughter, ſhe ne'er cavils for a de- 
gree more, or a degree leſs, a Shop here, or a 
Shop there; ſhe has means enough for us both, 
and I have gratitude enough for a dozen ; the 
Notary is called; I write into the Country, am 
wrote to again, every thing's ready, and nowT 
ask Mr. Prefident, who knows Juſtice by Heart, 
Mrs, Prefident who hears us, that Lady who 
is ſo diſcerning, and the Abbot who has ſo good 
a v wean where is this great Injury I do 
ou? 

: A profound Silence enſu'd, nobody anſwer'd 
a Word. Our Eldeſt, who waited for the Pre- 
ſident's ſpeaking, - look'd' with aſtoniſhment at 
him to find he ſaid nothing; what! Sir, will 
you abandon me then? cry'd ſhe, 

I ſhould be very proud to ſerve you Madam, 
ſaid he, but what * have me do in 
this Caſe? I underſtood the Affair quite diffe- 
rent, and if what he ſays is true, it is neither 
juſt nor poſſible to oppoſe a Marriage againſt 
which there's no Objection but its being liable 
to ridicule on Account of the Diſproportion of 


Ages. 
1 Without 
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Without reckoning, cry'd the Relation, that 
one ſees more diſproportion d Matches every 
Day, and this won't be vilible but by a few 
Years, for your Siſter is very comely till. 

And beſides, ſaid Mrs. Preſident, with a con- 
.ciliating Air, the Gentlewoman's her own Mi- 
ſtreſs, and this young Man has nothing againſt 
him but his youth in reality. 

And there's no crime in having a young Huſ- 
band, ſaid the Abbot in a bantering Tone, 

But is not this a notorious Folly, which ſhe's 
going to commit? cry'd Mrs. Haberd; (whoſe 
Head was a little diſorder'd at the Genealogies 
I, had run over) and is not it a Charity to pre- 
vent her? You, Madam, who promiſed me 
ſo cordially to engage Mr. Preſident to interpoſe 
his Authority, added ſhe ſpeaking to the De- 
votee Lady, won't you preſs him to act for 
us? I depended ſo much upon you! 

But, good Mrs. Haberd, reply'd the Lady, 
one muſt hear Reaſon. You repreſented this 
young Man as a meer Vagabond, who belong'd 
to nobody, and I took Fire at that; but it is 
far from it, it is quite another thing ; he is the 
Son of honeſt Parents of a good Family in 
Champagne, and beſides he's a ſenſible Youth ; 
and I own to you I ſhould ſeruple to hurt his 
little Fortune. 

Immediately the ſenſible Youth made his 
bow to the ſcrupulous Lady, my Reverence par- 


ted off the Spot. 
My God! what's the World come to? cry'd 


my Siſter in law that was to be; for only tel- 
ling 
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„ling this Lady that ſhe bore her Age well at 


my Siſter's Years, ſee ! I've loſt her good 
Graces already! who could ever divine that 
one was ſtill a Nymph at fiſty ? Adieu, Ma- 
dam; Mr. Preſident, I am your Servant. 

Upon which, ſhe courteſy'd to the reſt of 
the Company, whilft the Devotee Lady look*d 
at her with a ſcornful Air, and without vouch- 
ſafing her an Anſwer, 

Go, Child, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as the other 
had left the Room, get marry'd, there's 
nobody has a word to ſay againſt you. 

I would alſo adviſe him to make haſte, 
ſaid Mrs. Preſident ; for this Siſter has very 
ill Intentions. Let her take what Method ſhe 
will, her ill Intentions will ſignifiy nothing, 
ſaid the Preſident coldly, I can't ſee what ſhe 
can do, 

Juſt then Notice was given of ſome body's 
arrival, Come, ſaid the Nymph of fifty, ri- 
ſing from her Chair, you muſt carry a 
Letter for me to Mrs. Haberd; ſhe's a very 
good Woman, I always lov'd her. better than 
the other, and ſhall be glad to inform her 
how Things have paſs'd here, Mr. Preſident, 
pray give me leave to ſtep into your Cloſet 
for a Moment to write; and immediately ſhe 
went, and I follow'd her not a little pleas'd 
at my Embaſſy, 

When we were in the Cloſet; indeed 
Child, ſaid ſhe, taking a Sheet of Paper, and 
trying ſome Pens, I was againſt you at firſt 3 
this enrag'd Creature that's juſt gone had 


ſpoke ſo much to . Diſadvantage, that 
\ | : your 
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your Marriage appear'd the moſt aſtoniſhing 
Thing in the World; but I was of another 
Mind as ſoon as | faw you; your Counte- 
nance deſtroy'd all the ill ſhe ſaid of you; 
and really you have a handſome one, a very 
Happy one; Mrs. Haberd the youngeſt is in 
the Right. 

I am very much oblig'd to you, Madam, 
for your good Opinion of me, anſwer'd I, 
and will endeavour to deſerve it, 

Yes, ſaid ſhe, I think mighty well of you, 
extreamly well! I am charm'd at your 
Adventure; and if this croſs Siſter ſhould 
play you any new Tricks, you may de- 
pend upon it ÞIl ſerve you againſt her. 

She was trying the Pens all the while du- 
ring this Diſcourſe, but could find none to 
pleaſe her, | | 

What wretched Pens are here ! cry'd ſhe, 
trying to make, or rather to mend one ; how 
old are you ? Almoſt twenty, Madam, faid 
I; That's the right Age to make your fortune, 
reply'd ſhe; you only want Friends to puſh 
you, and I'll recommend you to ſome ; for 
T love your Mrs. Haberd, and I like her 
the better for her Choice of you ; ſhe has 
a good Diſcernment. But is it true, that 

ou have been no longer than four or five 

onths at Paris? one would not believe 
it to look at you, you are not in the leaft 
tann'd, you have nothing of the Air of the 
Country, you have the fineſt Complexion in 
the World, , 5 


At 


R 
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At this compliment the Roſes of the fine 


Complexion bloom'd afreſh ; I bluſh'd a lit- 
tle thro' Modeſty, but much mote out of a 


certain Sentiment of Pleaſure which I could 


not help being affected with at hearing my- 
ſelf prais'd by a Woman of her Condi- 
tion. 

We are never happier, nor more con- 
tented with ourſelves than when we pleaſe by 
our Perſons, for that's a Merit which coſts 
us no trouble to preſerve and continue; this 
Perſon is ſtill the fame, your Attractions 
are durable; and when i's only that you 
are valu'd for, you are in no fear of Peo- 
ple's being deceiv's. in you, which gives you 
a becoming Aſſurance. | 

J fancy ſhe's taken with my Perſon, 
thought I to my ſelf; and immediately I felt 
all the ſweets and convenience of this way 
of pleaſing ; it gave me an eaſy and more 
liberal Air, 

Mean time the Pens ftill prov'd bad; and 
finding her endeavours to- mend them un- 
ſucceſsful, ſhe threw them up in a pet, and 
continu'd the Converſation, 

I can't tell how to write with this, ſaid 
ſhe, can't you make me one ? 

Yes, Madam, ſaid I, I'll try; and ac- 


cordingly I took a Quill, and began to ſhape - 


it, 

Shall you Marry to Night? rep'y'd ſhe, 
whilſt I was making the Pen, I believe I ſhall, 
Madam. 
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But tell me, added ſhe ſmiling, Mrs. 
Haberd has a great love for you, Child, I 
don't queſtion, nor m I at all ſurpriz'd at 
it; but between you and I, do you love 
her a little again ? have you ary Love for 
her? what one properly calls Love? I do not 
mean Gratitude, for of that ſhe deſerves a 
great deal at your Hands, and you are under 
no Obligation as to the other; but has ſhe 
any Charms in your Eyes, quite old as ſhe 
is ? 

Theſe laſt words were pronounc'd with 
a tone which dictated my Anſwer, and ſeem'd 
to excite me to ſay no, and to be merry upon 
thoſe Charms. I ſaw it would pleaſe her 
not to diſcover any Impatience to poſſeſs them; 
and troth! I had not the power to refuſe 
her what ſhe deſired. | | 

Tho' one's never ſo ſtrictly engag'd in an 
affair of Love, yet the vanity of pleaſing elſe- 
where will give the Mind this turn to Inh- 
delity, and make one guilty of this falſe Com- 
plaiſance, . 

For my part I had the weakneſs to be 
wanting both in Honour and Sincerity upon 
this Occaſion ; for I really lov'd Mrs. Ha- 
berd, at leaſt I believ'd fo, and that ſtruck up- 
on me at the ſame time as a Puniſhment for 
my Hypocriſy ; and tho' I had not lov'd her, 

et the Circumſtances we were in together, 
the Obligations I had ; and was going to have to 
her, were not they Motives ſufficient to make 
me ſay without heſtitating, yes, I love her, 


and with all my heart ? 
However, 
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However I did not, for this Lady would 
not have me love her, and her Uuwilling- 
nels flatter'd me. 

But as I was not of a brazen Diſpoſition, 
nor capable of a downright Falſity in a caſe 
of this Nature, I took what I imagin'd a 
Medium, which was to ſmile without fay- 
ing any thing, and to anſwer with a Look 
inſtead of a Word, 

Yes, yes, I underſtand you, cry'd the 
Lady, you have more Gratitude than Love, 
I don't doubt it ; but the Woman has not 
been diſagreeable formerly. 

Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking I try'd the Pen. 
which I had made; it was not to my lik- 
ing, and therefore I retouch'd it to prolong 
a Converſation which amus'd me, and of 
Which I had a mind to ſee the end. IF 

Yes, ſhe's very paſſable, and I think ſhe 
has been comely, continu'd the Lady, and 
as her Siſter ſays, ſhe is fifty; it was no 
fault of mine that ſhe was not a great deal 
Younger, for I repreſented her of my Age 
to make her the more excuſable. Had I fided 
with the eldeſt Siſter, I ſhould have hurt you 
with the Preſident, which was not my In- 
tention, 

I very well obſerv'd, Madam, faid I, the 
Protection you honour'd me with; true, re- 
ply'd ſhe, I declar'd myſelf openly enough ; 
this poor youngeſt Sifter, I put myſelf in 
her place, it would have been too much Af- 
fliction for her at her Age to have. loſt you; 


and beſides I wiſh you well, 
Ty 14 Oh! 
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Oh! Madam, reply'd I with a frank Air, I 
could ſay as much to you if it was worth the 
trouble of hearing : And why not ? anſwer'd 
ſhe, I negle the Friendſhip of nobody, my 
dear Child, and eſpecially of thoſe who are 
ſo well to be lik'd as you are; you really 
pleaſe me, you have prejudiced me in your 
favour ; I don't regard the conditions of Peo- 
ple, not I ; I don't regulate my Taſte upon 
that footing. 
Tho' ſhe ſpoke theſe words in the manner 
of a Perſon who takes the firſt which come 
without being curious what ſhe ſays; yet 
the force of the diſcourſe oblig'd her to caſt 
down her Eyes, for one can't trifle with one's 
Conſcience. ; 

Mean while I was at a loſs how to behave 
about this Pen; it was high time to have 
made it good, or to let italone. 

I ſhall think myſelf happy, Madam, faid 
1; if you will always pleaſe to preſerve the ſame 
favourable Sentiments for me ; good fortune 
will never be ſo welcome to me from any 
where, as from you. 

Speaking this I gave her the Pen, which 
ſhe took and try'd ; it fits mighty well, ſaid 
ſhe, to be ſure you write a very . legible 
Hand. A tolerable one, ſaid I; that's en- 
ough, reply'd ſhe, and I've a great mind 
to give you ſome things to copy which | 
want to be fair wrote oyſs: Whenever you 
pleaſe, Madam, ſaid I. 
Upon which ſhe begun her Letter to Mrs. 
Haberd, and every now and then took her 
Eyes off to look at me. Your 
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Your Father, is he a handſome Man? is 
it him you reſemble, or your Mother ? faid 
ſhe, after two or three Lines writing. My 
Mother, Madam, ſaid I. 


Two lines after; your adventure with 
this old Maid whom you are going to mar- 


ry is very ſingular, added ſhe, as thro' re- 


flection, and with a ſmile; ſhe muſt have 
good Eyes, as retir'd as ſhe has liv'd, and I'm 
glad on't ; pray behave well to her, T ex- 
hort you, Child, and afterwards diſpoſe of 
your Heart as you will, for at your Age it's 
ſeldom kept. 

Alas! Madam, faid I, what would it avail 
me to diſpoſe of it? who would have any 
thing to ſay to a Peaſant like me? 

Oh! reply'd ſhe, nodding her Head, that's 
not the difficulty. Pardon me, Madam, ſaid 
IJ, but it is; becauſe it would not be m 
Equal I ſhould love, I ſhould never | 
there, it muſt be my Superior; nothing elſe 
could engage me. | 

Mighty well ! cry'd ſhe, why, you think 


. tranſportingly ! and | eſteem you the better 


for it ; that Sentiment becomes you, never 
part from it, it's an honour to yeu, and will 
turn to account, I foretell you it will; what -I 
know the World,, and you ought to believe 
me; have a good Courage I and that ſhe ac- 
company'd with a very perſuaſive look. But 
4 propot of Hear added the, are you na- 
turally a little tender? it's the ſign of a good 


temper, | 
I Troth! 


n 

Troth! then J am of the beſt temper in 
the World, repiy'd I ; ay, faid ſhe, ha, ha, 
ha, ---- the great Boy ! with what a pleaſant 
Vivacity he anſwers me ? but tell me inge- 
nuouſly, have you ary one in view at pre- 
ſent ? do you aQually love any body ? 

Ves, ſaid I, I love every one that I've 
Obligations to, as I have to you, Madam, 
whom I love more than any other, 

Take care, ſaid ſhe, I am talking of Love, 
and you have none of that for them any 
more than for me; if you love us it's out of 
Gratitude, and not becauſe we are amiable. 

Where Perſons are like you, Madam, it's 
becauſe of both, rep'y'dI; but it is not for 
me to ſay ſo; Oh! ſpeak, Child, ſpeak ; faid 
ſhe, I'm neither vain nor a Fool ; and provided 
you are fincere, I'll forgive you. 

Troth! then, anſwer'd I, if I did not, 
I ſhould think myſelf very difficult. Softly 
however, ſaid ſhe, clapping her Finger to 
her Lips, tell nobody ſo but me; for they'd 
laugh at us, Child; and beſides, you'd put 
Mrs. Haberd out of Humour with me, if ſhe 
knew it. | 

'T ſhould hardly ſpeak it, if ſhe was within 
hearing, reply'd I. Indeed theſe old Women 
are very jealous; and the World is very cen- 
ſorious, added ſhe, concluding her Letter, and 
we muſt always keep . Guard upon our 
Tongues. | 

Juſt then we heard a noiſe in the next 


Is 
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n Is not there ſome Servant who over-hears” 
1, us ? ſaid ſhe, folding up her Letter; I ſhould: 
it be fretted at that; let's go out, give this 
1 Billet to Mrs. Haberd, and aſſure her of my 
2 Friendſhip, do you hear? and as ſoon as you 

are marry'd come and acquaint me with it 
e here, where I live; my Naime's at the bot- 


tom of the Letter which I've wrote; but 


don't come till the Evening, I'll give you 
A ſome Papers to copy out, and we'll conſult 
y ſome way, or other to ferve you, Go, my 


f dear Child, be diſcreet, I have good In- 
tentions for you, added ſhe with a ſoft 


'; low Voice, and at the ſame time giving me 
r the Letter with an Air which ſeem'd to ſay, 
d I give you my Hand too; at leaſt I under- 


ſtood it ſo, and in taking the letter, kiſs'd 
the Hand which ſeem'd to preſent itſelf, and 
which was not at all cruel; notwithſtanding 


/ the lively and affectionate Gratitude with 
4 which I kiſs'd it, it was a very handſome 
1 Hand. | 4 ws 
t Whilſt I held it, ſee, here's ſomethin 
a elſe which you muſt not talk of neither! 


faid ſhe leaving me. Oh! Madam, I'm a. 
1 very | honeſt. Fellow, anſwer'd I confidently 
1 'm a downright , Peaſant at boxing, Can 
1 behave well when I'm us'd well, but can't 
live ſo modeſt as the Ladies. 
; © The . Expreflion, was brutiſh, ſhe Bluſh'a' * 
ſlightly, for I not worthy ſhe, ſhould 
V+ bluſh much; I was inſenfible of the Inde- 
cency I was guilty of; therefore ſhe ſoon 
fecover'd. herſelf, and all. Reflexion paſt F 1 
| * 
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faw ſhe was not diſpleas'd at the Clownery 
which had eſcap'd me; for it ſhew'd I un- 
derſtood her Meaning, and that was ſaving 
her the Trouble which ſhe muſt have been 
at fome other time in explaining herſelf, 

We ſeparated ; ſhe went in to Mrs, Preſi- 
dent's Apartment, and I retii'd full of agree- 
able Tranſports. 
Was that becauſe you deſign'd to love 
her? you may ask me. Why, really I 
had no determinate Deſign at all; I was 
only charm'd at finding myſelf lik'd by a 
great Lady; I ſparkled by Anticipation, with- 
out knowing what it would come to, or fo 
much as once thinking how I ſhould be- 
have in the affair. | | 

I can't tell you that this Lady was indif- 
ferent to me; neither can I tell you I lov'd 
her, for I believe I did not. What 1 felt 
for her can. hardly be call'd Love ;. for I 
ſhould never have taken notice of her, had 
Not ſhe taken notice of me firſt ; nor even 
then ſhould. I have regarded her attention, 
had not ſhe been a Perſon of Diſtinction. 
Therefore it was not her, it was her 
Rank Ilov'd, which was very great in Com- 
pariſon of me. 1 
I faw a Woman of faſhion of a certain 
Air, which ſpoke an Equipage and Attendants 
belonging to it; who permitted me to kiſs 
her Hand, and would nobody know 
it; a Woman in ſhort who rais'd both me 
and my Vanity from their original a + 


— 


Exaggerations upon the Merit. of this Lady, 


( 181 ) 


for till then had I look'd upon myſelf” as any 


thing ? had I ever felt the ſweets of ſelf-love ? 

It is true I was going to marry Mrs. Ha- 
berd ; but ſhe was a little Cit, who had ſpoil'd 
all at firſt daſh by telling me, I was as good as 
her ſelf; ſhe had given me no time to grow 
proud of my Conqueſt: and except her For- 
tune, I almoſt conſider'd her as my equal, 

Had not I already been her Coſin? The 
means after that to ſee any viſible Diftance 
between us! 

But here the Diſtance was immenſe, it was 
beyond my power to judge of; and I was loſt 
in the bare thought; that a Woman ſo 
much my Superior ſhould ſtoop to me, or that 
I ſhould find my ſelf in a Moment advanc'd to 
her ; was not it enough to turn my Head ? and 
to give me Senſations very like thoſe of Love 

I lov'd her then thro? Reſpect and thro' Amaze- 
ment at my Adventure, thro' the Drunkenneſs 
of Vanity, thro' exceſs of Pleaſure, and thro? 
the infinite Value I ſet upon her Charms; for 
I imagin'd that I had never before ſeen any 
thing ſo beautiful: Notwithſtanding ſhe was 
really fifty; and I had fix'd her at that Age 
in Mrs. Preſident's Chamber: but that was for- 
got an in, inftant ; I could fee nothing amiſs in 
her, and had ſhe been twenty Years younger, it 
was. impoſſible I could have thought her more 
amiable ; ſhe was a Goddeſs, and your God- 
deſſes are never old. 

Thus I return'd penetrated with joy, puffed 
up with vain Glory, and full of my ridiculous 


It 
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It never once enter'd my mind, that theſe 
Sentiments were injurious to thoſe I ow'd Mrs, 
Haberd, for my Heart had ſuffer'd .no Change 
in Reſpect to her, and I went to ſee her again 
with as much Tenderneſs as ever; I was char- 
med at the thoughts of marrying the one, and 
_ pleaſing the other; and one may feel two plea- 
ſures at once very well, 

But before I had put my ſelf in the road to 
return to my Intended, I ſhould have given you 
the Picture of this Goddeſs from whom TI juſt 
parted; if you pleaſe we'll place it here, it 
won't be a long one, 

Her Age you know already, I have alſo told 
you that ſhe was well-made, but that was 
ſay ing too little; for I have ſeen few Women 
of ſuch a noble Preſence, or ſo grand an Air, 

Her Dreſs was modeſt, but adjuſted 'in ſuch 
a manner as not to rob her of any of thoſe na- 
tural Attractions which ſhe had left. 

A Woman may dreſs her ſelf in this Mode 
to pleaſe, without being accuſed with a deſign 
of pleaſing; I mean a Woman who is inward- 
ly a Coquette ; for that ſhe muſt neceſſarily be 
to reap any Advantage from this way of dreſſing; 
there are a great many little ſecret Arts to make 
it engaging as well as decent, and perhaps more 
alluring than the moſt glaring Attire, 
She had handſome Hands, and handſome 
Arms without ruffles; which made them more 
obvious, and more affecting. a 
Fer Face was a little ancient but ill very 
comely, it would have look'd old in à coſtly 
Head - dreſs, but in a plain one it was altegether 
amiable 
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amiable, Will any one ſay it was neglecting it 
too much to adorn it ſo little? Re 

She had a lovely Boſom (for we muſt not for- 
get that Article which is almoſt as conſiderable 
in a Woman as her Face) a lovely white Boſom, 
cloſe cover'd, but of which the covering took. 
an opportunity to diſcloſe it ſelf every time ſhe ©. 
turn'd her Head to diſplay the Lillies ; and the 
little one ſaw of it gave one the moſt tranſpor- 
ting Idea in the World, 

Her Eyes were large and black, which ſhe con- 
rain'd to be grave and prudent, in ſpight of 
them ſelves; for naturally they were lively, 
tender and amorous, | 

| ſhan't define them entirely; there's too 
much to be ſaid of thoſe Eyes, there was ſo 
much Nature, and ſo much Art in them, that 
I ſhould never leave off if I was to pretend to tell 
all, and perhaps even then I ſhould be ne'er the 
better ; for is it poſſible to ſpeak all one feels? 
Thoſe who imagine ſo, feel next to nothing, 
and apparently ſee but half what they might 


fee. 


Let's now come to the Countenance which 
reſulted from the whole. ; | 

At firſt Sight you would ſay of the Perſon 
whoſe it was, this is a very ſober diſcreet Wo- 
man, 

At the ſecond Glance, this Woman has ac- 
quir'd this Air of Prudence and Gravity, it is 
not genuine. Is ſhe virtuous? her Countenance 
ſays yes, but it coſts her dear; ſhe behaves 
her ſelf better than ſhe is often tempted to do; 


ſhe refuſes pleaſure, but ſhe loves it; ten to 
; one 
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one ſhe's not impregnable! ſo much for her 
Morals. 

As to her Wit, one would ſuſpect her to 

have a great deal, and the Suſpicion would be 
juſt; but my Acquaintance with her was too 
ſhort to ſay any more upon that Head. 
In regard to her Character, that would alſo 
be very difficult for me to define ; but the fol- 
lowing little Sketch will give you a general, as 
well as a very ſingular Idea. 

She really lov'd nobody, but wiſh'd more I fi 
harm to her Neighbours, than ſhe directly did 
them. h 

The Honour of being eſteem'd a good Wo- 
man, would not permit her to ſhew her ſelfa i » 
bad one; but then ſhe had the Addreſs to ex- t 
cite Malignity in others, and that ſerv'd her in- 

t 
\ 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


ſtead of exerciſing her own, | 
Wherever ſhe went, the Converſation turn'd 
upon nothing but Scandal, - and it was always ſhe 
who put ber Company into that Humour, either 
by crying up, or defending ſomebody or other 
mali a- propos In ſhort by a thouſand Innuendoes, 
which ſtill ſeem'd in Favour of thoſe ſhe would 
| have pull'd to pieces, and then whilſt they were 
pulling to pieces, it. was nothing but charitable 
Exclamations, tho? at the ſame time encouraging 
ones ; but you do not tell me ſo? Are not you 
miſtaken? is it poſſible! ſo that ſhe always re- 
turn'd innocent of the Crimes ſhe made others 
commit, (I call all Satyr ſo) and was always 
the Protectreſs of thoſe whoſe Reputations ſhe 

murder'd with other Peoples Tongues, - 


But 
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But what is moſt pleaſant, this Woman, ſuch 
as I've defcrib'd her, was a perfe Stranger to 
the badneſs of her own Difpoſition, the bot - 
tom of her Heart had eſcap'd her, and her 
Addreſs had deceiv'd even herſelf; becauſe 
ſhe affected to be thought good, ſhe believed ſhe 
was really ſo in earneſt, 

Such then was the Lady I parted from; I've 
drawn her from what afterwards heard of her, 
from the little Commerce we had together, and 
from the Reflection I have ſince made. 

She had been a Widow eight or ten Years; 
her Husband is reported not to have dy'd 
very well ſatisfyd with her; he accus'd her 
with ſome Irregularities in her Conduct: and 
to prove that he injur'd her, immediately 
upon her Widowhood ſhe abſconded from 
the World, and enter'd into a ſtate of De- 
votion, which ſhe till continued as much 
thro' Pride as Habit, and becauſe of the In- 
dency of appearing again upon the Stage of 
the Publick with Charms which would no 
longer be acknowledg'd as ſuch, which time 
had a little impair'd, and which even Re- 
tirement itſelf had tarniſh'd; for it has al- 
ways that Effect upon thoſe who leave it. 
Retirement, and eſpecially a Chriſtian one, 
fits well upon none but thoſe who perſevere 
in it z a Perſon's Face is never in the Fa- 
ſhion afterwards, it always becomes either ri» 
diculous or ſcandalous. | 

[return'd then to Mrs. Haberd my Intended, 
and joyfully doubled my Steps to get the 
ſooner to her, when | was ſtop'd by a great 

a Croud 
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Croud of Coaches and Chairs at the entrance 
into a Street; I would not engage my ſelf 
amongſt them for fear of being wounded ; 
and in waiting till the hurry ſhould be over, 
went into an Alley, where to paſs away the 
Time, I ſet myſelf to read the Letter which 
Mrs, Ferval (for ſo I ſhall call the Lady J 
have been ſpeaking of) had given me for Mrs 
Haberd, and which was not ſeal'd. 

I had ſcarce begun to read the firſt Lins 
when a Man came down a Stair-caſe which 
was at the bottom of the Alley, fled thro' 
it with full ſpeed, ruſh'd againſt me in paſ- 
fing, drop'd a naked Sword which he held 
at my Feet, and ſav'd himſelf by ſhutting 
the Street-door upon me. 

I was now ſhut in this Alley, not without 
fome Apprehenſions at what I had ſeen. 

My firſt Care was to run to open the Door; 
but I try'd in vain, I could not effect it. 

On the other ſide, I heard a Noiſe above 
Stairs, The Alley was alſo very dark, which 
increas'd my Uneaſinefs. 

And as in a Caſe of this Nature, all our 
Actions mechanically tend to our Preſervation, 
and as I had neither Cane nor Stick, I ſnatch'd 
15 the Sword, without well knowing what 

did. 

The Noiſe above Stairs redoubled; it 


ſeem'd to me that the Cries came from a 


Window in the Houſe upon the Street, nor 


was | miſtaken. I could hear them cry, 


Stop, Stop; and at all Adventures I fill 
kept the naked Sword in one Hand, whilſt 
TY with 
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with the other I continu'd endeavouring to 
open this miſerable Door which at laſt I got 
open, Without once thinking to drop the 
Sword, zap 

But I was never the better; for a whole 
Croud of People were afſembled together a- 
bout it, who ſeeing my frighted Air, and 
the naked. Sword which I held, made no 
Queſtion but I was either an Aſſaſſin, or a 
Robber, 

I would have eſcap'd, but it was impof- 
ſible, and my Endeavours for that Purpoſe, 
only ſerv'd to render their Suſpicions the more 
violent againſt me. | þ 

At the ſame time ſome Archers or Ser- 
geants run from the next Station, pierc'd thro” 
the Croud, ſnatch'd the Sword out of my Hand; 
and feiz'd me. 

I would have ſpoke, and told my Reaſons; 
but the Noiſe and Tumult were ſo great 
that I could not be heard; and in ſpight of 
my Reſiſtance, which was not very prudent, 
they dragg'd me into the Houſe, forc'd me 
up Stairs, and I enter'd with the Archers who 
led me, and ſome of the Neighbours who 
follow'd us into a little Apartment, where 
we found a young Lady lying upon the Floor, 
in a Swoon, ST wounded, and an old 
Woman who was endeavouring to raiſe her 
up againſt an Arm- chair. ä 

Over againſt her lay a young well-ſhap'd 
Man, wounded alſo, and fallen croſs a Sofa, 
who as his Blood flow'd from him, ſtill 
ery*d out for help for the young Lady, . 

t 
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the old Woman and a ſort of Servant filly 
the Room with Shrieks. | 

Oh! quick, Sirs, quick, a Surgeon, cry'l 
the young Man to thoſe who held me; make 
haſte, and help her, ſhe's dying, perhaps you 
may fave her (he ſpoke of the young 
Lady. ) . 

The Surgeon was not far off; there -liv'{ 
one juſt oppoſite to' the Houſe, whom they 
call'd out at Window, and he came in ah 
inftant with a Commiſſary with him, 

But as I talk'd very -faſt, and proteſted 

that I had no part in this Adventure, and 
that it was unjuſt to detain me, they dragg'l 
me into a little contiguous Cloſet, where 
I waited till the Lady's Wounds and thoſe 
'of the young Man were dreſs'd, 
The. Lady. was recover'd out of her Swoon, 
and when they had taken all the neceſſary 
Care they could, I was brought back again 
out of the Cloſet into the Chamber. 

Do you know this young Man ? ſaid one 
of my Archers to them ; obſerve him well: 
we found him in the Alley, the Door of which 
was ſhut upon him, and he open'd it hold- 
ing this Sword in his Hand which you ſee. 
It's ſtill bloody, cry'd another immediately, 
who examin'd it, and undoubtedly this is one 
of thoſe who wounded you. 

No, Gentlemen, reply'd the young Man with 
a very feeble Voice; we don't know this Man, 
it's not he who has reduc'd us to the de- 
plorable Condition we are in, but we know 
our Aſſaſſin; it's one Mr,---- (he mention 

| a Name 
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a Name which l've forgot) but ſince this 
Perſon was in the Houſe, and ſince you ſeiz'd 
him with that Sword ſtill reeking with our 
Blood, perhaps our Aſſaſſin might bring him 
to ſupport him in cafe of Need, and there- 
fore by all Means keep him in hold. 

Miſerable Wretch ! cry'd the young Lady 
in her turn, without giving me time to an- 
ſwer, what's become of him whoſe Accom- 
plice to be ſure thou art ? Alas! Gentlemen, 
he has eſcap'd you ; ---- ſhe had no Power 
to go on, ſhe was wounded to Death, and could 


be brought to herſelf no more. 


I imagin'd then I might have Liberty to 
vindicate myſelf ; but had hardly begun to 
open my Lips, when the Archer who firſt 
ſpoke interrupted me: 

It is not here thou moſt juſtify thy ſelf, ſaid 
he; March, and directly they haul'd me 
below where I ſtay'd till the coming of a 
Hackney Coach which they were gone to call, 
and in which they hurry'd me to Priſon, 

The Place where I was confin'd was not 
altogether a Dungeon, tho' it wanted little 
of it. 

As it luckily happen'd the Man who lock'd 
me in, as much a Jailor as he was, yet 
had no inexorable Lcok, he did not fright 
me; and at ſuch a Time one's glad to catch 
at ev'ry Thing, and a Face a little leſs Mo- 
roſe than another, ſeems a good-natur'd one; 
therefore addrefling myſelf 'to this Jailor, 
Sir, ſaid I, putting into his Hand, to engage 
him to hear me, ſome of thoſe x — 
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Gold which Mrs. Haberd had given me, and 
Which 1 had preſerv'd, though every thing elſe 
was taken from me, for the bottom of my 
Pocket had a Hole in it, and in plain Terms 
they had ſlipt down lower; nothing beſides way 
left me except my Letter which I had clap'd 
into my Boſom, after having held it a long time 
rumpled up in my Hand. | 
Sir, ſaid I, you are at your Liberty to go and 
come where you pleaſe; do me a Favour : I am 
guilty of nothing, you will find I an't ; this 
is only a Misfortune which has befallen me. 
] juſt came from Mr, Prefident's---and a Lady 
his Relation gave me a Letter for one Mrs, 
Haberd who lives in ſuch a Street, in ſuch a 
part, and as I cannot deliver it my ſelf, I give 
it into your Hands; be ſo good as either to carry 
or ſend it to the Lady, and at the ſame time 
let her know where | am ; hold, added I, 
pulling out ſome more pieces, here is wherewithal 
to pay the Meſſenger, if there is occaſton, and 
this is a trifle, you ſhall be much better re- 
compenced when they fetch me from hence. 
Stay, ſaid he, drawing out a little Pencil, 
Mrs. Haberd you ſay, in ſuch a Street. Yes, 
Sir, anſwer'd I; put down too at Mrs, d Alain's 
a Widow's. | 
Well, reply'd he, make your ſelf. eaſy, I 
ſhall go out preſently, and in an Hour at far- 
theſt your Buſineſs ſhall be done. | 
Upon which he bluntly left me, and I re 
main'd weeping between my four Walls, rather 
out of Conſternation than Fear; or if I had 


any Fear, it was entirely owing to the violent 
Shock 
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Shock which this Accident had given me, for 1 
had no notion of being apprehenſive for my 
Life. 

Upon ſuch occaſions we are immediatel 
ſeiz d with thoſe emotions which we deſerve to 
feel; our Conſciences, if I may uſe the Ex- 
preſſion, do themſelves Juſtice, An innocent 
Perſons ſighs, and a Criminal trembles ; the 
one is afflicted, and the other tormented. 

Therefore I was only afflicted, I deſerv'd to 
be no more; what a Diſaſter, cry'd I to my ſelf? 
oh the curſed Street with its 'T hrong of Coaches 
and Chairs! what Buſineſs had I in that miſe- 
rable Alley ? It was certainly by the Impulſe of 
the Devil that I enter'd it. 

And inſtantly the Tears trickled down : Oh 
my God! where am I? O my God ! deliver me 
from hence, cry'd I, The Wretches! this Mrs, 
Haberd the eldeſt, and Mr. Doucin ; what 
plague have they given me with their Preſident? 
Why I muſt needs go forſooth! and then I ſobb'd 
and wept afreſh ; but after a ſhort ſilence, my 
poor Father, added ], he little thinks I am in 
Priſon on my Wedding Day! and dear Mrs, 
Haberd who expects me, are not we in a fine 
way to meet again ? 

| was loſt in Grief at theſe Conſiderations; 
but at laſt, ſome other Reflections coming to my 
aid; J ought not to deſpair, ſaid 1, God will 
not leave me here. If this Jailor gives Mrs, 
Haberd my Letter, and informs her of my 
Misfortune, ſhe will ſpare no pains. for my 
Deliverance. 


And 
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And I had Reaſon to encourage my ſelf as 
ou will ſee, The Jailor was punctual to his 
Word, and Mrs. Ferval's Letter was carry'd to 
my Intended an Hour or two after; he was the 
Meſſenger himſelf, and told her where I was; 
as ſoon as he return'd he came to acquaint me 
with it, bringing me at the ſame time ſome 
Food, which was not at all tempting. 

Have a good Heart ! faid he, I have given 
the Lady your Letter; I told her you was in 
Priſon, and when ſhe heard it ſhe ſwooned away 
directly; farewel. This was exact a Jailor's 
Style, as you may perceive. 

But hold a Moment, cry'd I ſtopping him, 
was there any body with her to aſſiſt her 
then? 

Oh! yes, ſaid he, that need ndt concern 
you ; there were two Women in the Room 
with her. What and did ſhe ſay nothing to 
you ? reply'd J. Why no, anſwer'd he, how 
could ſhe when ſhe was ſpeechleſs ? Eat, and 
hope the beſt, 1 
I have no Stomach, ſaid I, but I am exceſ- 
ſive thirſty, I wiſh I had a little Wine, is there 
no ſuch thing as getting any ? yes, reply'd he, 
lug out, I will ſend you ſome preſently, _ 

After all the Money which TI had given him, 
in any other place than that where I was, the 
Word lug out would have ſounded ungrateful 
and raſcally; but in a Jail, it was I who was 
- blame, and who did not know how to 

ve. | | 

Alas, ſaid I, pardon me, I had forgot the 
Money, pulling out another Louis d Or; for I 
had no other Coin, Would 
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Would you have me, ſaid he, as he was go- 
ing out, inſtead of returning your change, 
ſupply you with Wine whilſt this laſts ? You 
will have leiſure enough to drink it. 

Juſt as you pleaſe, reply'd I ſubmiſſively, 
and pierc'd to the Heart to find my ſelf in 
Commerce with theſe new ſort of Gentry, 
whom you mult thank for the very Kindneſs 
you do them, _e 

The Wine came very 4 propos, for I was 
juſt ready to faint away when they brought it 
me ; but by the help of that I recover'd; and 
the only uneaſineſs I now felt was an extream 
impatience to ſee what would be. the event of 
this News which I had ſent the charitable Mrs, 
Haberd. | 

Sometimes her ſwooning diſturb'd me, for 1 
was afraid it ſhould put her out of a Capacity 
of acting herſelf, and I depended more upon her 
than all the Friends ſhe could employ for me. 

But on the other hand this ſwooning was an 


argument of her Affection, and of the ſpeed 


ſhe would make to my aſſiſtance. | 
Three Hours were already paſt ſince their 
bringing me the Wine, when I was inform'd 
that two Perſons below wanted to ſpeak with 
me, that they would not come up; but that I 


muſt go down to them. 


My Heart beat the March of Joy, and 1 


follow'd the Jailor, who led me into the Cham- 
ber, at the entrance of which I was receiv'd'by 


Mrs. Haberd who embrac'd me, burſting into 
Tears, + | 


K Cloſe 
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Cloſe by her ſtood a Man dreſt in black, 
who was a ſtranger to me. | 

Ah! Mr. de la Valle, my dear Child, by 
what accident are you here? cry'd ſhe, do not 
be ſurpriz'd, Sir, at my embracing him; we 
-were to have been matry'd as to Day, added ſhe 
to the Gentleman who accompany'd her; and 
immediately returning to me, what has befallen 
you ? what is the matter ? hk 

I could not anſwer immediately; Mrs, 
Haberd's reception of me had melted me into 
Tenderneſs, and it was ſome time before my 
Tears would give me leave to ſpeak. 

Alas! ſaid I at length, it is a furious Story 
this of mine; would you imagine that it is no- 
thing but an Alley which is the occaſion of my 
being here? Whilſt I was in it the Door was 
ſhut upon me, and two Murders were com- 
mitted above Stairs: I was ſuſpected to be con- 
cerned in them, and fo they hurry'd me hi- 
mor.” 

How! concern'd in two Murders for only be 
in an Alley, anſwer'd ſhe, what doſt mean 
by that, Child? Explain thy ſelf ; who is this 
Murderer? I do not know, reply'd I, I faw 
nothing but the Sword which I inadvertently 
took up in the Alley, 
This carries a very grave Face with it, in- 
terrupted the Gentleman in black; but we can 
learn nothing from what you tell us; pray fit 
down, and relate the whole Affair to us diſ- 
tinctly as it happen'd ; what of all this Alley? 
What are we to underſtand by it? 


Look 
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Look ye, ſaid I, the caſe was this, and 


immediately I begun my Narrative with my 


leaving the Preſident's; from whence I pro- 


ceeded to my ſtoppage in the Street, the Alley I 


ſpoke of, the unknown Perſon who eſcap'd thro? 
it and ſhut me in, the Sword which he drop'd 


and which I took up, and in ſhort to all the 
reſt of my Adventure. | 


I neither know, ſaid I, the Killer nor the 
kill'd, they were not dead when I was brought 
before them, and they own'd that they knew 
nothing of me; this is all the Account I can 
give you why I am impriſon'd, 


My Fleſh perfectly trembles, faid Mrs. Ha- 
berd; what then would not they hear Reaſon 
when the wounded parties acknowledg'd they 
did not know you? What could they fay to 
you? That perhaps I was an accomplice of their 


urderer, tho' I never ſaw any thing of him 


| but his back, anſwer'd I. 


The bloody Sword with which they ſeiz'd 


vou, ſaid the Gentleman in black, is an ugly 
Article, it is a perplexing one; but your Story 


has occaſionꝰd me a thought. \ 
We heard them talk below that a Priſoner 
was brought in here about three or four Hours 


ago, for the Murder of two Perſons in the ſame 
Street you ſpeak of; and very likely this may 

be the Man who ruſh'd by you in the Alley. 
Stay here both of you, . I'll go and endeavour to 
inform my ſelf more particularly, perhaps I may 
learn ſomething, 


Upon which he left us. Poor Child! ſaid 


Mrs. Haberd as ſoon as he was gone, in what 
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a Situation do I find thee? the news of it af- 
ſected me in ſuch a manner that I thought I 
ſhould have dy'd ; | never expected to ſee another 
Day. But, dear Child, when you ſaw this Stcp, 
why would not you take ſome other Street ? 

Oh! my dear Colin, ſaid I, I was willing 
to keep in the direct Road that I might get the 
ſooner to you: Who would imagine any Street 
could be G fatal? When one goes to fee a Per- 
ſon one loves, it is natural for one to be impa- 
tient, and to take the ſhorteſt way one can, 

Saying this I bath'd her Hands in tears, and 
ſhe alſo rain'd as ſaſt as ſhe could. 

Wha is this Gentleman you have brought 
with you, ſaid I, and where have you been, 
Coſin? Alas! reply'd ſhe, I have done nothing 
but run up and down fince I receiv'd the Let- 
ter you ſent me; Mrs. Ferval expreſs'd her 
ſelf fo obligingly in it, and offer'd me fo many 
ſervices, - that | immediately reſolv'd to addreſs 
my ſelf to ber, and to intreat her Aſſiſtance, 
She's an exceeding good Lady, ſhe could not 
have acted with more Vigour had it been for 

her own Son; poor Woman! ſhe was almoſt 
as much aflited as J was: Do not trouble your 
ſelf, ſaid ſhe, this is a thing of nothing, we 
have Friends enough, and I warrant we'll get 
him out; ſtay here, I'll go and ſpeak to Mr. 
Prehdent.. ; a9 e 
Away ſhe went without loſing time, and in 
Moment after return'd with a Letter from the 
| Frefident. to Mr-- (he was one of the Principal 
Magiſtrates for ſuch Affairs as mine.) I took 


the Letter and directly carry'd it to that Ma- 
| giſtrate, 
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giſtrate, who as ſoon as he had read it, cal/d 
for one of his Secretaries, ſpoke ſomething to 
him apart, and afterwards bid him wait on me 
to the Priſon to procure me the Liberty of ſeeing 
you ; and here we are come both together to 
know what has beſallen you. Mrs. Fer val alſo 
promiſed to join with me, and to accompany 
me wherever there ſhould be Occaſion. 

The Secretary who had left us, return'd j iſt 
as Mrs, Haberd had finiſh'd her Detail of theſe 
particulars, 

I was right in my Notion, ſaid he, the Man 
Who was brought hither this Morning, is cer- 
tainly the Aſſaſſin of the Parties in Queſtion ; 
F have been talking to one of the Archers who 
ſtopꝰd him as he fled without either Hat or Sword, 
and purſu'd by a croud of People who had ſeen. 
him-ruſh in a diſtracted manner out of a Houſe: 
in the ſame. Street where you met with your. 
Obſtruction; it was a conſiderable while before 
they could take him, betauſe he had the heels 
of them; but at laſt they ſeiz'd him, and car» 
ry'd him back to the Houſe he came out of, 
and whence they ſay another Man had been 
juſt before ſent to Jail on Suſpicion of being his 
Accomplice. Now agreeable to what you have 
told us, this other Man believ'd to be his Ac- 
complice is in all Appearance your ſelf, 

Yes, it's me, anſwei'd I, I am the Man of 
the Alley; that's the very Reaſon of my being 
here, nobody knew it was in going home that 
I had the Misfortune to be cram'd up there. 
This Priſoner will be ſoon examin'd, faid' 
the Secretary, and if he knows nothing of you, 
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and anſwers conformaBly to what you tell us, 
as I do not doubt but he will, you'll ſoon be at 
liberty, and we'll haften your releaſe, Return, 
Madam, and make your ſelf eaſy ; let's go. 
As for you, added he ſpeaking to me, ſtay in 
this Chamber, you'll be better here than where 
you was, and I'll go and order them to bring 
you ſome Dinner. 

Alas! faid I, they have already brought me 
a ſorry Pittance in my hole above there, but 
its mouldy, and I can have no Appetite to it, 

They left me with Exhortations to eat, and 
we embrac'd one another, Mrs. Haberd and I, 
ſhedding a new Flood of Tears. Let him want 
for nothing, cry'd the good Woman to him 
who lock'd me in; and they had been gone 
two or three Minutes, before I could get the 
Noiſe of the turning the Keys out of my Ears, 
There's nothing ſo harſh as the lockings in 
theſe Places, and I believe they are much more 
diſpleaſing to the innocent than the guilty ; 
the laft have ſomething elſe to do than to attend 
to ſuch things. : | 

A few Moments after, my Dinner came up; 
and upon comparing it with that which had 
been brought me before I found my ſelf com- 
forted ; it was a Change of a good Omen ; one 
deſires to live, it's a natural inſtinct; and there- 
fore after a few careleſs Glances at a pullet of 
a pretty good Mein, I as careleſsly ſliv'd off 
the two Wings, which were inſenſibly eat in 
a Trice; I alſo pick'd part of the Carcaſe for 
Amuſement, drank two or three brimmers of 
Wine, which was tolerable as it went down 
5 without 
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without much Attention, and clos'd my Re- 
gale with ſome Fruit which I taſted, becauſe it 
was there, 1 

I felt my ſelf much leſs afflicted after I had 
eat, A good Meal is an admirable thing in 
time of trouble; it's certain it lulls the Spirits 
into a Calm; and one cannot be very ſorrow- 
ful whilſt the Stomach digeſts. 

[ do not tell you that I loſt ſight of my Con- 
dition, I thought of it continually, but then it 
was in a tranquill manner; at laſt however my 
forrow return'd. I omit the Account of every 
thing which paſſed after Mrs. Haberd's Viſit, 
to come to the Inſtant in which I appear'd be- 
fore a Magiſtrate accompany'd by another Offi- 
cer of Juſtice who ſeem'd to write, and of 
whom I neither know the Name nor the Em- 
ploy ; oppoſite to them was a Man extreamly 
pale, and of a dejected look, with ſome other Per- 
ſons whoſe Depoſitions they ſeem'd to be ta- 


king. 
They examin'd me; you muſt not expect 
an exact detail of this Examination, for I have 
entirely forgot what Order they obſerv'd in it; 
I ſhall only relate the eſſential Article, which 
was, that this Man who was ſo dejected, and who 
was the preciſe Man of the Alley, acknow- 
ledged he did not know me; I ſaid the ſame by 
him. I told my Adventure, and told it with 
ſuch pathetick Exclamations upon my Misfor- 
tune, that ſome of the Aſſiſtants were oblig'd 
to mask their Faces with their Hands, to con- 
ceal their Smiles, 7 
When 1 had ended, I tell you again and 
again, cry d the W Py Tears in his Eyes, | 
4 i 
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J had neither Confident nor Accomplice ; I do 
not know how far I might plead for my Life, 
but it's a burthen to me, and. deſerve to loſe it. 
I bave kill'd my Miſtreſs, I ſaw her expire, 
ſhe dy'd with horror in ſeeing me, and calling 
me her Aſſaſſin; I alſo kill'd my Friend, of 
whom I was become the Rival; I ſtabb'd them 
both in a Tranſport of Rage; and now I am 
in Diſpair, I look upon my ſelf as a Monſter, I 
am a . to my own thoughts, and ſhould 
have ſtabb'd my ſelf had not I been ſeiz'd; I 
am unworthy of time to recollect or repent ; 
condemn me, revenge their Murders; I ask 
for death as a Mercy ; ſpare me the Pangs of 
delay which make me die a thouſand times over, 
and ſend away this young Man, whom 1.'s need - 
leſs to detain here, and whom I never ſaw ex- 
- cept in that Paſſage, where I would have kill'd 
him too for ſear he ſhould have known me, 
had not my Sword drop'd out of my Hand in 
attempting to make my eſcape ; ſet him at Li- 
berty, Sir, let him go, I reproach my ſelf for 
the trouble I have given him, and beg his Par- 
don for the Fright I ſee him in, and of which 
I am the Occaſion; he has nothing in com · 
mon with ſuch an abominable Wretch as me, 

I trembled at hearing him ſay he deſign'd to 
kill me, for that would have been worſe than a 
Jail. However, notwithſtanding this Acknow- 
ledgment, I could not help being ſorry for this 
unfortunate Criminal, his Diſcourſe torch'd 
me, and in anſwer to his beggirg my Pardon ; 
Sir, ſaid I, I pray God to have Mercy upon you 
and your Soul. | 

N But 
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But I ſhall ſay no more upon this Heah 
Mrs. Haberd came again to ſee me after the 
Hurry of the Examination was over, attended 
by the ſame Secretary, who left us for ſome 
time alone, Imagine to your ſelf the Tender- 
neſs with which our Hearts overflow'd-; ſo 
chearſul is the Mind, and ſuch a Sweetneſs of 
Satisfaction it ſeels when we have eſcap'd any 
great Danger! and really we had each in our 
way eſcap'd a very imminent one; for all things 
conſider d, my Life was actually in Peril, and 
Mrs. Haberd had run the Risk of loſing me; 
which in her Turn ſhe look'd upon as one of 
the greateſt Misſortunes in the World, eſpecial» 
ly if ſhe had loſt me on this Occaſion. 

She gave me an Account of all. ſhe had done 


| for me, and of the new Obligations. we had to 


Mrs. Ferval, for the Pains ſhe had taken to 
ſerve me, both with the Preſident and the 
Magiſtrate who examin'd me. | 
We beſtow'd a thouſand and a thouſand. bleſs - 
ſings upon that Lady for her generous Favours 
ta us; my Intended was in an exſtaſy at her 
Charity and Piety ; oh the good Chriſtian ! 
cry*d the, oh the the good Chriſtian ! and oh 
the good Woman! cry'd I, for I durſt not repeat 
Mrs. Haberd's Expreſſions, nor employ the 
ſame Eulogium as ſhe did; I thought my {Vf 
obliged in Conſcience to make uſe of others, 
and indeed it would have been a burning ſhams 
in the very Face of my Intended, to extol the 
Piety of a Woman who caſt a hawk's Eye at 
her Husband, and who only affifte me ſo cor» 
dially . becauſe ſhe was not. ſuch a good Chri- 
1 WH lian. 
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ſtian. Beſides was I in Priſon, which made me 
ſcrupulous ; and | was afraid God ſhould puniſh 
me if | exaggerated the Piety of thoſe ſervices of 

which in all likelihood the Devil and the Fleſh 


had all the Honour, 
J alſo bluſh'd more than once whilſt Mrs, 


Haberd was magnifying Mrs, Ferval in this 
manner, for I was not irreproachable my ſelf; 
and I was aſham'd to ſce this good Woman ſuch 
a Dupe, ſhe who ſo little deſerv'd to be one. 

From our encomiums upon Mrs. Ferval, we 
proceeded to what had paſſed in my Priſon; 
joy is very talkative, it allow'd us no interval; 
I related to her all which the real Criminal had 
ſaid, the Candour with which he juſtify'd me, 
and what Pity it was that he abandon'd him- 
ſelf ſo unfortunately to his Paſſion ! and then 
we returned to our ſelves, to our own Love and. 
Marriage. But perhaps you'll ask me who this 
Criminal was; I. will give you his Hiſtory in 
two Words. 

About a Year ago his boſom. Friend courted 
a Lady who returned his Affection; but as he 
was not of equal Fortune to her's, the Father 
of the Lady not only refuſed her. to him in 
Marriage, but forbid his Daughter from recei- 
ving any more of his Addreſſes, In which 
Dilemma, who ſhould they make uſe of but this 
very Perſon, who afterwards kill'd them, to write 
and receive their Letters? 

This Murderer,. who was before acquainted: 
with the Family, but ſeldom viſited there, be- 
came now deſperately in Love with the Lady 
by. often ſeeing her and hearing her figh for the 

other. 
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other. He was more wealthy than his 


Friend, 


= 


and diſcloſed his Paſſion, which the Lady ban- 
tered for ſome time, as thinking it only a plea- 
ſantry ; but when ſhe found him in earneſt, ſne 
was enrag'd, and fent to acquaint her Lover. 


with it, who reproach'd his Friend 
Treachery. At firſt he was aſhamed, 


for his 
ſeem'd 


to repent his Guilt, and promiſed to leave them 
in repoſe; but ſoon aſter renew'd his Suit, 


quarel'd with his Friend, and carry'd 
delity ſo far as to propoſe him ſelf for a 


his infi- 
Son- in- 


law to the Father, who accepted him, and in 
vain endeavour'd to compell his Daughter to 


marry him. 


Our Lovers, grown deſperate, had recourſe” 
to other means, both for writing and ſpeaking. 
An ancient Widow, who had been Chamber- 
maid to the Lady's Mother, gave them the 
Liberty of her Houſe, where they ſometimes 
met, to conſult what Meaſures they ſhould re- 
folve upon. The other having Notice of it, 


turn'd furious with Jealouſy ;. he was a 


Man of 


2 violent Nature, apparently without Reflection, 
and one of thoſe Spirits which an exceſs of Paſ- 
ſion corrupts and makes fit for any thing. He 
had them dog'd one day to their rendezvous at 
the Widow's, follow'd them in, ſurpriz'd them 
the Moment his Friend was kiſſing the Lady's 


Hand, and in his ſury run him thro' t 


he Body 


with his Sword, which he was going to ſecond 
with another Stroke, when the Lady threw her 
ſelf before her Lover, and receiv'd the Wound; 


the Murderer fled, and the reſt of the 8 
know. To return to my ſelf. | 


tory you 


Our 
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Our Secretary came back to us, and told 
us that I ſhould be diſcharged on the Mor- 
row. Let us paſs to this Morrow, all the 
Particulars of this Priſon are melancholy. 

Mrs. Haberd came to ſetch me at eleven 
in the Morning; ſhe would not go up, but 
ſent me word ſhe was there; accordingly I 
went down, and found a Coach waiting for 
me at the door; and what Coach? why 

Mrs, Ferval's, and Mrs. Ferval herſelf in it, 
Which was on purpofe to give an Eclat to 
my Liberty, and the greater Luſtre to my 
Innocence, bes; 

The Zeal of this Lady went till frather ; 
before we take him home, ſaid ſhe to Mrs. 
Haberd, | am of Opinion that we ought to 
carry him into that Quarter and over- againſt 
the Place where he was ſtop'd ; it's very pro- 
per that thoſe who ſaw him hurry'd to Jail, 
and who may know him again elſewhere, 
ſhould be acquainted with his Innocence, It's 
a Precaution which ſeems neceſſary : and 
perhaps, added ſhe, addrefling herſelf to me, 
you may recollet ſome of thoſe who ſur- 
rounded you when you was ſe:z'd, 


Oh! as for that, yes, ſaid I, and if it was 


only the Surgeon, who lives oppolite to the 
Houſe, and who was call'd to dreſs the Wounds 
of the Deceas'd ; I ſhould be glad to fee him 
again, to ſhew him that I am an honeſter 
Man than he imagines, 

My God, what an incomparable thought 
this Lady has! cry'd Mrs. Haberd immedi- 
.ately, for it's to her you are indebted for every 
| 35 420 Thing, 
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Thing, Mr. de la Valles; and tho' ſhe had 
only reſpect to God in this Occaſion. At 
the word God, which Mrs, Ferval was con- 
ſcious was ſupernumerary, let's drop all that, 
ſaid ſhe interrupting her; when do you in- 
tend to be marry'd? To Night, if nothing 
prevents us, ſaid Mrs Haberd. 
Juſt then we arriv'd at the Street which 
had been ſo fatal to me, and which we had 
bid the Coachman drive to. We ſtop'd juſt 
beſore the Surgeon's Houſe ; he was ſtanding 
at his Door, and I obſerv'd that he Jook'd 
wiſhfully at me ; Do you remember me, Sir ? 
faid I, do you know me ? 
Ves, I think I do, anſwer'd he, pulling off 
his Hat very complaiſanily, as to a Man 
whom he ſaw in a handſome Equipage with 
two Ladies, one of which appear'd of Diſtincti- 
on, Yes, Sir, I remember you, I believe it 
was you who the day before yeſterday was 
in yonder Houſe, (pointing to that where I was 
ſeiz'd) and who happen'd to--- he heſitated to 
bring out the reſt; go on, go on Sir, ſaid I, 
yes it was me who was ſeiz d there, and ſent 
to Priſon ; I was loath to fay fo, reply'd he, 
but I had taken ſo much Notice of you that 
I knew you again at firſt Sght. Well, Sir, 
then you was no way concern d in the affair in 
Queſtion ? | 
No more than you, anfwer'd I, and imme- 
diately explain'd to him how I came embroiPd 
in the Adventure : Upon my V/ord, Sir, re- 
ply'd he, I'm heartily. glad on't, and we'll 
tell it all hereabout, my Neighbours and my 
| , Wife, 
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Wife, my Children, and I, and my Pren- 
tices 3 who the deuce would one truſt, if this 
young Gentleman was guilty ? Why! he has one 
of the honeſteſt Countenances in the World ; 
oh! troth! they muſt all ſee you. Here, 
Be, (he call'd one of his Daughter's) Wife 
come hither, and you too, ſpeaking to his 
Prentices 3- here, look well at this Gentleman, 
do you know who he is ? 

Oh! Father, cry'd Be/j, he is very like 
that Priſoner the other Day; yes, truly, ſaid 
the Wife, he is fo very like him that he is the 
ſame ; the very ſame at your Service, Madam, 
reply'd I ; ſo, ſo, cry'd Beſey, why this is 
comical enough, then you help'd to kill nobody, 
Sir! Oh! no, anſwer'd I, I ſhould be very 
ſorry to contribute to the Death of any Per- 
ſon, to bring them to Life is another Caſe, 
Indeed, faid the Wife, we did not know what 
to think; oh! as for that, ſaid Beſey, if ever 
any body had an innocent look, it was you to 
be ſure, 

The People began to gather about us, and I 
was known by a great many of them, Mrs. 
Ferval had the Complaiſance to continue this 
Scene as long as it was neceſſary to re-eſtabliſh 
my Reputation in the Quarter ;. after which I 
took leave of the Surgeon and his Family, with 
the Satisfaction of ſeeing my ſelf cordially bow'd- 
to by the People, and thoroughly acquitted 
through the whole Street of the Crimes of 
which they had ſuſpected me ; without reckon- 
ing the Pleaſure I had to hear Elogies upon my 
Countenance on all ſides me, which put Mrs. 

Haberd 
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Haberd into the beft Humour in the World, 
and engag'd her to view me with more eager- 
neſs than I had ever before perceiv'd in her. 

I ſaw that ſhe was penetrated with Pleaſure as 
ſire obſerv'd at me, and that ſhe congratulated 
herſelf upon the Juſtneſs of her Taſte in think- 
ing me amiable, 

I alſo won at the ſame time upon Mrs. Ferval,. 
who gaz d at me with more attention than or- 
dinary; and I am perſuaded ſhe ſaid within 
herſelf, I have no ſuch indifferent fancy nei- 
ther, ſince every body is of my Sentiment, 

But I only tell you that an en paſſant, I 
was very well contented too my ſelf,' and per- 
haps ſomething more. 

We were drawing near Mrs, Haberd's 
Lodgings,, whither Mrs. Fe val would con- 
duct us, when we ſaw at a Church Door, my 
Intended's eldeſt Siſter and Mr, Doucin, who 
were talking together, and ſeem'd very earneſt 
in Diſcourſe, A Coach which ſtop'd the 
Progreſs of our's, gave them all the time in the 
World to obſerve vs, SEL 

Whenever I think of it, I cannot help- 
laughing ftill at the prodigious Aſtoniſhment- 
which. they were both in at ſeeing us. 

We turn'd them both into Statues ;. they 
were fo routed, ſo thunder-ftruck, that they 
had not ſo much as preſence of Mind to give 
us a wry Face, which we could not have fail'd, 
had they been leſs ſurpriz'd ; but there are 
ſome things which ftupify ; and for an increaſe 
to their Conſuſion, we appear'd in a Moment, 
which made our Apparition ſtill more 2 | 
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And painful, Chance join'd Accidents on pur- 
poſe to afflict them; it was triumphing over 
them in a proud, and even an inſolent manner, 
had it been premeditated ; and this was, and 
pleaſe you, thet the very Moment they per- 
ceiv'd us, we burſt out into a laugh, Mrs, r 
Ferval, Mrs, Haberd and I, at ſome pleaſantry 
or other of mine; which join'd to the pompous te 
Triumph in which Mrs. Ferval ſeem'd to bear t 
us, was certainly enough to pierce them to the 5 
0 


Heart, 

We bow'd to them very complaiſantly ; and 
they return'd it as People whto were aſtoniſh'd, I. 
who did not know what they did, and who I" 
ſunk under the weight of their adverſe For- 
tune. a 

You muſt underſtand that they were both cf I 
them juſt come from Mrs. Haberd's the youngeſt Ill / 
(as we learn'd at our return) where they had 

ot intelligence of my being in Priſon ; for 

rs. d lain, who was preſent at the Report of 
the Jailor, could not help letting her Tongue 
run, and it was in muttering all the while in 
our Favour that ſhe regal'd them with this gocd 
News. ; | 

Imagine to yourſelf the Hopes which they 
conceiv'd againit me, A Man in Priſon ! what 
has he done? [t is not we who put him there ; 
nor is it the Preſident who reſus d io ſerve us; 
therefore it muſt be for ſomething foreign to our 
Affair ; how can I tell but they might go ſo far 
as even to ſuſpect me of ſome Crime? they both 
hated me enough to conceive that charitable 
Opinion of me; and your Devotecs —— 

tre 
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ur- hatred againſt you as a proof of your Worth- 
ver Ml leſsneſs Oh the cruel balk ! to meet us on a 
er, Ml ſudden in ſuch a ſplendid and proſperous Situa- 
nd tion! 
er- But let us leave them to their Conſuſion, and 
rs, arrive at the good Mrs, Haber d's. 
ry J will not go in with you, ſaid Mrs. Ferval 
ws to her, becauſe I have a little Buſineſs ; adieu, 
ar take your meaſures ſo as to marry as ſoon as 
he poſſible, loſe no time; and pray, let Mr. de /a 
Valles come and acquaint me with it when it is 
id over, for I ſhall not be eaſy till then. 
d, We will both of us come to inform you of 
no it, anſwer'd Mrs, Haberd, that is the leaſt we 
r+ can do, Madam, No, no, reply'd ſhe, giving 
me a little look of Intelligence which the ſaw 
I underſtood ; he is ſufficient, Madam, come 
your ſelf at your leiſure, and away the went. 

Oh ! God pardon me, cry'd Mrs. d' Alain, 
as ſoon as ſhe ſet Eyes upon me, I believe 
it is Mr. de la Vallée that you have brought us 
again, my good Friend, You are right, Mrs. 
d lain, you are right, ſaid I, and God will 
pardon your believing it, for it is I, troth! good 
morrow Mrs, Agatha, (her Daughter was there.) 
oh! you are welcome home, Sir, anſwer'd ſhe, 
my Mother and I thought you was loſt, 

How ! loſt, cry'd the. Widow, why if you 
had not come Home this Morning, I ſhould 
have went in the Afternoon and ſet all my 
Friends to work; your Siſter and Mr. Doucin 
are juſt gone from hence, they came to ſee you, 
added ſhe to my Intended; go, go, I gave 


them but cold Comfort ; you may ask what 
Reception 


) 
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Reception they had. The poor young Man is 
in Priſon, ſaid I to them, you know it well 
enough, it is you are the occafion of it, and it 
is. very ill done of you let me tell you that. In 
Priſon ! fince when? oh! ſince when ? Why 
fince your Intrigues, ſince your running all 
about to get him there; and away they march'd, 
I never ſo much as ask'd them to ſit down. 

By this Diſcourſe of Mrs, d"Alain's which! 
have repeated, you may perceive that ſhe was 
ignorant of the real Cauſe of my Impriſonment ; 
and.indeed Mrs. Haberd had taken care to keep 
her in the dark in that Reſpect, and let her be- 
lieve that it was through ſome Plot of her 
Siſter 5. For if Mrs. 4 Alain had been inſtructed 
in the truth; what a good Fortune to her 
would ſuch a Story have been ! the whole 


Quarter would have rung with my Adventure, 


and ſhe would have told it from Door to Door, 
for the meer pleaſure of ſaying how ſorry ſhe 
+ alas and it was ſo much ill Fame well 
fav'd, | * 
But, pray tell me this, pray tell me that ; 
it was the particulars of my Impriſonment 
which ſhe enquir'd into; and I invented her 
ſome as faſt ws, could, concealing the true ones 3 
well, I have got a Parſon who would marry you 
this Moment, ſaid ſhe, if it was not too late, 
but that ſhall be after Midnight, if it is your 
Intention. 

Ves, Madam, anſwer'd Mrs, Haberd, and we 
ſhall be very much oblig'd to you to give him 
notice; I will go to him my ſelf by and by, ſaid 


ſhe, it is Dinner time at preſent; come, 


come, 
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come, eat ſome of my Soup, I ſhall ſup with 
you to Night; and as for Witneſſes to your 
Marriage, I will furniſh you with ſome who 
ſhall not be ſo proud as the others. 

But I am weary my ſelf of all theſe minute 
Circumſtances, let us paſs them by, and ſup- 
poſe the Evening come, that we have ſupp'd 
with our Witneſſes, that it is two Hours after 
Midnight, and that we are ſetting out for 
Church, | 

In ſhort we are there at once, [Maſs is ſaid, 
and we are marty'd in ſpight of this eldeſt 
Siſter and the Director her Adherent, who ſhall 
have no more Coffee, nor no more Sugar- 
Loaves from Mrs, de Ia Valle. 

J have ſeen a great many ſorts of Love in 
my Life, and a great many Modes of ſaying, 
and witneſſing that one loves, but I never ſaw 
any which could —— the Love of my Wife, 

Your worldly Wives, though the moſt lively 
and tender, old or young, none of them love 
in this Taſte; I defy them even to imitate, or 
ſo much as reſemble Mrs, Haberd, whom I 
muſt no longer call ſo; it will ſignify nothing 
that you are poſſeſs'd of the moſt ſenſible Heart 
in the World, join to that a violent Affection, 
you are never the nearer; in ſhort put what you 
pleaſe into the Heart of a Woman, you will 
make of her ſomething very lively and paf-- 
ſionate, but you will not make a Mrs. Haberd; 
and all the Love which ſhe will be capable of 
will not be ſufficient to give you a juſt Idea of 
that of my Wiſe. 


To 
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To love like her, you muſt have been thirty 
Years a Devotee, and for thirty Years have 
wanted the reſolution to be one in earneſt ; ſot 
thirty Years you muſt have reſiſted the tempta- 
tion of thinking of Love, and for thirty Years 
have made a ſcruple of hearing or looking upon 
Men, though at the ſame time you had no a- 
verſion to tbemn. 

Oh! marry after a Life of thirty Years in 
this reſtraint, lie a whole Night by a Man, for 
there is a great deal in that; let him be a Man 
whom you love through Inclination, . which is 
ſtill more, and then. you will be another Mrs, 
Haberd, and 1 will anſwer for it whoever 
marries you will acknowledge I had reaſon 
when I ſaid that her Love was different from 
that of any body elſe, | 
' Give us the Character of this Love, may 
ſome one ſay, but ſoftly, for that is more than 
I can do; all | can tell you, is, that ſhe look d 
upon me no otherwiſe than as if I had been an 
image; and it was her continual habit of pray- 
ing and of turning her Eyes affeRionately whilſt 
ſhe pray'd, which gave her this Air when-ſhe 
look'd at me. | 
When a Wife loves you, it is with Love ſhe 
tells you ſhe does; but it was with Devotion 
that mine told me ſo, though with a Devotion 
incomparably delicious ; you would have thought 
that her Heart had been treating amorouſly 
with me upon ſome Caſe of Conſcience, and 
that it had ſigniſy'd God be thank'd who in- 
ſpir'd me to love you ! and his holy Will be 
done! and all her Tranſports took this 7 ö 
Love 
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Love only loſt à little of its Air and Style, 
but nothing of its Sentiments. Imagine now 
what muſt be its Character. | 
It was ten o'Clock when we got up ; it was 
three when we lay down, and we had need of 


repoſe, _ | 

Mr. de la Vallde, ſaid ſhe, about a Quarter 
of an Hour before we roſe, we have between 
four and five thouſand Livres yearly Rent, 
which is a handſome Maintenance; but thou 
art young, thou muſt apply thy ſelf to ſome 
thing or other, what art moſt inclin'd to? To 
what you pleaſe, Coſin ſaid I ; but I mightily 
like this Revenue, it bears ſuch a charming re- 
port! it is the common Nurſe of all thoſe who 
have nothing; indeed I have no occaſion for 


any Nurſe but you, Colin, you will let me 


want for neither good eating nor good drink- 
ing, but abundance hurts nobody, let us turn 


Financiers, and buy ſome Place which will coft 


little and bring in a great deal, as the Cuſtom is 
in ſuch matters: the Lord of our Mannor en- 
rich'd himſelf by that means, let us enrich our- 
ſelves too. | 

Ves, | ſaid ſhe, but thou art unskil'd, and [ 
am of Opinion that thou ſhould'ſt get Inſtrue- 
tion firſt; I am acquainted with an Advocate 
who I believe would employ thee, art thou 
willing I ſhould ſpeak to him ? 


- Iwilling! cry'd: 1, what! Coſin, have 


we two Wills then? Is not your Will my Will? 
Alas! my darling, reply'd ſhe, I would do 


every thing for thy Good ; but now I think on 


it, my dear Husband, our Troubles have made 
mo 
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me forget one thing; thou wanteſt a Suit of 
Clothes, and ſome Linnen; Ill go out this At. 
ternoon, and buy thee both, 

And 4 propos now you ſpeak of my Dreſs, 
my dear Wiſe, ſaid |; there is alſo another lit. 
tle Trifle which I have always had a fancy for; 
can't your Goodneſs gueſs What it is? In this 
world a little good Appearance hurts no Body. 
Oh! what is it? my Jewel, reply'd the 
Nothing but a Sword and Belt, ſaid I, to be 
Mr. de la Vallte in good earneſt ; there is no- 
thing ſets a Man off ſo much : And, beſides, 
when you have that, all the better ſort of peo- 
ple are your equals, 4 

Well, my Love, ſaid ſhe, thou art in the 
right; we'll buy them this Morning. There 
is a Sword- cutler lives ſomewhere hereabout; 
it is only ſending for him. See, think, is there 
any thing elſe you deſire? No, ſaid I; for on 
this firſt Day of our Marriage the pious ſoul 
liv'd only for her young Spouſe : Had I told her 
that I had a mind to be a King, I believe ſhe 
would have / promiſed to purchaſe a Crown for 

me. | 

Whilſt we were talking in this manner, the 
Clock ſtruck ten; our Coffee waited for us, 
and Mrs. d' Alain, who uſher'd it up, call'd at 
the Door, demanding to enter with her Equi- 

page, which ſhe thought the moſt gallant thing 
in the world, as we were a new- married couple. 
| T would have got up, ſtay, Child, ſtay, ſaid 
Mrs. de la Vallee, wage be too long in dreſſing 
you; ſee, this makes me remember that you 


want a Morning-gown too. Yes, indeed, 
| want 
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want one, my dear, reply'd I; and with that I 
ſhall have every thing. 

Upon which, 'ſhe jump'd out of bed, flipp'd 
on her Gown, and open'd the door to our im- 
patient Landlady, who, as ſoon as ſhe came in, 
Come, ſaid ſhe to her, and let me embrace you 
with your dear languiſhing Eyes: Well, I hope 
your Bed-fellow and you agreed. Ay, ay, you 
ſmile ; that's a ſign: Yes, I never doubted it; 
the merry Blade, I thought there would be 
good living with him ; is it not ſo? 'Turn out, 
turn out, Spark, ſaid ſhe, coming to me, leave 


your Pillow; your Wiſe is not there now, and 


it will be night again preſently. 

I don't know how, ſaid I, I am too man- 
nerly to riſe before you; to morrow, as ſoon as 
you will; for then I ſhall have a Morning- 

own.' Oh! truly, ſaid ſhe, what fiddle fad- 
le is here! If that's your only Want, I'll go 
and fetch you one as. good as new; my poor 
deceas'd Husband never put it upon his Back 
above ten Times; and when you have it on, 
T ſhall think I ſee him alive again. 
Immediately, ſhe ſtepp'd into her own Apart- 


ment, brought the Morning-gown, and throw- 
ing it upon the Bed to me, Here, ſaid ſhe, it's 


a thorough genteel one, keep it ; you ſhall have 
it a Pennyworth. 

Will you have it? ſaid Mrs. de /a Valles. 
With all my Heart, reply'd I; but what's the 


price of it? I don't know how to chaffer. 


Upon which, you ſhall have it for ſo much, 
it's Dog-cheap ; no, that's too dear; it's not 
enough, In ſhort, they agreed, and the Morn- 

ng 
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 Ing-gown was mine, which I paid for with that 
| reſidue of Money which I had brought out of 
Priſon with me. 


We drank our Coffee; Mrs. de la Valles 
ſupply'd my wants, as well of a ſuit of Clothes, 
as of Linnen, with our Landlady, and deſit'd 
her company in the Afternoon to ſſiſt her in 
her Marketings; but as to the Suit, Chance 


order'd it otherwiſe. 


A Taylor, to whom Mrs. d' Alain let ſome 
Rooms upon the ground Floor, came about a 
quarter of an hour afterwards, to bring her the 
remainder of the rent he ow'd her. Oh! tru- 
ly, Mr. Simon, you are come juſt in the Nick, 


ſaid ſhe, pointing to me; ſee, here's a Cuſtomer 
for you: We are going preſently to buy Cloth 


for a ſuit of Clothes for this Gentleman. 
Mr. Simon made his bow to me, and, ſur- 


veying me, Why, ſaid he, I can ſave you the 


trouble of buying the Stuff: I have a ſpick and 


| ſpan new ſuit by me, which I finiſh'd but yeſ- 
terday; the owner left it in my hands becauſe 


he could not repay me the money I had ad vanc'd 


for him: And yeſterday Morning, and pleaſe 


you, he turn'd his back upon his Lodging, 
without bidding farewel to any body. TI believe 


it will juſt fit the Gentleman; it's an opportu- 


nity. of furniſhing himſelf at once, and much 


cheaper than he could at the Mercer's. There's 
Coat, Waſtecoat, and Breeches, of a fine firm 


Cloth, the Trimming ſuitsble, lin'd through 


with red Silk: There's nothing wanting. 


That red filk flatter'd me; a filk living, 


what pleaſure and magnificence for a Peaſant ! 
| What 
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What ſay you, my Liſe? ſaid | to Mrs, de Ia 
Valle. On! ſaid the, let us firſt fee if it fits, 


my dear, that's all in all. It will fit as cloſe 


as. Waxgireply'd the Taylor, who run to fetch 


it; he brought it, 1 try'd it, it fitted me better 
than my own, and my hezrt beat under the 


filk Lining; we now proceeded to the Price. 
This 4 77 was longer in concluding than 


that of the 


orning-gown; not on my Wiſe's 


part, for, ſaid Mrs. d Alain to her, pray don't 


ou trouble yourſelf, this is my Affair: Come, 
Mr. Simon, perhaps you may keep this Frip- 


pery a year round before you can light of a 


Chapman to hit you ſo again; for there muſt 
be a Shape, and here's one for you; It's juſt as 
if God had ſent it you; perhaps there's never 
another in Paris. Lower your Top- ſail; don't 


over-ſtand your Market. And thus, from of- 


ſers to offers, our officious Haggler concluded 
the Agreement, | 

When the Habit was bought, an amorous 
impatience ſeiz'd my Wiſe, to ſee me tho- 
roughly equipp'd. Child, ſaid ſhe, let us ſend 
directly and buy you a Sword, a pair of Stock- 
ings, a Hat, (and I'll have your Hat lac'd) a 
Shirt ready made, and all Accoutrements; 
ſha'n't we? 

Juſt as you pleaſe, anſwer'd I, with a gaiety 
which went to my very ſoul; and no ſooner 


ſaid than done. All the Tradeſmen were call'd; 
Mrs. d' Alain was always buſy, always hag- 
gling; and before Dinner I had the pleaſure to 


ſee Jacob metamorphos'd into a Gentleman, 
with his filk Lining, * filver-edg'd Hat, * 
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the Adornment of a Head of Hair which hung 
down to my Girdle, and on which the Barber 
had exhauſted all his Skill, 


I have already told you that I was a hand- 


ſome Lad, but hitherto a perſon muſt have 
| look'd attentively at me to have found it out; 


for what's a handſome Lad in an ordinary 


Preſs? Why, he's bury'd alive ; ſuch Dupes 


are our Eyes in that reſpect: Or if one's 8 


ſerv'd to be handſome, what merit is there in 
that? They'll cry, ay, ay, the Man is well 


enough ; there is but here and there a Woman 
leſs vain and coquetiſh than the reſt, who has a 
more ſolid Taſte than this, and who won't be 
deceiv d. A few ſuch I have met with, as you 
have already ſeen ; but troth, under my new 
Garb, there needed nothing but eyes to ſee I 
was amiable, and the bare ſhowing myſelf was 
enough ; I was a perſonable Man, well made, 
had natural attractions, and all at the firſt 
Glance. 

-See what an Air he has! The dear Child, 
ſaid Mrs. de la Vallée, when I walk'd out of the 
Cloſet where I had retir'd to dreſs myſelf: 
How! cry'd Mrs. & Alain; why, he's perfectly 
charming: And it was not in a talkative Strain 
that ſhe ſpoke this. It ſeem'd to come from a 
Woman who thought ſo, and who, for ſome 
Moments, even forgot her Babble. By the 
atoniſh'd manner in which ſhe gaz'd at me, 1 
imagin'd that ſhe coveted my Wife's Husband, 
I had pleas'd her at leſs charge before now. 

What a delicate Shape he has! ſaid ſhe; 
whenever I marry, I'll take a Man who has 
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exact ſuch a one. Yes, Mother, ſaid Sasha, 
coming in ; but that's not all, he muſt have a 
Mien too. | 

We din'd; Mrs. d' Alain was full of her Ca- 
joleries, during the whole Repaſt ; Agatha only 


talk'd to me by her eyes, but ſaid a great deal 


more than her Mother ; and my Wife neither 
ſaw, nor thought of any Body but me: And I, 
in my Turn, ſeem'd to fix all my Attention 
upon her, | 

Our witneſſes, whom Mrs. Haberd had in- 
vited to Supper at our parting from them at 
Three o'Clock in the Morning, came about 
Five in the Evening. 

Mr. de la Valle, ſaid the Couſin, I think it 
will be very proper for you to ſtep to Mrs, Fer- 
val's ; we ſhall not ſup till Eight, and you will 
have Time enough to go there : Make her a 
great many Compliments for me, and tell her 
that to morrow we will do ourſelves the honour 
of waiting upon her together. 

Oh ! right; that's well thought of, ſaid I, 
ſhe gave us a particular Charge to come and in- 
form her, and it is but good manners. Adieu, 
Ladies; adieu, Gentlemen: You'll excuſe me 
for a little while. 

My Wife thought ſhe had made me recol- 
let this Mrs. Ferval, but I ſhould have put 
her in mind of her, had ſhe forgot ; for I died 
with Impatience to have her ſee me as I was. 
Oh! how I go to pleaſe her, faid I, to myſelf; 
it will be quite another thing than it has been. 
We ſhall ſee, in the Sequel, how it was. 


The End of the Third Part, 
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WEN T then to Mrs. Fervals, where I 
met with no body in the Court before the 
Houle, but a Valet, who conducted me to 
her Apartment, by a little Stair-caſe, which I 
had not ſeen before. 

One of her Waiting-maids, who came di- 
rectly to us, told me, ſhe would acquaint her 
Miftreſs. She returned a moment after, and 
ſhowed me to that Lady's Chamber, where I 
found- her reading, reclined upon a Sofa, with 
her Head leaning upon her Hand, and in a 
Diſhabille, which was genteel, but negligent” 
enough, ** 

Imagine to yourſelf a Petticoat too ſhort to 
reach entirely to the Feet, and which indulg'd 
3 L 3 a little 


1 E 222 


a little view of one of the fineſt Legs in the 
World; (and that's a great beauty a fine Leg 
in a Woman. ) 

The Slipper was fallen off from one of her 
pretty Feet, the bareneſs of which had a par- 
ticular grace in it. 

I loſt none of the charms of this moving 
Poſture; it was the firſt time of my life 
wherein I was ſenſible of the value of a Wo- 
man's leg and foot ; till then I had only 
ſeen the faces and ſhapes of Women, but in 
that inſtant I found they were Women = 
over. It's true I was but a Peaſant ftill ; 
what ſignifies four or five Months —＋ 
at Paris? but there needs neither refine- 
ment nor knowledge of the World to appre- 
hend ſome things at once; and eſpecially 
when they preſent themſelves in their true point 
of light, there's nothing but Senſe requir'd, 
and that I had. 

Therefore this fine leg and this lovely lit- 
tle foot 'without it's flipper gave me a great 
deal of pleaſure in beholding them. _ 

J have feen many fights of this Nature ſince, 


and they always pleas'd me, but never ſo 


much as then; for as I've already told you it 


was the firſt time I was ſenſible of them, 


which is ſaying all, there is no pleaſure but 


loſes ſomething by being known, 


I made two or three bows to Mrs. Ferval 
as I came in, of which, I believe, ſhe took no 
notice whether they were well or ill made; 
it was not acquired Graces ſhe wanted, all her 


Attention Was fixed u * my natural ones, 


Which 


the 
Leg 
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which were much more apparent to be ob- 
ſerved as I was better dreſt. 
By the air with which ſhe gaz'd at me, I 
imagin'd that ſhe did- not expect to ſee me 
either ſo well made, or of ſo good a Mien, 

How ! cry'd ſhe in a ſurprize and raiſing 
her ſelf a little from her Sofa ; what is it you 
la Valles why, I hardly knew you again; 
truly a handſome figure, a very handſome - 
one; come here, Child, come here, reach a 
Chair, and fit down ; but that ſhape how ad- 
mirable ! that head and hair, how becoming 
*troth! he's too handſome for a Man, what 
a. well- turned Leg too! you muſt learn to 
dance, la Vallbe, be ſure don't fail ; fit down, no- 
thing can look genteeler] added ſhe taking me 
by the hand to oblige me to ſit down. 

Whilſt I heſitated thro” reſpect, fit dow 
then repeated ſhe with the accent of-a Perſon 
who ſaid, forget who I am, and let's be ſociable. 

Well, you great Boy, ſaid ſhe, I was mu- 
ſing on you, for I love you, you know I 
do; and this ſhe accompany'd with a look 
which ſufficiently explain'd her manner of 
loving me; yes, I love you, and I'Il have you 
attach your ſelf to me too; do you hear? 

Alas ! dear Madam, anſwer'd I, with a tranſ- 
ort of Vanity and Acknowledgment ; I ſhall 
fave you too much perhaps, if you don't take Care. 

And I had hardly pronounc'd theſe Words, 
when I ſeiz'd her Hand which ſhe abandon'd 
to me, and which I kiſs'd with all my Soul. 

She remain'd filent for a Moment or two, 
and contented her ſelf with ſeeing my rap- 
0 L. 4 ture; 
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ture; T only heard her breath in a very feel- 
ing Manner, and as a Perſon who ſighs a 
little ; ſpeak then ; do you loye me too much, 
fail the, whilſt I was fix d in tranſport upon 
that hand; why are you afraid of loving me 
too much, explain thy ſelf, la Vallee ; what is 
it you would ſay * 1 

it is, reply'd I, that you are fo amiable, 


and fo handſome, and I, who ſee this, and 


am ſenſible of it, am afraid of loving you 
otherwiſe than J ought. 


Very well, faid ſhe, you talk of love then, 


la Vallte ; and I talk of nothing but what's 


true, reply d I, its impoſſible 1 ſhould help 


it. 
Speak ſofty, ſaid ſhe ; my Chamber-maid is 


there perhaps, (pointing to the anti- chamber: ) 


Ah my dear Child ! what have you been tel- 


ling me? you love me then: ſhall I who 
am ſuch an inferior fellow, anſwer yes, reply'd 
I? Juft as you will, return'd ſhe with'a little 


Sigh : but thou art very young, I am afraid 


in my turn to <onfide in thee ; draw nearer, 
that we may have a better opportunity of con- 


verſing, added ſhe. I forgot to tell you that 
in the courſe of this Dialogue ſhe had reaſ- 
ſum'd the poſture in which 951 firſt ſound her; 
this flipper was always off, and the Legs 
were all the while expos'd, fometimes more,. 
fometimes leſs, according to the different po- 
ſtures ſhe affected upon the Sofa. | 
None of the glances which I caſt that way 
eſcap'd her Notice; what a delicate little 
Foot, you have, Madam! cry'd I, advancing 
my 
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my Chair cloſer, for I inſenſibly fell into the 
familiar: let my foot alone, ſaid ſhe, and put 
on my lipper, you and I muſt diſcourſe a 
little upon what. you have been ſaying, and 
conſider what we muſt do with this Love 
which you have for me. 

Is it becauſe my Paſſion is ſo unfortunate 
as to offend you ? ſaid I; ah! no, 1a Vallée, 
it does not offend me, anſwer'd ſne; on 
the conttary it touches me, you have only 
pleas'd me too much, thou art as handſome 


5 . 


2s the God of Love, 


Alas! faid I, what is my handfomeneſs in 
compariſon of your's? a little finger of you 
is of more worth than my whole Body; in 
ou every thing is an object of admiration; 
chold that arm ! that enchanting ſhape. Thoſe 
eyes of which I never ſaw the fellows ! and 
inſtanly mine greedily run her over from Head 
to Foot; did not you take Notice, added I, 
how I gaz'd at you the firſt time I ſaw you? 
thought you altogether charming, more ſnowy 
than the down of a Swan, Oh Madam! if you 


knew with what pleaſure I come hither, 


how I continually imagined that I ſtill held 
the dear Hand which I kiſſed Yother day, 
when you gave me the Letter ---- ah! hold 


thy Tongue, ſaid ſhe, clapping the ſame Hand 


upon my Mouth to impoſe me filence; hold 
thy Tongue, la Vallte, I can't hear thee with 
cold blood; after which, ſhe threw herſelf a- 
gain upon her Sofa with ſuch an Air of emo- 
tion as gave me one my ſelf. 
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I look'd at her, ſhe look'd at me, ſhe bluſh'd, 
my Heart went pit- a- pat, I believe her's kept the 
ſame pace, and both our Heads were beginning 
to turn round, when harkee, Ia Valles, ſaid ſhe, 
you ſee very well that we are liable to Intruders 
every Moment, and therefore ſince you love me, 
ou muſt come no more here, for you are not 
ſufficiently diſcreet ; a Sigh interrupted her go- 
ing on. 
Thou art marry'd, rejoin'd ſhe directly after, 
Yes, I was this Morning, faid I. This Morning 
anſwer d ſhe, well, give me ſome Account of 
thy Love; haſt thou a great deal? How doſt like 
thy Wife? Doſt thou like me as well as her? 
Oh! how I ſhould doat upon thee in her Place, 
And oh! how happy I ſhould think my ſelf by 
the Change, reply'd I. Do you ſpeak true? 
faid ſhe. But let us talk no more of it, Ia Vallée, 
we are too near one another, fit a little farther 
off, I am in perpetual fear of a Surprize. I had 
ſomething to ſay to thee, and this Marriage of 
thine has made me forget it; we ſhould have 


been more at eaſe in my Cloſet, I am generally 


there, but did not imagine your coming this 


Evening. However, now I think on't, I have 
a great Fancy to take you there on purpoſe to 
ive you thoſe Papers which I ſpoke of t'other 
ys are you willing to go with me? 
he immediately got up, I willing ! cry'd I, 
when pauſing a Moment, No, ſaid ſhe, we 
muſt not go; if this Chambermaid ſhould come 
and not Eng us here, who knows what ſhe 
might think ? We muſt cen ſtay, f 
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But I would fain have theſe Papers, reply'd I; 
it is impoſſible, ſaid ſhe, there's no ſuch thing: 
as your having them to Day; and immediately 
ſhe plac'd herſelf again upon her Sofa, but no- 
longer in her former Poſture ; and thoſe delicate- 
little Feet, ſaid I, if you fit in this manner, 
I ſhall ſee them no more. - | 
She ſmil'd at this Diſcourſe, and ſtroaking 
me tenderly over the Face, let's talk of ſome- 
thing elſe,  anſwer'd ſhe. You tell me you love 
me, and I forgive you; but ſuppoſe, Child, I 
ſhould alſo fall in love with thee, in which there 
is no Improbability, for how can one defend - 
one's Heart againſt ſuch an amiable young Spark - 
as. thou art! tell me, would'ſt thou keep the 
Secret, la Valle? 

Ah] my dear Lady, ſaid 1, to whom fhould 
I diſcloſe our Affairs? I muſt be a fine Raſcal 
indeed, don't I know the Indecency of ſuch a a 
a Behaviour, and eſpecially to a great Lady 
like you, who is a Widow, and who does me 
a hundred Times more honour: than I deſerve, - 
by. returning my Affection? Beſides, don't T 
know that you are in a State of Devotion which 
won't permit ſuch a Thing's being blaz d in the 
World? No; anſwer'd ſhe, with alittle Bluſh, . . 


thou art deceiv'd, I don't live ſo devout as re- 


tir'd. 
Oh troth! reply'd I, devout or not devout,. 
I love you as well one way as another; can that 
hinder me from offering you my Heart, or you 
from receiving what 1 offer you? One is what 
one is, and the World has no Bufineſs with it: 
After all, what is it which we do in 1 


A little- good, a little harm; ſometimes one, 


ſometimes the other; we do as we may, we 
are neither Saints nor Sainteſſes, it is not for 


nothing that we run fo often to Conſeſſion, they 
are only the dead who never ho there, but a- 
mongſt the living find me one if you can. 


What thou ſay'ſt is too true, we have all our 
ſoibles, anſwer d ſhe, Oh ! there is nothing. 


more certain, ſaid 1; and therefore, my dear 


Lady, if by chance you ſhould have a ſmall 


Kindneſs for the meaneſt of your humble Ser- 


vants,. there would be no ſuch great Wonder in- 
it; I am marry'd indeed, but tho''T was not I 
ſhould love you neither more nor leſs, without: 
reckoning that I was a Batchelor when you firſt 


ſaw me, and if J have taken a Wie ſince, it 


was not thro* your Fault, it was not you who 
oblig'd me to it; but it would be much worſe 
if we were both marry'd, whereas you are not; 
which is ſtill an Abatement in our -Misfortune ;. 


L take you as I find you, or rather I ought to 
let you alone, but I can't have Courage enough 


for: that, ſince my touching thoſe enchanting. 
Hands, which I held between mine, and ſinee 


the little Softneſſes which you ſaid to me. 
I ſhould ſay ſtill more to you, if I did not put 


4 Reſtraint upon my ſelf, anſwer'd ſhe, for thou 


haſt charm'd me, 14 Vallee, and thou art the 


moſt dangerous little Spark that I know ; but to 


return to what we were upon, 
I have already told thee that we muſt be diſ- 


the neceſſity of it; the manner in which 1 live, 
A — People have of my Conduct, thy 


own: 


creet, and I am glad to find thou art ſenſible of 


S 
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own Gratitude both for the Services J have done, 
and deſign thee, all require it, my dear Child; 
if the leaft Word eſcapes thee, I am ruin'd, be 
ſure remember that, and never forget it I be- 
ſeech thee ; at preſent let's conſider of ſome Me- 
thod to ſee one another now and then; if thou 
continueſt to come here, it may occaſion Re- 
flections; for under what Pretence canſt thou 
come ? I hold ſome rank in the World, and 
thou art not in a Situation to pay me frequent 
Viſits, they would not fail ſuſpecting T had a 
liking for thee; thy Youth and good Mein 
would eaſily perſuade them to think fo, and 
that is what we muſt avoid. You ſhall hear my 

Contrivance. | | 
In ſuch a Suburb (I have forgot which it was) 
lives an ancient Woman whoſe Husband had 
ſome Obligations to me, and died about fix or 
ſeven Months ago; ſhe lives in ſuch a Place, 
= is call'd Mrs. Remy: here, write down her 
ame and place of Abode directly, ſee there is 
Pen, Ink, and Paper upon the Table. 
' Accordingly I wrote down the Name, and 
when T had ſo done, ſhe is a Woman implicitly. 
at my Devotion, added Mrs. Ferval, continuing 
her Diſcourſe ; I will ſend to her early to mor- 
row Morning, to inform her that I want to 
ſpeak with her. Our Meetings ſhall be at her 
Houſe, it's in a very remote Part, and where I 
am entirely unknown. She lives by herſelf, and 
her little Habitation is very commodious; there 
is alſo a pretty Garden that one may go through, 
the back Door of it opens into a bye unfrequent- 
ed Street, and in that Street Pl! alight from my 
Nik Coach, 
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Coach, I'll always go in at that Door, and you 
ſhall go in at the fore one ; as to what my Ser- 
vants may think, I am in no Pain about it; 
for. they are us'd to wait on me to all ſorts of 
Places, according to the different Charities which 
we have to exerciſe, two or three Ladies of my 
Acquaintance and my ſelf ; and I as often go 
alone as in Company, either to viſit. the Sick or 
to relieve poor Families ; my Servants know it, 
and will readily believe it's for ſome ſuch Pur- 
poſe, when I go to Mrs. Remy's. Can. you 
meet me there to Morrow about five in the E- 
vening, la Valles? I ſhall have ſeen Mrs. Remy 
by then, and ſhall have taken all my Meaſures, 

Oh! Madam, faid I, you may depend upon 
my being punctual to the Appointment; I am 
only ſorry it is not for this Moment: but tell 
me, my dear Lady, we ſhall have no Cham- 
bermaid then to over-hear us, and to hinder my 
having the Papers. | 

No, no, reply'd ſhe laughing, and we may 
talk as loud as we pleaſe too; but I recollect one 
thing, it's a long way from your Lodging to 
this Suburb, you'll have occaſion for a Hackney- 
Coach every time to carry you, and that's an 
Expence which will be inconvenient to you. 
| Oh! as for that Expence, ſaid I, my Legs 
will defray it very well, don't you trouble your 
ſelf about it: No, Child, ſaid ſhe, riſing it is 
too far, and would fatigue you too much, and 
as ſhe was ſpeaking, ſhe open'd a little Cheſt, 
out of which ſhe drew a Purſe which was ordi- 
nary enough, but very well fill'd. 


Here 


4 


| ſhutting the Cheſt; we only go to this Place, 
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Here, Child, added ſhe, here is wherewithall 
to pay your Coach-hire ; when this is gone, I'll 
give you more. | 

Oh! my dear Miftreſs, cry'd I, puff'd up 
with Self- love, and quite dazzel'd at my own 
Merit, oh! pray forbear, this Purſe makes me 
abſolutely aſham'd, 

And what is pleaſant, I ſaid no more than the 
Truth; yes, in ſpight of my Vanity, there was 
a little Confuſion mix'd with the high eſteem 
which I had for my ſelf, I was charm'd at 
having the Purſe offer'd me, but I bluſh'd to ac- 
cept it; the one flatter'd me, but the other I 
thought look'd mean. 

However at laſt notwithſtanding my unwil- 
lingneſs, I yielded to her Sollicitations, and after 
1 or three times repeated; but Ma- 
dam, but my dear Miſtreſs, I coſt you too much, 
there is no occaſion to buy my Heart, it's already 
paid for, I have given it you for nothing; to 
what Purpoſe this Money? At laft I ſay I took 


It, 
But you muſt obſerve, my dear Child, ſaid ſhe, 


u hich I appoint to avoid Cenſure ; you may ſee 
me there with more liberty, but it muſt be with 
as much Decorum as ever, do you hear Ia Vallte ? 
I hope you won't make an ill uſe of what I do 
for you: I don't underſtand Fineſſe, 

Alas! ſaid I, nor I neither; I only go for 
the meer pleaſure of being with you, and to 
love your Perſon at my eaſe, that's all: For as 
to any thing elſe, I aſſure you that I have no 
deſign to diſguſt you in the leaſt Article in the 

World, 


World, my Intention is to pleaſe you; I love 
you here, 1 ſhall» love you there, and I ſhall 
love you every where, Well, there's no harm 
in that, ſaid the, and T don't forbid thy loving 
me, la Valles, but I would willingly have no- 
thing to reproach my ſelf with; that's what I 
mean. ; Nie 

But whilſt I remember, added -ſhe, I have 
another thing to tell thee of, and that's a Letter 


which I have wrote for thee to Mrs. 'Fetour, you 
mall carry it your ſelf, Her 'Brother-in-Law, 


Mr. Frcour is a Man of great intereft in the 
Finances, and reſuſes nothing to his Siſter's Re- 


commendation; I have defir'd her either to pre- 


ſent thee to him, or to write to him in thy Fa- 


vour, that he may place the at Paris, and put 
thee in the Road to Preferment ; it's the ſureſt 


way I can deviſe to make thy Fortune. 
- Immediately ſhe took the Letter, which was 


lying upon the Table, and gave it to me; but 
I had ſcarce received it, when a Footman brought 


Word of a Viſiter, and it prov'd Mrs. Fecaur 


herſelf, -— 


- DireMy I faw a pretty fat Woman enter the 
Rcomz' of à moderate Stature, but with one of 


the moſt furious Boſoms I had ever beheld ; ſhe 
feem'd otherwiſe a Woman without Ceremony, 


and at firſt Sight a lover of - Pleaſure ; but I'll 


give you her Picture fince I am got upon the 


Subject. | | 
' Mrs. Fecour was about three or four Years 


younger than Mrs. Ferval, I believe ſhe had 


been handſome in her Youth; but what was 
now moſt obſervable in her Countenance, was 
A- 


SL. 
a frank Cordial Air, which made it very agree- 
able to look at. 

She had nothing of that H eavineſs in her Car- 
riage which is common to your over fat People, 
neither her good Plight nor her Boſom were In- 
cumbrances. to her, and ſhe behaved with as 
much Sprightlineſs under her Maſs of Fleſh, as 
if ſhe had been ever fo lean ; to which you 
may add a hale robuſt Look, and a certain 
amiable Freſhneſs of Complexion, ſuch a 
Freſhneſs | mean as proceeds from a good Con- 
ſtitution, and ſhows it's Profeſſor an Enemy to 
inaQivity. | | . 

There are few Women but what either have 
their favourite Affectations, or endeavour to per- 
ſuade you that they have not, which is another 
Species of Coquetry ; but in this Reſpect Mrs. 
Fecour had nothing of the Woman in her; it was 
even one of her peculiar Qualities not ſo much 
as to know what Affectation meant. 
She had a fine Hand, but ſhe did not know 
it; had it been an ugly one ſhe would have 
been equally ignorant of the Matter; for tho 
the was very ſuſceptible of Love, yet ſhe had 
no Thoughts of inſpiring it; but was always the 
Perſon pleas'd, without any deſign of pleaſing. 
The Glances of other Women artfully ſay, 

ove me, that I may triumph in the Conqueſt ;.\ 
but _ her's were pure Nature, and ſaid without 
any Art at all, I love you, are you willing I 
ſhould? Nor did they ask that Queſtion out of 
Vanity, but for the mere Satisfaction of Know- 


ng your Mind, 


From 
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From what l've been ſaying, the reſult is 
this, that ſhe was rather indecent, than coquet- 
tiſh in her Behaviour. | 
For Example, if ſhe lik'd you, this Boſom 


which I ſpoke of, was diſplay'd to you a thou- 


ſand different ways, not ſo much with an In- 
tention to tempt your Heart, as ſo let you know 
that you had touch'd her's; it was her manner 
of declaring Love. | 
Mrs, Fecour, as a Companion, was rather mer- 
ry than witty, was more free than bold, and 
more inclin'd to Libertiniſm than Tenderneſs ! 
ſhe lov'd all the World, and had a Friendſhip 
for nobody : carry'd her ſelf with the fame Air 
to all, to the Rich as to the Poor, . to the Lord 
as to the Cit, neither eſteeming the Quality of 
the one nor deſpiſing the moderate Eſtate of the 
other, Her Attendants were not her Servants, 
they were Men and Women who liv'd with 
her; they ſerved her and ſhe was ſerved ; that 
was all ſhe troubled her ſelf about. 45 
What fhall J do, Sir, ſhe'd ask you? and if 


Bourguignon came in, Bourguignon, how ſhall I 


act in this Affair? FN was her Counſellor 
if he was there ; and you was the ſame, if you 
happen'd to be with her; ſhe call'd him 7aſmin, 
and Neu Sir, that was all the Difference ſhe was 
ſenſible of, for ſhe had neither pride nor good 
manners. 4 1 ** | 

But one more ſtroke at her Character, 
which ſhall be a finiſhing as well as a very ſin - 
gular one, 

Did you ſay to her, I am uneaſy or Tam over- 
py'd, I have ſuch or ſuch hopes, or I * 


| her exactly in the ſame ſtead as Sentiments, 
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ſuch or ſuch perplexities ; ſhe would only enter 
into your Situation becauſe of the Word, and not 
becauſe of the Thing; would only weep. with 
you, becaufe you wept, and not becauſe you 
had Occaſion to weep; ſhe would laugh with 
you upon the ſame Account, would intrigue 
for you without cencerning her ſelf in your Af- 
fairs, or even ſo much as reflecting that ſhe had 
no intereſt in them, and all becauſe you defir'd 
her to intrigue for you; in ſhort, it was no- 
thing but your Words and the Tone with which 
you pronounced them, that affected her; had you 
told her, Madam, your Friend or your Rela- 
tion is dead, and had ſpoke it with an Air of 
indifference, ſhe would have anſwer'd in the 
ſame manner, is it poſſible? to which had you 
anſwer'd with an afflicted accent, Alas! its too 
true, ſhe would have reply'd with an Air of Al- 
fliction, Oh! how ſorry I am! 

In a Word, ſhe was a Woman who had 
meerly Senſe without Sentiments, and yet ſhe 
paſſed for one of the beft Women in the World; 
for her Senſe upon a hundred Occaſions ſtood 


and did her as much Honour. 

As particular as this Character may appear, yet 
it's more general than can eaſily be imagin'd, it's 
the Portrait of an infinite Number of People, 
who are commonly call'd the genteel part of the 


World; I mean thoſe genteel Folks, who only 


live for the Sake of Pleaſure and Diverſion, who- 
hate nothing but what you give them an Aver- 
fion for, are juſt as you'd have them be, and 
never entertain any Opinion but what they re- 
ceive at ſecond Hand, | As 


| 1 

As to the reſt, it was not at once that I 
diſcover'd Mrs, Fecour as I have deſcrib'd her, 
our Acquaintance was but ſmall at that time ; 
but when I met with her ſome Years. after, I 
faw her often enough to know her thoroughly: 
Som. - -; eee ths | 
Oh! my God, Madam, cry'd ſhe to Mrs. 
Ferval, how glad I am to find you at home? 
I was afraid you was abroad; for it's a long time 
fince we ſaw one another; well, how do you 


do ? L 46 
And immediately, as Icut the Figure of a Gen- 
tleman there, ſhe drop'd me a Courteſy, gazing 
at me very attentively all the while, 

After the firſt Compliments were over, Mrs. 
Ferval paid her one upon her looking ſo hearty, 


Yes, anſwer'd ſhe, 1 am mighty well, thank 


God ! I enjoy an extraordinary ſhare of Health ; 


I wiſh my Siſter in-law was as bappy, | muſt 
to ſee her preſently ! poor Woman! ſhe 
ent me Word the day 2. * 
„ ene nc nts 
I never heard a Word of it, ſaid Mrs. Fer- 
val; but perhaps aceording to Cuſtom it's rather 
2 Indiſpoſition than an Illneſs; ſhe's extreamly 
delicate. | 


* we 


„Ohl without doubt, reply'd the fat Goffp, 
I am of your Opinion, it's nothing but the 


VR. tot foto docs | 
I was pretty much embaraſſed during this 

Converſation, - tho? leſs perhaps than another 

would have been in my Place, for I began to 


poliſh a little, and was only out of Countenance 


thro' the Fear of being in u 


eſterday that ſhe 
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As it happen'd, I had inadvertently brought 
away Mrs. de la Vallées Snuff-Box ; I felt it 
in my Pocket, and to employ 'my ſelf, pull'd it 
out, and open'd it in order to take a Pinch of 
Snuff, | 

1 had hardly open'd it, when Mrs. Fecour, 
who often looked at me, as one looks at a Per- 
ſon one loves to ſee ; when Mrs. Fecour, I ſay, 
cry'd ; oh! Sir, you have got ſome Snuff, pray 
give me a Pinch, I forgot my Snuff-Box, and 
have not known what to do this Hour for want 
of it. | 

Immediately I roſe and preſented her; 1 
bow'd as I offer'd it, and as in that Poſture my 
Face approach'd her's, ſhe took the Oopportu- 
nity to examine meat her eaſe ; and whilſt ſhe- 
was taking her Snuff ſtared at me without Ce- 
remony, and fix'd her, Eyes ſo ſteadily as to 
put me a little to the Bluſh, 

You are very young to accuſtom your ſelf to 
Snuff, ſaid ſhe; one time or other you'll repent 
it, Sir, there's nothing ſo prejudical ; I tell all 
the World fo, and eſpecially young Gentlemen 
of your Age when J ſee them take it; to be ſure. 
the Gentleman cannot be twenty yet. 

I ſhall be very ſoon, Madam, ſaid I, 

ping back to my Chair. Oh! the charming 
Age, cry'd. ſhe. True, Madam, ſaid Mrs. 
Ferval, but he muſt not loſe his time, for he 
has no Fortune; it is but five or ſix Months ſince 
he came from Provence, and we would fain pro- 
cure him ſome employ if we can. | 

Oh! by all Means, reply'd ſhe, it's the beſt. 
way imaginable; the Gentleman will Peppa, 
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all thoſe who ſee him in his Favour; I pro- 
pheſy him a happy Match, Alas! Madam, 
ſaid Mrs. Ferval, he is already marry'd to one 
Mrs. Haberd, a Gentlewoman of his own Coun- 
try, who has between four and five thouſand 
Livres a Tear. | 
Aha! Mrs. Haberd, reply'd the other, I 
| heard talk of that Affair in the very laſt Com- 
Pg twat in, bl 
hat ſhe ſaid put us to the Bluſh, Mrs. Fer- 
val and I; why ſhe bluſh'd is what I cannot 
tell you, unleſs it was that Mrs. Fecour had un- 
doubtedly heard that J was an inferiour Fellow, 
_ notwithſtanding which ſhe had ſurpriz'd her in 
a regular Converſation with me ; beſides, ſhe 
lov'd this inferior Fellow ; ſhe was a Devotee, 
or at leaſt paſſed for ſuch ; and all together was 
enough to embaraſs her Conſcience a little. 
For my part, it was very natural for me to 
be out of Countenance; the Story which Mrs. 
Fecour had learn'd of me, was that of a poor 
Peaſant, in plain terms a Footman, a little 
Droll who was pick'd up upon the New Bridge ; 
and it was out of this Droll's Snuff- Box forſooth 
that ſhe had been very politely taking Snuff; it 
was of him ſhe had ſaid, to be ſure the Gentle- 
man cannot be twenty; was not this a fine 
Farce for her to play a Part in? Had not ſhe 
ſufficient Reaſon to laugh at her having been 
ſuch a Dupe to my Maſquerade ? 
But my Apprehenſions were groundleſs, we 
had to do with a Woman who paſſed over every 
thing, who only regarded the preſent, and never 
troubled her Head with the paſt, I was — 
teely 


1 fy my «A, me op moo oe ow 


>” = 


ALT: 


5, 

teely dreſſed, and ſhe found me with Mrs, Fer- 
val, which was enough for her, without reckon- 
ing my handſome Figure, for which ſee ſeem'd 
to have a fingular Eſteem ; fo that continuing 
her Diſcourſe as unconcerned as ſhe had begun: 
O! this is the Gentleman then, ſaid ſhe, who 
marry'd Mrs. Haberd; ſhe was a great Devotee 
Iam. informed, it's ſomething pleaſant ; but it 
cannot be above two or three Days, Sir, fince 
you marry'd, for the news has but juſt took 
Air. 

No, Madam, anſwer'd I, a little recovered 
from my Confuſion, ſince I ſaw it was all one 
to her, we were marry'd yeſterday. 

80 much the better, reply'd ſhe, I am 
mighty glad of it; the Woman is a little in 
Years, I am told, but ſhe has loſt nothing by 
ſtaying; truly, added ſhe, turning to Mrs, 
Ferval, I was inform'd he was a handſome 
Youth, and they did him no more than Juſtice ; 
if I knew the Lady, I'd wiſh her Joy; ſhe 


has made a very good choice ; pray, may I ask - 


what her Name is at preſent ? 


Mrs. de Ia Valles, reply Mrs. Ferval for 


me; and her Husband's Father is a very ſub- 
ſtantial Man, he is a great Farmer, who having 
ſeveral Children, ſent this to Paris, to endeavour 
to get into ſome employ or other: In a word, 
they are very ſubftantial People. 


Oh! undoubtedly, anſwer'd Mrs, Fecour : 


how do you ſay? People who live in the 
Country, Farmers! oh ! I know what you 
mean: Yes, yes, they are very ſubſtantial 
People, very valuable to be ſure, there is no- 
thing to be ſaid againſt that. It 


| 
| 
| 
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It was I who brought the Match- to. bear, 
faid Mrs, Ferval ; ay, ay, was it you? reply'd 
the other ; indeed the good Devotee is highly 
oblig'd to you; I have a mighty Opinion of 
the Gentleman only from his looks ; another 
Pinch of your Snuff, Mr. de la Yallte ; why, 
you have marry'd very young, my dear Child, 
you could not have fail'd matching your ſelf 
advantageouſly ſome time or other, ſhap'd as 
you are; but you will be more at your eaſe at 
Paris, and at leſs Charge with your Family, 

Lou have Friends, Madam, added ſhe, addreſ- 
ſing herſelf to Mrs. Ferval, he is amiable, you 
muſt puſh him. | 

We are exceeding deſirous of it, reply'd the 
other, and T muſt take the Liberty of telling 
you that the Moment you came in, I had juſt 

iven him a Letter of Recommendation to 
yourſelf; Mrs. Fecour, your Brother-in-Law is 
very capable of ſerving him ; and I wrote it to 
beg the Favour of your Intereſt with him, 

Oh! My God, with all my Heart, cry'd 
Mrs. Fecour ; yes, Sir, Mr. Fecour muſt Place 
you, | proteſt I never thought of it, but he's 
at Verſailles for a few Days ; would you have 
me Write to him in the mean time ? Hold ! it 
is not far from hence to my Houſe, we have no- 
thing to do but to ſtep there for a Moment 
I will even write, and Mr. de la Valle ſhall 
carry my Letter to him to morrow. Indeed, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, getting up, I am charm'd that 
the Lady has thought upon me on this occaſion; 
let us go, I have ſome Viſits to pay Rill ; let us 
loſe no time, Adieu, Madam, my Viſit's ſhort, 
but you ſee why I leave you, And 
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And immediately ſhe embrac'd Mrs. Ferval, 


who return'd her thanks ; ſhe thank'd her again, 
laid hold on my Arm in a familiar manner, 
took me down Stairs, made me get into her 
Coach; ſometimes call'd me Sir, and ſome- 
times my dear Child, talk'd to me as if we had 


been acquainted ſeven Years, ſtill diſplaying the 


boſom : in a Word, we arriv'd at her Houſe. 
As ſoon as we came in, ſhe introduc'd me into 
her Cloſet ; fit down, ſaid ſhe, I have but a 


Line or two to write to Mrs. Fecour, and they 


ſhall be very preſſing, | 

In ſhort, her Letter was finiſh'd in an In- 
ſtant : Here, ſaid ſhe, giving it me, you will 
be well receiv'd upon my Account; I have de- 
fir'd him to fix you at Paris, for it is neceſſary 

ou ſhould ſtay here to cultivate your Friends; 
it would be a thouſand pities to ſend you into 
the Country, where you would be bury'd alive, 
and beſides we ſhall be glad to ſee you. I 
would not have our Acquaintance drop here 
however, Mr. de la Valle ; what ſay you, is it 
a pleaſure to you ? 

And a great deal of Honour too, reply'd I ; 
fiddle faddle of Honour, ſaid ſhe, we were not 
talking of that, I am a Woman without Cere- 
mony, eſpecially with Perſons whom I love, 
and who are amiable, Mr. de la Yallie, for 

ou are extreamly ſo; oh extreamly ! the firſt 
an I ever had an Inclination for was exactly 


like you; methinks I ſee him, he is never out 
of my Heart; I us'd to thou him, it is my 


Way, I defign to uſe you in the ſame manner; 


and if I ſhould, would you be diſguſted? Are 
M not 
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not you willing I ſhould treat you as ] treated 
him? added ſhe, advancing the boſom, which by 
chance I had my Eye already fix'd upon ; it con- 
fus'd me a little and hindet'd my anſwering her; 
ſhe took notice of it, and ſtood for ſome time 
obſerving me, | 

Well, faid ſhe, laughing, and what are you 
thinking on? On you, Madam, reply'd I with 
a low Voice, and my Eyes ſtill rivetted as I told 
you, On me! anfſwer'd ſhe, do you ſpeak 
truth, Mr, de la Vallie? Do you apprehend 
that I have good Intentions for you ? It is not 
difficult to perceive, and if you queſtion it, it 
is not my Fault; you ſee | am downright, and 
T love that every one ſhould be the ſame with 
me; do you hear, young handſome ? What 
Eyes he has ! and yet for all that he is afraid to 
ſpeak ; Harkee, Mr. de la Vallie, I have ſome 
Advice to give you ; here you'come from Pro- 
vence, whence you have brought a baſhful Air, 
which does not ſit well upon one of your Age, 
and particularly when they are made like you; 
you muſt embolden your ſelf a little, it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary in ſuch a place as this; What 
are you deficient in, that you ſhould want aſſu- 
rance? Who does it belong to, if it does not 
belong to you, my dear Child? You are fo 
amiable ! and this ſhe ſpoke with ſuch a fincere 
and ſuch a careſſing tone, that I began to reliſh 
her Compliments, when we heard a Coach drive 
mto the Court. | | 
See! here is ſomebody come to viſit me, ſaid 
ſte, ſeal your Letter, Child, you will return 
ſoon ? As ſoon as | have deliver'd the Letter, 
Madam, anſwer'd I, Adieu 
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Adieu then, reply'd ſhe, holding her Hand 
to me which I kiſs'd at my eaſe; well, well, 
another time be convinc'd that People love 
you; I am ſorry I did not give Orders for 
them to ſay | was not at Home; perhaps I ſhould 
not have went out any more, and we might 
have paſs'd the reſt of the Day together; but 
we ſhall ſee one another again, I ſhall expect 
you ; do not fail, 

The Hour you fhall be moſt at Leiſure, 
Madam, will you pleaſe to tell it me? At what 
Hour you will, ſaid ſhe; in the Morning, in 
the Evening, every Hour is alike, only the 
Morning is the ſureft time to meet with me, 
Adieu, brown beauty, added ſhe, ſtroaking me 
under the Chin ; learn to be freer with me for 
the future : Do you hear? 

She had hardly done ſpeaking, when a ger- 
vant came to tell her that three Viſitors waited 
for her in her Chamber ; and whilſt ſhe went 
to them, I retir'd. 

My affairs, as you ſee, roll'd on at a Fehu 
rate: Adventures crowded ſo thick upon me, 
that I was aſtoniſh'd at it myſelf. 

Imagine how it muſt be with a young Ruſtick, 
like me, who, in the ſpace of only two Days, 
was become the Husband of a wealthy Woman, 


and the Gallant of two Ladies of Quality. 
Beſides, there was the alteration of my Dreſs, 
which wrought a ſtrange effect. The Title of 
Sir, with which I found myſelf honoured, who, 
but about a dozen days before, was call'd plain 
Facob 3 the amorous flatteries of the two La- 
dies; and, K that charming, tho 
2 5 
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impure art, which Mrs. Ferval us'd to ſeduce 


me; that lovely Leg, on which I could have 
- gaz'd for ever; thoſe fine ſnow-white Hands, 


o + which ſhe ſo tenderly abandon'd to my Rap- 
— tures 3 thoſe Looks, ſo full of ſoftneſs; in 1 


the Air which breath'd through the whole, was 
not all this enough to open my Heart? Was 
not-it a perfe& School of Softneſs, Voluptuouſ- 
neſs, and Corruption, and conſequently of Re- 
_ finement too? For by the ſame Degrees as the 
Mind taints, ſo it poliſhes. For my part, I 
was wrapp'd in a Tranſport of Vanity, it was 
ſomething ſo novel. Till then, I had never 
known the Delicacy of Living; and, from 
that Day, I ſeem'd to be a different perſon, ſo 
much Education and Experience had I acquir'd. 

Therefore I return'd Home, quite loſt in 

Vanity, as 4 told you, but in a Vanity which 
made me gay, not haughty and ridiculous ; 
my Self- love was always ſociable, and I never 
was more tractable and complaiſant, than when 
I had an opportunity of exerciſing my eſteem 
upon myſelf, Every one has his Character i in 
that reſpect, and this was mine. Mrs. de la 
Valles never ſaw me ſo careſſing and amiable, 
as ſhe found me at my return. 
It was late, and they were waiting for me 
to fit down to Table; for you may remember 
that. we had invited our Landlady to Supper 
with her Daughter, and the Perſons who had 
aſſiſted as Witneſſes at our Wedding. 

It's impoſſible to tell you the Compliments 
which I made my Gueſts, and the Courtlineſs 
with which I — them to be merry. Our 

two 
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two witneſſes were a little heavy, and they ſaw 
me ſo ſprightly in compariſon of themſelves, or 
rather fo gallant in my manners, that they were 
quite dazzled at it, and, in ſpight of my ex- 
hortations to be familiar, they would not be 
acquainted with me but with diſcretion. 
| rs: Alain was alſo amaz d, and, as much 

a Goſſip as ſhe was, I could diſcern that ſhe was 
more circumſpect, in regard to what ſhe ſaid, 
than uſual. My praiſe always fill'd up the in- 
tervals of the Diſcourſe, and they endeavour'd 
to give that praiſe the politeſt turn they could ; 


ſo that I perceiv'd my behaviour had mightily 


increas'd their Con ſideration for me. 
Undoubtedly it was nothing but my Conver- 
fation with the two Ladies which had ſtamp'd 
this value upon me; I had brought from them 
I know not what air of diſtinction, which I 
never had before, 
The truth is, I conſider'd myſelf as entirely 
another Man, and could not help thinking when 
I look'd upon my Gueſts ; theſe are good ſort 
of People enough, but beneath my Level: 


However, I muft accommodate myſelf to thein 


at preſent. 

1 ſhall paſs over the Diſcourſe during our re- 
paſt, ' Javote gave me a great many Glances, 
and I was the moſt pleafant Companion at Ta- 
ble; but then my Pleaſantry was attended with 
Reſpect, and I appear'd fo charming to Mrs: 
de la Vallie, that, in her Impatience to ſee me 
at her Eaſe, ſhe look'd at her Watch ſeveral 
Times, and told the Hour, as a handſome Me- 
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mento to our Gueſts, that it was time ſor them 
to withdraw. | | 

At laſt they got up, made their Congies, and 
left us alone, Mrs. de la YVallce and I. 
And immediately, without any farther Ce- 
remony, my pious Spouſe went to bed, under 
pretence of being fatigu'd. Come, Child, let's 
go to Bed, ſaid ſhe, for it's very late; which 
was as much as to ſay, Come, becauſe I love 
you; at leaſt I underſtood her ſo, and follow'd 
her with a hearty good will, for I really lov'd 
her, and ſhe was very comely and deſireable, as 
| yet; I have already told you fo in the beginning 

of this Hiſtory : Beſides, my Breaſt was ſo full 
of tender [mages, my Heart had been fir'd fo 
many different ways, and I had had fo much 
Love made to me that Day, that it fet me up- 
on the amorous Pin in my turn, to which you 
may add the convenience of having ſuch a Wo- 
man as Mrs, de la Valles with me, who requir'd 
nothing more than to liſten to my Tranſports, 
Which is another very prevailing Motive. | 
| Whilſt I was undrefling myſelf, I would 
have given her an account of my Viſit, I talk d 
to her of the generous intentions which Mrs. 
Ferval had to ſerve me, of Mrs. Fecour's ar- 
rival there, of the Letter which ſhe had given 
me, and of the Journey which I was to take 
the next morning to Verfall to deliver it: 
But I choſe a wrong time; ſor whatever intereſt 
Mrs. de la Vallee took in my Affairs, I could 
fay nothing to merit her attention; all I could 
get from ber Was a few monoſyllables, Ay, 
| | a2 
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ay, fay you ſo? That's well; and directly, 
come, come, we'll talk of that here, 

Accordingly, I went, and farewel the Story ; 
I forgot to purſue it, and my dear Wife never 
once put me in mind of it. 

How charming and fervent were the tender- 
neſſes the ſaid to me! I have already given you 
her Character, and can only add this, that no 
Devotee ever made a more paſſionate uſe of the 
privilege of ſhewing her chaſte Affection. I 
have ſeen the moment when ſhe has cry'd, Oh! 


the pleaſure of fruſtrating the attempts of the 
Devil, and of being able, without ſin, to be as 
happy as ſinners | | 


At laſt we both fell faſt a-ſleep, and it was at 


Eight o' Clock the next Morning, when I re- 
ſum'd the account of my Viſit. 


She highly prais'd the good Intentions of 


Mrs. Ferval, and begg'd God to be her recom- 


pence, as well as Mrs. Fecour's; after which, 
we got up, and went out both together, I for 
Verſailles, and ſhe to hear Maſs, and pray for 
the good ſucceſs of my Journey, 

I went ſtrait to the Inn where the Stage- 


coaches put up; I met with one for four Peo- 


ple, three of the places were already taken, and. 
I took the fourth. 

The Companions of my Journey. were an 
old Officer, a Man of good Senſe, who to a 
venerable Aſpect join'd a plain and uniform Ap 


pearance. 
A tall meagre Creature, with little, black, 


- fiery Eyes, and a very difturb'd Countenance, . 


fter that he was a Lawyer; 
M 4 and- 
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and his Buſineſs, to judge by his Looks, was 


the moſt ſuitab'e for him of any in the World. 
After theſe came a young Gentleman of a 


Pow good Figure ; the Officer and he gaz'd 


— 


at each other as Perſons who had met before, 
but did not know where. At laſt they recol- 
lected themſelves, and remember'd that they 
had din'd together, 

As I was neither with your Mrs, d Alain's, 
nor with Ladies who were in Love with me, I 
plac'd a guard upon my Expreflions, and en- 
deavour'd to ſay nothing which might betray 
the Farmer's Son; ſo that I ſpoke but little, and 
contented myſelf with nn to what the 
others ſaid. 

One hardly perceives that a Man ſays no- 
thing, when he liſtens with Attention, at leaſt 
one continually imagines that he is going to 
ſpeak; and to hear attentively, is almoſt the 
ſame thing as to anſwer. | 

Every now and then I dropp'd a Yes with- 
out doubt, no truly, you are in the right ; and 
all conformable to that opinion which I ſaw the 
moſt prevailing, 

The Officer, a Knight of St. Lewis, was he 
who engroſs'd moſt of the Converſation, His 
honeſt military air, his age, and frank open be- 
haviour, won inſenfibly upon our Lawyer, 
. who was yery ſilent, and more inclin'd to muſe 
than to ſpeak. | 

I don't — how it was introduc's, hath our 
Officer happen'd to talk to the young Gentle- 
man about a Woman who was at Law with her 
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The Story touch'd our Lawyer to the quick, 
and having look'd two or three times upon the 
Officer, and ſeemingly taken a friendſhip for 
him, he join'd in the Diſcourſe, and join'd in it 
ſo heartily, that, from one Harangue to ano- 
ther, and from Invective to Invective againſt 
Women, he inſenſibly own'd that he was in the 
ſame caſe as the perſon they talk'd of, and that 
he was alſo in Law with his Wife, 

Upon this acknowledgment, they dropp'd the 
Adventure in queſtion, to, come to his ; and, 
they were in the right, for the one was more 
intereſſing than the other; and, if I may uſe 
the Compariſon, exactly the ſame as preferring, 
an Original to a meer copy, 

Ay, ay, Sir, are you in Law with your 
Wile, then? ſaid the young Gentleman to 
him: That's a bad ſtory ; it's a-melancholy ſi- 
tuation for a gallant Man. Well, but pray 
what might be the ſubje of your Quarrel ?, 


What J reply'd the other, that's pleaſant, as 


if it was a Wonder for a Man to have a quar- 
rel with his Wife; is not it enough to be her 
Husband ,. to- have an eftabliſh'd Suit againſt 
her? Every Husband is in Law, Sir, and is 
either Plaintiff or Defendant. Sometimes the 
Suit is never carried out of his own Houſe, and 
ſometimes it is remov'd higher; mine is fe- 
mov'd, 

For my part, I never would marry, inter- 
rupted the Officer; I don't know whether 1 
have done right or wrong; but hitherto I have 


not ſeen any occaſion to repent, How happy 
you are! reply'd the * ; I envy you, 3 
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wiſh myſelf in your place. I alſo made a reſo- 
lution of living a Batchelor, and even reſiſted 
a great many temptations, which better de- 
ſerv'd to damn me, than that which I ſunk un- 
der. It's paſt my Apprehenſion ; faith J can't 
tell how it came about, I was in Love, in- 
deed, but very little, and not half ſo much as 
J had been elſewhere; yet, for all that, I 
married. 

Undoubtedly, then, the perſon was rich, ſaid 
the young Gentleman. No, reply'd the other, 
ſhe was no richer than her Neighbours, and 
not ſo young neither. She was a great Girl, 
of between two and three and thirty Years of 
Age, and | was forty. I had a ſuit at Law 
with a Nephew of mine, a great wrangler, 
and I have not done with him yet, but will ruin 
him, like a Raſcal as he is, was I to ſpend to 
the uttermoſt Farthing. But that's a ſtory by 


itſelf, which T will alſo tell you, if we have 


ume. 

My Devil (it is my Wife I ſpeak of ) was a 
Relation of one of my Judges; I was acquaint- 
ed with her, and went to intreat her to ſollicit 
for me: And as one Viſit draws on another, I 
repeated mine fo frequently, that I went to ſee 
her every Day, tho? without knowing why, or 
wherefore, except through Habit, Our Families 
being equal, and her Fortune tolerable, the 
Report run, that I was to marry her: We 
laugh'd at the News; however, we muft ſee 


one another leſs often, to ceaſe this Noiſe, ſaid 
| the to me, laughing, or at laſt they'll talk ten 


times worſe, And why ſo? reply'd I; I have 
| a. great 
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2 gteat mind to fall in Love with you; what 
ſay you, are you willing I ſhou'd ? She neither 
anſwer'd me yes, nor no. 

The next Day I return'd, ftill bantering 
abaut this Love which I told her was to ſeize 
me, and which, I believe, had already laid hold 
on me, or rather had ſtolen upon me unawares; 
for I felt nothing of it, nor ever once ſaid to 
her, I love you. I never ſaw any thing like 
this wretched habitual Love which gives a Man 
no notice; I am in a paſſion whenever I think 
on't, and the bare remembrance of my Adven- 
ture choaks me. Would you imagine it? 
About five Days after, a wealthy Widower, 
who was ſomething older than me, took it in 
his Head to court my Belle; I call her my 
Belle, through Pleafantry, for one may ſee a. 
hundred thouſand ſuch Faces as her's without 
taking Notice of them; and except two great 
Eyes, which the Prude had, and which were 
not ſo handſome neither, as they appear'd to 
be, her Face was a very ordinary one, and had 
nothing to recommend it but its whiteneſs, 
This Suitor I ſpeak of, chagrin'd me: 
Whenever I went, I found him there; which 

me out of humour, He and I could never 
be of an opinion, and I took all opportunities 
to affront him. There are ſome People for 
whom we conceive an Antipathy at firſt ſight; 
and to that it was I attributed my Averſion to 
him. I underſtood no. better, but I was de- 
ceiv'd, as you'll find; for, in reality, I was 
jealous, This man, undoubtedly, was weary of 
living a Widower; he talk'd of Love, Lon 
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then of Marriage; I heard of it, and encreas d 
my hatred to him, which was always the moſt 
cordial in the World. 

Are you determin'd to marry this Man? 
faid I to my fair one, My relations and 
friends adviſe me to't, ſaid ſhe; on his fide 
he preſſes me, and I don't know what to do, 
I'm not reſolv'd upon any thing as yet. What 
would you adviſe me to? Me! to nothing, 
anſwerd I, muttering, you're your own Mi- 
fire; marry, Madam, marry, fince you 
have a fancy for't. Oh! my God, Sir, cry'd 
ſhe leaving me: at what a rate you talk 
truly, if you don't care for People, you 


might be ſo civil as not to tell them ſo: Troth ! 
Madam, it's you that do not care for them, 


anſwer'd J. This was a pleaſant declaration of 


Love, as you ſee ; but it was the plaineſt I 


ever made her, and even that eſcap'd me 
without reflection. After this I return'd home 
very thoughtful; In the evening one of my 
friends cal'd upon me. Do you hear, ſaid 
he, that a contract of marriage is to be 
ſigned to morrow Morning between Mrs, 
ſuch a one and Mr. ----- I juſt came from 


thence, the relations are aftually met ; but ſhe 


herſelf does not ſeem very forward in it; * 4 
thought ſhe look'd a little melancholy, tell me 
are not you the occaſion on't ? 

How! cry'd I, without anſwering his Que- 
ion, do they talk of a contract then? Alas ! 
my dear friend, I believe I'm in love with 
her, why mayn't I as well marry her as ano- 
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ther ? I wiſh with, all my heart I could hin- 
der this contract. NA 

Well, ſaid he, if ſo, you've no time to loſe; 
run directly to her, and hear what ſhe'll ſay 
to you. Perhaps things are gone too far, re- 
ply'd I; quite ſtruck to the Heart. And if 
you'll be ſo good as to go your ſelf aud ſpeak 
to her for me, you'll do me a ſingular Plea- 
fure, added I with a filly confuſed Air. 

Very willingly, ſaid he; ſtay here for me, I'll 
go immediately ; and bring you her anſwer in 
a Moment. | | | | 

Accordingly he went, told her I lov'd her, 
and that I deſir'd the preference before the o- 
ther. He love me! ſaid ſhe, why this is plea- 
fant enough ! he always made a ſecret of it to- 
me, tell him to come here, we'll ſee what's to 
be done, | | £44 

Upon this anſwer which my friend brought 
me, I run to her; ſhe ſtep'd into a room a- 
part, where I ſpoke to her, 

W hat is this which your friend has been tel- 
ling me? ſaid ſhe, with her great eyes full of 
tenderneſs ; have you any thoughts of me then? 
yes, truly, reply'd I, out of countenance, . And 
why would not you tell me of it before ? ſaid 
the : I proteſt I don't know how to act at pre- 
ſent, you perplex me. 

Upon which I took hold of her Hand ; you 
are a ſtrange Man, added ſhe, Why, troth ! 
faid I, an't I as good as the other? As it luck- 
ily happens he's juſt gone, faid ſhe; and be- 
fides, there's a little difficulty ariſen about the 
contra, which we muſt endeavour to im- 
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prove to our Advantage ; there's none but my 

relations within, let's go to them. 
 T follow'd her, and talk'd to the relations, 
whom I gain'd over to my intereſt ; the La- 
dy was in good earneſt, and to make a ſpeedy 
end of the affair, one of them propos'd the 
ſending for a Notary. | 
T could not ſay no; ay, ay, quick, quick ; 
away they went, the Notary came ; and my 
head turn'd round with the rapidity of their 
proceedings; they treated me juſt as they 
pleas'd, I was trap'd ;, I ſign'd, they ſign'd, 
and immediately the Licence was ſent for. The 
devil a word of love was there in the midſt of 
all this; in ſhort we were marry'd; and the 
next morning after the wedding, I was aſto- 
niſhed to find my ſelf nooz d; but to whom? 
why at leaſt .it's to. a very ſenſible Woman, 

ſaid I to my ſelf. 

Yes, faith! to a very ſenſible one, it was 
a ſign I was thoroughly acquainted with her; 
would you think what ſhe became at the end 
of three Months, this Woman whoſe ſenſe l 
was ſo fond of? why, an ill- humour'd, ſeri- 
ous bigot, tho” at the ſame time a very talka- 
tive one, for ſhe made it her buſineſs to cri- 
ticiſe my words and actions; in ſhort ſhe was a 
grave Fool who ſhow'd me nothing but a long 
auſtere Viſage, and piqu'd herſelf upon the 
melancholy vanity of living retir'd ; not for 
the profit of her Family, for that ſhe abandon'd; 
the thought it a diſgrace to her to take care 
of her Houſe, and was above giving in to ſuch 
a vulgar piety : no, no, ſhe ſtay d at home 
for 
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for nothing but to paſs her Life in a contem- 
plative idleneſs, and to read holy LeQures in 
her Cloſet ; from whence ſhe would come with- 
a devout, affected crabbedneſs upon her coun- 


tenance, as if the having ſuch a Face was a 


merit in the ſight of God Almighty, 

Soon after Madam began to reaſon u 
Religion'; ſhe had her opinions forſooth, could 
diſpute about DoEtrines, and wag an errant 
Theologian in petticoats. 

could have diſpens'd with this pretty well, 
had the ſtop'd here; but our female Theo- 

iſt grew refraftory and troubleſome. 

If I kept a friend to dine with me, Ma» 
dam would not eat with the profane Man ; ſhe 
was indiſpos'd, and muſt dine apart in her 
Chamber, where ſhe begg'd God's pardon for 
the libertiniſm of my conduct. 

Nothing but a Monk, or at leaſt a Prieſt, 
or a Bigot like herſelf, could go down with. 
her; and I was never without a Capuchin or 
a Caflock at my table, I don't fay but they 
are very good fort of People; but then theſe 
| ſort of People are not made to be the 
Comrades of good Companions like us; and my 
houſe was neither a Convent, nor a Church, 
nor my table a RefeCtory. 

But what put me the moſt out of Patience,. 
nothing was too nice, nor too delicate for 
theſe ſervants of the Lord, whilſt I was for- 
ced to take up with more ordinary Fare for 
my worldly friends and finners ; you ſee there. 


Was neither good ſenſe, nor morality in that. 
Well, 
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Well, Gentlemen, I have  engrofs'd a great 
deal of your Attention, but I ſhould have ended 
here, I am a lover of Peace, and had not it 
been for a Clerk that I had --- | 


A Clerk! cry'd the young Gentleman inter- 


rupting him; ſure that muſt be ſomething re- 
markable, 

Yes, ſaid he, I became jealous of him, and 
as, God would have it I was in the wrong, 
My Wife's Friends treated my Jealouſy as Ma- 
lice and Calumny, and look'd upon me as a 
meer reprobate to ſuſpect ſuch a virtuous Wo- 
man, who only viſited the Churches, and who 
thought nothing amiable but Sermons, Offices 


and holy Water; all this was mighty well, they 


ſaid juſt what they pleas d. 

All that I know of the Matter is, that this 
Clerk for whom J had frequent Occaſion on 
Account of my Buſineſs, and who was ſon to 
her deceas'd Mother's Chambermaid ; a great 
numſcul Raſcal, whom I kept out of Complai- 
ſance, a handſome Cur enough, and one who 
had a predeſtinated look, as ſhe ſaid, 
This Lad, I ſay, was uſually ſent by her on 
her Meflages, to inquire after the Healths of 
Father fuch a one, and Mother ſuch one; this 
Mr. and that Mr, firſt to the Vicar's, and 
then to the Curate's ; after which he would 
come and bring back their Anſwers, go into her 
Cloſet, fit down and chat with her, place her 
Table, Agnus and Reliquary before her, reach 
down. her Bocks, and ſometimes read to her. 


grew uneaſy at it, and {wore moſt heartily; ; 


what do you mean by this hetercclitical Piety 5 
| Cid 


at 
d 
it 


c FY Took 


you, God will revenge me 
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ſaid I, what the Devil of a Saint are you to rob 
me of my Clerk? our Union was not very 
edifying, . 

Madam call'd me her Croſs, her Tribula- 
tion; and IJ call'd her by he firſt Name which 
came upper - moſt, I was not nice in my Choice. 
This Clerk ſtuck in my Stomach, I could not 
down with him, If I ſent him any conſidera- 
ble way, I fatigu'd him. In truth ! ſaid ſhe, 
with a Charity, which I believe could not 
advantage her Soul much, in truth! ! he will 
quite kill this poor Boy. 

Atlaſt the Animal fell ſick, and fever ſeiz'd 


me the next Morning. 


I had a very violent one, but it was my 
Servants who waited upon me, and it was Ma- 
dam her ſelf who waited upon the Booby, 

My Husband's the Mafter, ſaid ſhe upon that 
Occaſion, he has nothing to do but to order 
what he'd have; but as for this poor Boy, 
who'll take Care of him, if I ſhould abandon him 
therefore it was meerly out of Charity, that ſhe 
left me to ſhift for my ſelf, | 

Her Impertinence probably ſav'd my Life. 
I was ſo exaſperated that I got well out of ſpight ; 
and as ſoon as I was upon my Legs again, the 
firſt ſign of Amendment I ſhow'd, was the 


kicking the Object of her Charity out of Doors, 


My Saint was ready to burſt with Indignation, 
and came like a fury to ask the Reaſon of it. 

I know well enough Sir, what your Motives 
are, cry'd ſhe, your unworthy Suſpicions are but 
too viſible, and God will revenge me en 


. 
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T could not reliſh her Predictions ; ſhe de- 
liver'd them in the Tone of a Fury, and I an- N 
ſwer'd her as much like a Brute; what the ® 
Plague! faid I, do you think my kicking your ® 
Raſcal out of Doors will ſet me at odds with 
God Almighty ? go, get you gone with your 80 
equivocal Piety ; do not make my Head ach, tl 
but leave me in Repoſe. q 

What did the do? we had a little Chamber. 
maid in the Houſe, who was a very genteel, iſ © 
_ + handy Girl, and who was an Eye-ſore to hei A 
Miſtreſs, I ſuppoſe, becauſe ſhe was youn- { 
ger and handſomer than her ſelf, and becauſe II {| 
approv'd of her, I ſhould have dy*d perhaps in I ® 
my Illneſs had not it been for her. d 

The poor little Girl would ſometimes com- 8 
fort me for my Wife's ill- humours, and appeaſe \ 
me when I was in a Paſſion ; which made me 
on my ſide uphold her, and take a liking w 
ber. I alſo kept her becauſe ſne Was an unde 
ſtanding Girl, and a very notable one. 
My Wife, I fay, after Dinner, called her 
up into her Chamber, took I do not know 
-what Pretence of quarreling with her, box d 
her upon ſome anſwer ſhe gave her, reproach'd 
| = with my Kindneſs for her, and turned her 
Nancy {for that was the Girl's Name) came f 
in Tears to take her leave of me; telling me he! 
Adventure, and her Box on the ear, 
| 
| 


As 1 ſaw there was nothing in the Aﬀeir, 
but a vindiQtive Malice on my Wife's part 
go, go, ſaid I, do not afMlit thy ſelf, do you 
ſtay, Nancy, I will take care of the reſt. 
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de- My Wife flew in a Rage, and would ſee her 
an. no more: But I was immoveable in myReſoluti- 
the on, a Man ought to be Mafter in his own Houſe, 
our and eſpecially when there's a Reaſon for't. 
with My Obſtinacy did not at all mollify the Ri- 
our gur of our Correſpondence ; we talk'd toge- 
ch, ther Meine, but then it was purely to 
uarrel. 
der- ; You are to obſerve, if you pleaſe, that I had 
eel, entertained another Clerk who was my Wite's 
her Averſion, ſhe could not endure him; and there- 
un- fore harraſſed him about for nothing, and all to 
ſe I ſpight me; but the Lad did not value it, I had 
sin bid him not mind her, and he ſollow d my Or- 
2 little; he paid her no manner of Re- 
\m. | gard. 
all I was inform'd a few Days after, that my 
mel Wife had a Mind to puſh things to Extremi- 


ty. "oe 

all Would to God of his mercy the Brute 
would once ſtrike me! ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking of 
me; I heard of it; no, no, aid J, hold you 
there! be convinced that I will never do you 
that Pleaſure ; as for Mortifications you that 
have enough of them, your Patience (hall never 
want Exerciſe, ſo far I vow, but no farther. 
My vow prov'd unfortunate, one ſhould ſwear 
for nothing. In ſpight of my laudable Reſolves, 
ſhe fo far exceeded me one Day, and was ſo 
devoutly provoking with her Tongue; that at 
laſt the Devil tempted me ſo effectually, that 
recollecting her former Impertinences and the 
box on the Ear which ſhe had given Nancy 
upon my Account, I could not forbear giving 
6 
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her one, in Preſence of ſome Witneſſes who 
were her Friends. 
It eſcaped me as quick as lightning; ſhe flew 
in an Inftant to demand Juſtice, and ever ſince 
we have been at law together to my great Re- 
gret: for this Saint of mine, in ſpight of the 

Clerk which I've thrown in her Diſh, may 
Chance tocaſt me, if I cannot find ſome power- 
ful Friends, whom I go to ſeek at Verſailles. 
This box on the Ear makes me uneaſy for 
you, cry*d our young Gentleman, when he had 
ended; I am afraid it will prejudice your Cauſe, 
It's true that Clerk is an Article of which I have 
no better Opinion than you; you have certainly 
I believe been very ill-uſed in that Particular, 
but then it's a cafe of Conſcience, which you are 
at a loſs how to prove; and this unlucky box 
on the Ear had its Witneſſes. FLA. 

Softly, Sir, reply'd the other with a chagrin'd 
Air, we' drop theſe Reflections upon the Clerk, 
..W 82 pleaſe; I can think of thoſe things without 

a Prompter; dv not diſturb your ſelf, as to the 
box of the Ear it muſt paſs as it may, I am 
only ſorry at preſent that I gave her no more 
than one; as to the reſt, let us ſuppreſs the 
Commentary, There was not ſo much harm 
perhaps in the Affair of the Clerk as you ima- 
gine, I have my Reaſons to produce. This 
Clerk was a Coxcomb; my Wife: might love 
him without knowing ſhe did, and offend God 
ſecretly without any formal Injury to me. In a 
Word, was there harm or was there none? If 
| fay there was, the beſt way is to let me ſay 
vol Without 
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Without doubt, cry'd the Officer, to paciſy 
him; ought one to believe an angry Husband, 
who is ſo liable to be deceiv'd? For my Part, 1 
can ſee nothing in the Story you have been 
telling us, but an inſociable and miſantrope Wo- 
man ; that is all, 

But let us change the Diſcourſe, and inquire 
a little what our two young Fellow-Travellers 
are going to Yerſailles for, added he, addreſſing 
him ſelf to the young Gentleman and me. As 
for you, Sir, who have hardly left the College 
yet, ſaid he to me, to be ſure you only go to 
divert yourſelf, or out of Curioſity, 3 

Neither for the one, nor the other, anſwer'd 
I, I am going to ſollicit a Poſt from a Gentle- 
man in the Miniſtry, If the men refuſe you, 
appeal to the Women, reply'd he bantering. 

And you, Sir, (it was to the young Gentleman 
he ſpoke) what may be your call to Verſailles ? 

I am going to wait upon a Nobleman, ſaid 
he, to whom, the laſt time I had the Honour 
of ſeeing him, I preſented a Book of which I'm 
the Author, Oh! yes, reply'd the Officer ; it's 
the ſame Book of which we were talking the 
other Day, when we din'd together. The very 
ſame, anſwer'd the young Gentleman, Have 
you read it, Sir? added ge. 

Yes, I return'd it yeſterday to one of my Ac- 
quaintance who lent it me, ſaid the Officer. Well 
Sir, and pray, tell me what you think of it? 
anſwer'd the young Gentleman. What ſignifies 
my Opinion? ſaid the Officer, that can decide 
nothing, Sir; but pray, let me know how you 
like it, cry'd the other preſſing him. 


Truly, 
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Truly, Sir, reply'd the Soldier, I cannot tell 
what to anſwer you, it's paſt my time of Day 
to judge of ſuch things, it is not a Book which 
is calculated for ſuch as me, I am too old. 

How, too old ! cry'd the young Gentleman, 
Yes, ſaid the other, I believe a very young 
Perfon might take a great deal of Pleaſure in 
reading it; for nothing comes amiſs to an Age 
which only deſires to laugh, and which is ſo 
greedy of joy that it takes it upon Content 
wherever it finds it; but we grey - beards are a lit- 
tle more difficult; we reſemble in this Reſpect 
your pall'd Epicures, who won't be tempted with 
ordinary Diet, and whom nothing can excite to 
eat but ſomething exceeding nice and delicate, 
Beſides I have not been able to penetrate into 
the deſign of your Book, I neither know where 
It tends, nor what it aims at, One may ven- 

ture to ſay that you have not given your ſelf 
the trouble of ſelecting your Ideas, but have in- 
differently receiv'd all that came, which is quite 
another thing ; in the firſt Caſe, you aſſemble, 
reject and chuſe; but in the ſecond, you take 
the firſt which preſents itſelf, be it never fo 
foreign, and ſomething always preſents itſelf ; 
for I am of Opinion that the Mind continually 
furniſhes either good or bad. 

As to the reſt, if things meerly extraordina- 
ry can be call'd curious, or an unlimited Li- 
cence agreeable, your Book ought to pleaſe ; if 
not the Mind, at leaſt the Senſes; but 1 believe 
it's nothing but went of Experience which has 
deceiv'd you, and without reckoning the little 
Merit there is in this laſt way of Writing, 5 
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of Wit, this Maxim muſt not be taken literally, 
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the Capacity you appear to have of ſucceeding 
in the other; it's forming a wrong Notion of 
your Readers in general to hope to pleaſe them 
by ſuch Methods; it's true, Sir, we are natu- 
rally deprav'd and Libertin ; but in Compoſures 


nor are we to be ſtorm'd Sword in Hand upon 
that footing, A Reader will be manag'd; and 
if you have a Mind to engage his depravity in 
your Intereſt, you muſt go gently to Work, 
you muſt lead ſoftly, not drive. | 
This Reader however loves Freedoms in an 
Author, but not exceſſive and exorbitant ones; 
ſuch as thoſe are only ſupportable where the 
reality ſoftens the indecency of them ; they arg 
then, if ever, in their proper Places; and we 
pals them by, becauſe we are more Men at 
that time than another; but we cannot ſo eaſily 
excuſe them in a Book where they become dull, 
ſcurrilous and ſhocking, becauſe of the little 
Agreement they have with the compos'd State 
of a Reader. e 
It is true this Reader is alſo a Man, but then 
he is a Man in tranquillity, has taſte and deli- 
cacy, is one who expects his Mind to be di- 
verted; and though he is willing enough you 
ſhould tickle his depravity, yet it muſt be with 
decency and good — 
Notwithſtanding what J have ſaid, there are 
ſeveral good Things in your Book; I aſſure 
you'T remark'd a great many of that kind my 
ſelf. 
As to your Style, I have no fault to find with 
it, except it is that your Periods are . 
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too looſe and tedious, and by that means con · 


fus'd and perplex d; which undoubtedly pro- 
ceeds from your not having ſufficiently digeſted 
your Ideas, or from your not having rang'd 
them into any certain order; but you are only 
a beginner yet, Sir, and this is a ſmall Fault, 
which you will correct in writing, as well as 
that of criticizing others ; and eſpecially of criti- 
cizing them in that familiar waggiſh tone, with 
which you ſeem to be affected, and which you 
will laugh at, and blame in your ſelf when you 
are a little more of the Philoſopher, and when 
you have acquir'd a more ſolid and worthy way 
of thinking ; for you will have a good deal more 
Wit than you have, at leaſt I have ſeen things 
in you which promiſe it; you will not make 
much account of what you have hitherto been 
Maſter of, and hardly any of what you may 
attain to hereaſter: At leaſt this is the manner 
in which I have heard ſome of our greateſt 
Writers talk, 6 4 

What I obſerv'd of your Criticiſms was occa- 
fion'd by that which i ſaw in your Book, and 


which is level'd at----(he nam'd him,) who was 


in Company with us that Day we din'd toge- 
ther. I muſt frankly acknowledge to you, that 
I was ſurpriz'd to find fifty or ſixty Pages of 
your Work heavily employ'd againſt him; 1 
could heartily wiſh for your ſake they had been 
leſt out. 

But ſee we are arriv'd at our Journey's end 
you ask'd my Opinion, and [ have told it you as 
a Man who loves your Talents, and who wiſhes 
to ſee you one Day the Object of as many 

Criticiſms 
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Criticiſms as the Perſon we are ſpeaking of ; 
perhaps for all that you may not be a more 
capable Man than him, but at leaſt you will bear 
the part of a Man who appears to be ſome- 
thing. | 

Here our Officer ceas'd, and J have repeated 
his Diſcourſe almoſt the ſame as I then appre- 
hended it. | 

Juſt then our Coach ſtop'd, we got out, and 
every one ſeparated to go about his particular 
Buſineſs, ; 

It was net yet Noon, and I made the beſt of 
my way to deliver my Letter to Mr. Fecour ; I 
had no difficulty in finding him out ; for he was 
a Man in great truſt, and extreamly well known 
in the Miniſtry, | 

I had ſeveral Courts to traverſe before | came 
to him, but at laſt I was introduc'd into a great 
Cloſet, where I found him in a pretty nume- 
rous Company, | 

Mr. Fecour appeared to be between five and 
fifty and ſixty Years of Age; he: was tall but 
not fat, ſwarthy in his Countenance, and of 
a gravity not cold and damping, for that is na- 
tural; and proceeds from the Character of the 
Mind. Whereas his was rather humiliating than 
damping : It was a proud imperious Air which 
ſhow'd that he was conſcious of his Impor- 
tance, and would be reſpected. 

Thoſe who approach us are ſenſible of theſe 
differences more or leſs confuſedly ; we all 
know one another ſo well in the Article of 
Pride, that it is 228 11 ſor any one to w_ 

cea 
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ceal himſelf in that particular: It is ſometimes, 
though inadvertently, the very firſt thing 
which a Perſon oblerves when he addreſſes a 
'Stranger, 

But be that as it will, this was the Impreſ- 
ſion which Mr. Fecour made upon me. I ad- 
vanc'd towards him in a very ſuppliant manner ; 
he was writing, I believe a Letter, whilſt his 
Company was talking. 

I made him my Compliment with that 
Emotion which is unavoidable, when one is a 
little Fellow, and goes to ask a Favour of a 
great Man, who neither aids, encourages, nor 
looks at you; for Mr. Fecour heard all I ſaid to 
him without once caſting his Eyes on me. 

I ſtill held out my Letter which I preſented 
him: but he never offer'd to take it, and his 
little attention for me left me in a poſture which 
was altogether ridiculous, and from which I did 
not know how to recover my ſelf, | 

| Beſides, there was the Company I ſpoke of 
ſtaring at me; it was compos'd of three or four 
Gentlemen, not one of which had a Mien ca- 
pable of comforting me in my Perplexity. 

They were rather opulent than magnificent 
in their Appearance, ſo that I made but a con- 
temptible Figure before them, notwithſtanding 
my little Silk lining. 

Beſides they were People advanc'd in Years, 
and I was no more than eighteen, which is not 
an Article of ſo much indifterence as any one 
may imagine; for had you ſeen with what an 
Air they obſerv'd me, you would have judg'd 
that my Youth was ſtill another motive of 
Confuſion for me, What 
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What can this Fop want with his Letter? 
ſeem'd they to ſay by their liberal bold looks, 
which were full of unceremonious Curioſity, - 

So that I was nothing better than a meer 
Jack-pudding amongſt them, who furniſh'd 
them with a Moment's Amuſement, and ſery'd 
them to deſpiſe an en paſſant. 

One examin'd me haughtily on one ſide; 
whilſt another who was walking up and down 
this vaſt Cloſet, with his Hands behind him; 
ſtop'd ſometimes by Mr, Fecour who continu'd 
writing; and there ſet himſelf to conſider me 
conveniently at his eaſe, 

e to yourſelf the Countenance I muſt 
have. 

Another with a penſive and abſtracted Air, 
fix'd his-Eyes upon me as if I had been a Chair 
or a Wall, and as a Man who was not ſenſible 
that he ſaw any thing, | 

And as this Perſon to whom I was nothing, 
embaraſs'd me to the full as much as he to whom 
I was ſo inconſiderable, I plainly perceiv d 
that I was never the better off with one than 
the other. 5 

In ſhort I was ſtruck with an inward Con- 
fuGon,. I ſhall never ſorget the Scene: I am 
alſd gotten rich myſelf, and at leaft as wealthy 
as any of the Gentlemen I ſpeak of: but I 
am yet to comprehend how any Mens Tem- 
pers can become ſo cavalier in reſpect to their 
Fellowy- Creatures, let the others be who they 
WI. I 

At laſt however Mr. Fecour finiſhed his 
Letter, and holding out his Hand to receive 

N 2 that 
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that which I preſented him ; let's ſee, ſaid he: 
and immediately, What's a clock, Gentle- 
men? - Almoſt Noon, reply'd negligently he 
who was walking about; whilſt Mr. Fecour 
broke open the Letter, which he read over 
very haſtily. 

Mighty well, ſaid he, after he had read it : 
ſee! here's the fifth Man within theſe eighteen 
Months that my Siſter-in-law has either wrote 
or ſpoke to me, to provide for; I can't de- 
viſe where ſhe picks up all ſhe ſends me; 
but there's no end with her: and this is more 
recommended than any of the reſt. The ori- 
ginal Woman! Here, you'll judge of her by 


what ſhe writes, added he, giving the Letter 


to one of the Gentlemen, 

And directly, Well, I'll take care of you, 
ſaid he to me: I ſhall return to Paris to- 
morrow, come to me the next Morning. 

Upon which I was going to take my leave 
of him, when he ſtopp'd me. 

You are very young, faid he: What are 
vou fit for? Nothing at all, Pll venture a 
Wager. 

1 have never yet been in any Employ, Sir, 
anſwer'd I, Oh! I don't doubt it, reply'd 
he; ſhe never ſends me any others: and it 
will be a great Happineſs if you know how 
to write, 

Ves, Sir, ſaid I, bluſhing; I alſo under- 
ſtand a little Arithmetick. How now ! cry'd 
he, bantering, why you do us too much Ho- 
nour, Go till after to morrow, 


| Upon 
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Upon which, I retir'd, with the ſatisſaction 
of leaving theſe Gentlemen ready to burſt with 
laughing at my Writing, and Arichmetick ; 
when a Footman came to tell Mr. Fecour that 
Mrs. ſuch a one (it was fo he explain'd himſelf ) 
deſir d to ſpeak to him. | 

Ha, ha f anſwer's he, I know who ſhe is; 
ſhe comes very 4 propos, let her enter: And do 
you ſtay (it was to me he ſpoke), 

Accordingly, I ſtay'd, and immediately two 
Ladies came in, very modeſtly diels'd ; one of 
them was a young Perſon of about twenty 
Years of Age, accompanied by a Woman of 
about fifty, 

Both of them had a melancholy ſuppliant air, 

I never in my Life ſaw any thing fo diſ- 
tinguiſh'd and affecting as the Face of the 
youngelt ; one could not call her a handſome 
Woman neither, there are other ſort of / ca- 


tures requir'd to the Compoſition of a Beauty, 


Imagine to yourſelf a Countenance which 
has nothing in it glaring or regular enough to 
ſurprize the Eyes, but which, at the ſame 
time, wants nothing which can ſurprize the 
Heart, nothing which can inſpire Reſpect, Ten- 
derneſs, or Love; for what one felt for this 
young Lady, was a mixture of all I mention, 
There was, if | may uſe the Expreſſion, a 
Soul upon her Countenance ; but a Soul which 
was noble, virtuous, and tender, and conſe- 
quently moſt charming to look at. 

I ſhall ſay nothing of the ancient Woman 


who accompanied her, and who only intereſted 
*- 0% | herſelf 
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herſelf in the Affair by her Modeſty and 
Sorrow, 

Mr, Fecour had riſen from his Seat when he 
diſmiſs'd me, and was ſtanding in the middle of 
the Cloſet talking to thoſe' Genttemen. He 

made a flight Bow to the young Lady, as ſhe 
came towafds him, $35 

| know what brings you here, Madam, aid 
he; I have revok'd your Husband, 'but it's not 
my Fault if he's always ill, and incapable of 
attending his Employ. What would you have 
me do? Theſe are continual abſences, © 

What] Sir, ſaid ſhe, with an Accent which 
was made to obtain every thing, is there no 
Hope, then? It's true, my Husband is in a 
bad State of Health, but hitherto you have had 

the Goodneſs to compaſſionate our -Condition 
continue us the fame Favour, Sir ; don't treat 
us with ſo much Rigour ! (and this word Ri- 
gour in her Mouth pierc'd to the very Soul). 
you'll throw us into a Perplexity which would 
touch you if you knew the 'whole of it, I beg 
ou would not leave me in the Affliction which 
am in, and to which I muſt return, if you 
are inexorable: ( Inexorable ! was there any 
appearance he could be ſo?) My Husband will 
recover ; you are not ignorant who we are, 
nor of the extream want we have of your Pro- 


tection, Sir. 


Don't fancy to yourſelf that ſhe cry'd whilſt 
ſhe talk'd in this manner; had ſhe wept, I think 
her Sorrow would have had leſs Dignity in it, 
and would have appear'd leſs ſolemn and affect- 


—_ 


But 
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But the Perſon who accompanied her, and 
who kept a little behind her, had her Eyes bath'd 
in Tears, 

I never queſtion'd a Moment but Mr, Fecour 
would yield; I thought it was impoſſible he 
ſhould hold out: Alas! what a Novice I Was! 
he was not ſo much as once mov'd, 

Mr. Fecour enjoy'd an abundance ; he had 
liv'd for thirty Years together in an uninter- 
rupted plenty; and to talk to him of Perplex- 
ities, or Wants, or even of Poverty itſelf, was 
talking of Things which he had no Notion of, 
the bare Words excepted, 

But without doubt his Heart muſt have been: 
naturally hard, for I can't believe that Proſpe- 
rity confirms any but your natural Obdurities, 

Cs no longer in my Power to oblige you, 
Madam, faid he; I can't forfeit my Word, [ 
have already diſpos'd of the Employ : Here's - 


the young Man to whom J have given it, he'll 


tell you the ſame, 

t this Apoſtrophe, which put me to the 
Bluſh, ſhe caſt a Look at me, but a Look 
which ſeem'd to addreſs this tender Reproach : 
What then! will you alſo contribute to my 
Misfortunes ? 

No, Madam, reply'd J, in the fame Lan- 
age, if ſhe underſtood me ; and immediately, . 
Tos then the Poſt of this Lady's Husband which 
ou deſign for me, Sir, ſaid I to Mr. Fecour. 
Yes, anſwer'd he, it's the fame. I am your 

Servant, Madam. | 
Hold, Sir, cry'd I, ſtopping him; I had 
much rather wait till it ſuits your Convenience 
N.4 to 


() 


to give me ſome other. I am not preſs'd, per- 
mit me, if you pleaſe, to leave that honeſt 
Gentleman in the Poſſeſſion of this. If I was 
in his place, and ſick as be is, I ſhould be very 
glad that any one ſhould uſe the ſaine Behaviour 
to me, as I uſe to him. 

The young Lady never once offer'd to back 
my Diſcourſe, which was an excellent Pro- 
ceeding, but remain'd filent, and with her 
Eyes ſix d upon the Ground, expecting Mr. Fe- 
cour's Reſolution, without abuſing, by any Im- 
portunity of her own, the generoſity which I 
ſhew'd, and which might ſerve as an Example 
to our Patron, 

As for his part, I ſaw that he was aſtoniſh'd 
at the Example, without being pleas'd with it, 
and that he did not approve of my giving my 
ſelf” the air of being more compaſſionate than 
him. | 
You rather chuſe to wait, then, ſaid he to 
me, this is novel enough! Well, Madam, 

ou may return; we'll ſee at Paris what may 

done, I ſhall be there aſter to Morrow, 
Go, added he to me, 1'il talk to Mrs. Fecour, 

The young Lady made him a very low 
Curtſey, but no Reply ; the other Woman fol- 
low'd her, and I her, and away we went out, 
all three : But by the Tone with which our 
Gentleman diſmiſs'd us, I deſpair'd that m 
Action could any way ſerve the young Lady's 
Husband ; and I plainly perceiv'd by her Looks 
that ſhe drew no- better Omen from it than my 
ſelf. 

But 
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But I am going to tell you ſomething which 
will ſurprize you; one of thoſe Gentlemen 
who were with Mr. Fecour, went out a Mo- 
ment after us. i 

We had ſtopp'd at the top of the Stair caſe, 
the young Lady and J, where ſhe return'd me 
Thanks for my Endeavour to ſerve her, and 
ſhew'd a gratitude with which I ſaw ſhe was 
really penetrated, 

The other Lady, whom ſhe call'd her Mo- 
ther, alſo join'd her Thanks; and I had pre- 
ſented my Hand to the Daughter to aſſiſt her 
down Stairs, (for I had already learnt that little 
Politeneſs) when we ſaw the Gentleman I 
ſpoke of coming towards us, who approaching 
the young Lady, Don't you dine at Verſailles 
before you return, Madam ? ſaid he, ſtammer- 
ing, and with a blunt Tone. | 

Yes, Sir, anſwer'd ſhe, Well, reply'd he, 
after you have din'd, come to me to ſuch an 
Inn; I am going there, and ſhall be glad to 
ſpeak with you; pray don't fail! And you alſo, 
ſaid he to me, do you come at the ſame time, 
you ſhall not repent your Trouble; do you 
hear? Adieu, a good Day; and away he paſs'd 
on, 

Now this fat little Man, for he was both 
one and the other, as well as a Stammerer, was 
he with whom I had been the leaſt diſſatisfied 
at Mr, Fecour's, and who had appear'd the leaſt 
diſcouraging to me: It's good to remark that 
en paſſant. 

Can you gueſs what he wants with us? ſaid 


the young Lady to me. No, Madam, an- 
ai FW. b ſpwer d 
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ſwer'd I; I don't ſo much as know who he is, 
I never ſaw him before in my Life, 

We were got to the Bottom of the Stairs 
during this Diſcourſe, and I was juſt going to 
take my Leave of her with a great deal of Re- 
gret; when, at the firſt Offer I made to that 
Purpoſe, Since you and my Daughter are both 
to go to the ſame Place preſently, don't leave 
us, Sir, ſaid the Mother, but do us the Honour 
to dine with us; for after the generous Attempt 
which you have made to ſerve us, we ſhould 
be very ſorry to have only a momentary Know- 
ledge of ſuch a worthy Gentleman as you are. 
To invite me there, was to divine my Wiſh, 
This young Lady had a fecret Charm which 
attach'd me to her, but I imagin'd that I only 
eſteem'd her, was ſorry for her, and therefore 
intereſted myſelf in what concern'd her. 
Beſides, I had ated the handfome part by 
her, and we are pleas'd with the Company of 
thoſe whoſe Acknowledgment we merit; at 
leaſt this was all I comprehended by the Delight 
which I took in ſeeing her: For as for Love, 
or any ſentiment approaching it, they were en · 
tirely out of the Queſtion ; they never enter'd 
my Thoughts. Wo | 
I alſo applauded my Affection for her, as a 
laudable Tenderneſs, and a Virtue, and there's 
an infinite Sweetnefs in believing one's ſelf vir- 
tuous; ſo that | follow'd theſe Ladies with the 
moſt innocent Satisfaction in the World, ſaying 
inwardly to myſelf, Go, thou art an honour- 
enn 


Job- 


. 
. 

J obſerv'd that the Mother ſpoke two or 
three Words a- part to the Landlady, which, 
without doubt, was to order ſomething or other 
extraordinary; but I durſt not diſcover that [ 
ſuſpected her Intention, nor oppoſe it, for ſear 
it ſhould look as if I had never known what 
good Living was. 

About a quarter of an Hour after, Dinner 
was ſerv'd, and we ſat down to Table. 

'The more I look at the Gentleman, faid the 
Mother, the more I find his Countenance an- 
ſwerable to his Behaviour at Mr, Fecour's, Oh 
my God! Madam, reply'd I, who would not 
have done the ſame at ſeeing your Daughter in 
the Affliction ſhe was in? Who would not have 
endeavour'd to reſcue her from her Uneaſineſs? 
It's very melancholy to meet with People in 
Trouble, and not to be able to aſſiſt them, and 
eſpecially when they are Perſons ſo deſerving as 
ſhe. I never was ſo much affected in my Life 
as I was this Morning; I could have cry'd with 
all my Heart, and it was with difficulty I re- 
ſrain'd from it, 

This Diſcourſe, tho? artleſs enough, yet was 
not the Language of a Peaſant, as you ſee; - 
the young Man of the Village was no longer 
diſcernable, it was only the frank and benevolent 
young Man which appear d. 

What you ſay, Sir, adds a new Obligation 
to that which we have to you already, faid the 

oung- Lady, bluſhing, and perhaps without 

nowing why ſhe bluſh'd, unleſs it was that 1 
had expreſs'd myſelf in a very tender manner, 


and that ſhe was afraid of being too much 
touch d 
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rouch'd by it; for it's certain, her Looks were 
more complaiſant than her Words. She ſaid 
what ſhe wou'd with her Tongue, and ſtopp'd 
when ſhe pleas'd ; but when ſhe look'd at me, 
the Caſe was alter'd, at leaſt it ſeem'd fo to 
me. And theſe are Remarks which are ob- 
vious to any one, and eſpecially in the Diſpo- 
ſition J was in, 

For my part, I had nothing of that Gaiety 
and. Vivacity which I uſually had, and yet [ 
was charm'd. with being there; I only aim'd at 
a genteel and reſpectful Behaviour, that was all 
that amiable Countenance would allow in me; 
and one can't be what one will before ſome Fa- 
ces, they have too much Awe in them. 

I ſhould never end, if I was to repeat all the 
obliging things which theſe Ladies ſaid to me, 
and the great eſteem they ſhew'd for me. 

I a*k'd them where they liv'd at Paris; 
and they told me, as alſo their Name, and that 
with a Frankneſs which witneſs'd the ſincere 
deſire they had to ſee me there. 

It was always the Mother who anſwer'd firſt, 
aſter which, came the Daughter, who modeſtly 
confirm'd what the other had ſaid ; and always, 
at the concluſion of her Diſcourſe, I had a look 
which ſeem'd to ſay more than her words. 

At laſt, Dinner being over, we talk'd of our 
Appointment, which we could not help think- 
ing a very ſingular one, 

The Clock ſtruck Two, and away we 
went, We were told that our Gentleman had. 
juſt din'd; and as he had inform'd his Servants 
that he. expected us, we were had into a little 

101 Room, 
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Room, where we waited for him, and where. 
he came to us a few moments aſter, with a 
Tooth-pick in his Hand, I ſpeak of the 
Tooth-pick, becauſe it ſerves to characterize 
the Reception which he gave us, 

I muſt give you his Picture. He was a fat 
Man, as I have already told you, of a Stature 
under the moderate Size, a heavy Gait, and a 
ſcolding Mien, and. of ſuch a rapid Speech, that 
in ſpeaking four Words he murder'd, at leaſt, 
two, 4855! 

We receiv'd him with a great many Reve- 
rences, which he let us continue as long as we 
pleas'd, without being ſo much as once tempted 
to return them, except by a little Nod of the 
Head; and I don't believe his Carriage pro- 
ceeded from Pride, but rather from a WO 
fulneſs of all Ceremony. It was a Method 
which he found commodious for him, and into 
which he was inſenſibly fallen, by daily ſeeing 
fo many who were his Subalterns, 

He advanced towards the young Lady with 
the Tooth-pick,. which, as you ſee, was very 
ſuitable to the Simplicity of his Manners, 

Oh! it's very well, ſaid he, you are come, 
then ; and you, alſo, added he, looking upon 
me. Well, and what's the Matter that you 
look ſo melancholy ? Poor young Woman] (I 
need not tell you who this was addreſs'd to) 
who is this Gentlewoman that you are with? 
Is ſhe your Mother, or your Relation? 

I am her daughter, Sir, anſwer'd the young 
Lady, Oh! you are her daughter, it's migh- 


ty well, ſhe has the Air of a good om, 
an 
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and you too, for my part I love good people. 
And this Husband of your's, what ſort of 


a Man is he ? whence comes it that he's ſo 
often ill ? is he old? has not he a little of the 


Debauchee in him? all queſtions which were 


very grating, and yet ask'd with the beſt in- 
intention in the World, as you'll ſee in the 
Sequel, dut which had nothing of the mollify- 
ing in them; they were in a Manner ſo many 
little Affronts to one's ſelf-eſteem. | 

We ſay of ſome people that they have a 
heavy Hand; and it's certain this honeſt Gen- 
tleman had not a very light one, 

But to return: it was the Husband he in- 
quir'd after; he's neither Old, nor a Debau- 


chee, reply'd the young Lady; he's a Man 


of exceeding good Morals, and no more than 
five and thirty Years of Age; but it's his 
Misfortunes which have over-whelm'd him, 
it's his troubles which have ruin'd his Health. 

Ay, ay, ſaid he, I believe it, poor Man! 
that's pity ; you mov'd me, when | ſaw you, 
and your Mother too, I took notice that ſhe 
cry'd; but tell me, you find it hard to live 
then, how old are you? 

Twenty, Sir, reply'd ſhe bluſhing. T wen- 
ty! ſaid he, and why would you marry ſo 
young? you ſee the effects of it, Children 
and Crofles will come, you have but little, then 
you ſuffer, and farewell Oeconomy ; but no 
Matter! ſhe's genteel, your Daughters, very 
genteel, added he ſpeaking to the Mother, 
I like her figure much, but it's not for that 
J defir'd to ſee her; on the aan 
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ſhe's ſo prudent, I'll ſerve and aſſiſt her, 1 
make great account of a young Woman who 
has conduct, when ſhe's handſome and in ne- 
ceſſity, I hardly ever faw her fellow; indeed 
we don't fly from thoſe who are otherwiſe, 
but then we don't eſteem them. Continue, 
Madam, always continue the ſame ; and 1 
am alſo mightily ſatisfy*d with this young Man 
here, yes, mightily edify'd ; he muſt be an 
honourable youth by the Manner in which 
he talk'd juſt now ; go, you are a good Heart, 
you have pleas'd me, and J have a friendſhip 
for you; his behaviour at Mr. Fecour's was 
very handſome, it aſtoniſh'd me, As to the 
reſt, if he does not give you another employ 
( was to me and 'of Mr, Fecour he was 
peaking,) I'll take care of you, I promiſe you 
I will; come to ſee me at Paris, and you alſo 
(it was to the young Lady thoſe Words were 
addreſs'd; ) we muſt fee what Mr. Fecour will 
determine for your Husband ; if he replaces 
him, well and good, but independent of all 
that, VII ſerve you; I have ſome views which 
will ſuit you, and be advantageous. But pray 
fit down, are you in haſte? it is but half an 
hour after two, tell' me a little of your Af- 
fairs, 1 ſhould be glad to be acquainted with 
them ; whence comes it that your Husband 
has had misfortunes ? was he rich? of what 
Country are you ? ag 
' Of Orleans, Sir, ſaid ſhe, Oh! of Or- 
leans ; that's a very fine City! rep!y'd he. Do 
your Relations live there? What's your Story? 


I have a quarter of an Hour to ſpare, and as I 
| intereſt 
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intereſt myſelf in what concerns you, it's na- 
tural I ſhould deſire to know who you are 
you'll do me a pleaſure, let's near. | 

Sir, ſaid, ſhe, the ſtory won't be long. 

My Family is of Orleans, but I was not 
brought up there, I am the Daughter of a 
Gentleman of ſmall Fortune, and who liv'd 
with my Mother about two leagues from that 
City, upon a little Eſtate which remain'd. to 
ay from the ruins of his Family; and there 

dy'd. 

| Aha ! ſaid Mr. Bono, (which was the Name 
of our Patron) the Daughter of a Gentleman ! 
in good time, but what fignifies that when 
one's poor? go on. | 

It's now three Years ſince my Husband made 
his Addreſſes to me, reply'd ſhe: He was a 
Gentleman ofour Neighbourhood ; good ! cry'd 
he immediately, ſee ! we advance a- pace with 
our Gentility : proceed. 

As I was then thought agreeable; yes, ſaid 
he, very right, you are ſo ſtill; Oh! you was 
a little toaſt, you was the prettieſt Laſs in the 
hundred, I am ſure on't: well! _ 
I was alſo courted at the ſame time, conti- 
nu'd ſhe, by a wealthy Citizen of Orleans. 

Oh! that was ſomething, interrupted he 
again, there was a Foundation; it was that Ci- 
tizen you ſhould have marry'd. 

I am going to tell you, Sir, why I rejected 
him: He was a well-made Man, and one I had 
no Averſien ſor, tho* I cannot ſay 1 lov'd him; 
I only endur'd him rather than the Gentleman, 
who notwithſtanding had as much Merit as he, 
and 
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and as my Mother who was the only Perſon I 
depended upon after my Father's Death. 

As my Mother, I ſay, had left me the 
Choice of both, I do not doubt but that flight 
Sentiment of Preference which I had for the Ci- 
tizen, would at leaſt have determin'd me in his 
Favour, had not it been for an Accident, which 
all at once inclined me to his Rival. 

It was about the beginning of Winter, 
and we were walking one day by the fide of a 
Foreſt, my Mother and I and theſe two Gen- 
tlemen; I had ſeparated my ſelf a little way 
from them, for I do not know what trifle which 
amuſed me, when on a ſudden a monſtrous 
Wolf leap'd out of the Foreſt, and run towards 
me. 

You may imagine the Conſternation I was in; 
I flew towards my Company ſcreaming with all 
my Power. My Mother being frighted, en- 
deavour'd to ſave her ſelf, and fell thro' too much 
Precipitation; the Citizen alſo fled, tho he had 
a Sword by his Side. 


The Gentleman ſtop'd, tho? alone, drew his 


Sword, run to me, fac'd the Wolf, and attack'd 


him in the very Moment that he was going to 
jump upon me and devour me. 

He killd him, tho' not without running the 
riſque of his Life, for he was wounded in ſeveral 
Places, and alſo thrown down by the Wolf with 
which he roll'd upon the Ground for a long 
time without quitting his Sword: At laſt he diſ- 
patch'd that furious Animal. . 

Some peaſants whoſe Cottages border'd upon 
the Place, and who had been alarm'd by our 

ries, 
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Cries, came running to us, but not before the 
Wolf was dead ; however they took up the Gen- 
| tleman, who had no Power to riſe himſelf, and 
who ſtood in extream need of ſpeedy Aſſiſtance, 
having loſt a great quantity of Blood. 


For my part, I lay about fix Paces from him 


in a Swoon, nor was my Mother in a much 
better Condition; ſo that they were ſorc'd to 
carry us all three to our Houſe, from whence we 
had wander'd a conſiderable way in walking. 
The bites which the Gentleman had receiv 'd 
from the Wolf, were curable enough; but 
fince worfe Conſequences were to be dreaded 
from the fury of that Animal, as wounded as the 
Gentleman was, it was thought neceſſary that 
he ſhould ſet out the next Morning for the Sea, 
I own to you, Sir, that I was touch'd by the 
contempt which he had ſhow'd for his Life to 
ſave mine (for he might have eſcap'd as well as 
his Rival) and ſtill more tauch'd to ſee that he 
was not at all vain upon the Action, that he ſet 
no Value on it, and that his Love aſſum'd no 
Confidence upon that account. 
I am not belov'd, Madam, faid he, juſt as 
he parted ; I have not the Happineſs to pleaſe 
ou, but I am not fo unfortunate neither, ſince 
J have had that of teſtifying to you that nothing 
is fo dear to me <2 mma 
Nor ought any Perfon at preſent to be fo dear 
to me as you, reply'd I without any Evaſion, 
_ before my Mother, who appov'd my An- 
wer, | 
Yes, yes, cry'd Mr, Bono directly, all this 
is wonderful! there's nothing ſo fine as 1 
| nti- 
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had an eſtate, he enjoy'd a ſufficient Compe- 
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Sentiments as theſe, when it's for a Romance ; 
T foreſee that you'll marry him becauſe of his 
Wounds ; but hold, I had rather this Wolf had 
not come in your way: it would have been luc- 
kier for you to have miſs'd him, he did you a deal 
of injury. But 4 propos, this Citizen does he. 
run ſtill? did not he return? 

Hie had the Aſſurance to appear the ſame eve- 
ning, ſaid the young Lady. He return'd to 
our Houſe, and bore the Preſence of his woun- 
ded Rival for at leaſt an Hour ; which made him 
ſtill more deſpicable: than the Cowardice with 
which he had abandon'd me in my Danger. 

Oh! troth, cry'd Mr. Bono, I do not know 
what to ſay to that; your Servant as to love in 
ſuch a Caſe; as for the Viſit, let it paſs, I blame 
him, but as for his Flight, «it's quite a different 
thing; I cannot think he was ſo much in the 
wrong on't, not I, this Wolf was à very vil- 
lainous Animal, it muft be allow'd, and your 
Husband was no better than = 'raſtt hot-head at 
the Bottom. But conclude,  'the' Gentleman 
came again, and you marry'd him, was not it ſo ? 
Fes, Sir, reply'd the young Lady; I thought 
my ſelf oblig d to it. 

O! as you pleafed for that, anſwer'd he, but 
I regret the run-away, he would have been the 
beſt Match for you, becauſe he was rich; your 
Husband was excellent at killing of Wolves, but 
we do not always meet with Wolves in our 
Way, and we have always Occafion for where- 
withall to live. 

My Husband, ſaid ſhe, when I marry'd him, 


tence, . 
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tence. Good! reply'd he, ſufficient ! what 
muſt I underſtand by that? What is ſufficient 
does not always ſuffice; but let us hear, how 
did he loſe this Competence ? 

By a law-ſuit, anſwer'd ſhe, which we had 
with a Nobleman in our Neighbourhood for cer- 
tain Rights; the Suit at firſt was a thing of no- 
thing, but at laſt it became ſo conſiderable, that 
upon his caſting us, which he did by the Dint 
of intereſt, we were entirely ruin d. My Huſ- 
band was oblig'd to come to Paris to endeavour 
to procure an employ; and being recommended 
to Mr. Fecour, he gave him one; the ſame 
which he took away a few days ago, and for 
which! you heard me entreat him. I do not 
know whether he'll reſtore it, he ſaid nothing 
to. me which ſeem'd to promiſe it; but I ſhall 

back with a great deal of Comfort, Sir, 
* I have had the Happineſs to meet with 
ſuch a generous Gentleman as you are, and 
one who has the Goodneſs to injeret him 
ſelf in our Situation. 

Ves, yes, ſaid he, do not affliat — ſelf, 
you may depend upon me; we ought to aſlilt 

cople who are in trouble; I would have no- 
body in Pain if I could: help it, that's my way 
of thinking, but that's impoſſible. And you, 
my Lad, of whence are you? Of Champagne, 
Sir, znfwer'd A 

Oh! that's an excellent Country for Wine, 
reply'd he, I am glad on't; have you a, Father 
living there? Yes, Sir; ſo much the better, 
ſaid he, you may bring. him to me then, for 
one's often deceiv'd: well, who are you? 


The 
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The Son of an honeſt Man who lives in the 
Country, anſwer'd I ; which was true enough, 
and at the ſame time ſhunning the Word Pea- 
ſant, which appear'd harſh to me ; your Synoni- 
ma's are not forbidden, and as often as I have 
occaſionally found them for my purpoſe, I have 
taken the Liberty to uſe them ; but my vanity 
never exceeded thoſe bounds ; and I ſhould have 
ſaid plainly, I am the Son of a Peaſant, had 
not the other Expreſſion pop'd into my Mind. 

The Clock ſtruck three; Mr. Bono pull'd 
out his Watch, and immediately riſing : Aha ! 
ſaid he, I muſt leave you, we ſhall ſee one ano- 
ther again at Paris, I ſhall expect you there, and 
will be as good as my Word : Good morrow, 
I am your Servant. But 4 propos, I ſuppoſe 
you return preſently ; I ſhall ſend my Equipage 
to Paris. in a Moment ; you may as well go 
in my Coach, your Stage ones are c 
able; and that will be ſo much Expence better 
. 

Upon which he call'd to one of his Foot - 
men : is Picard almoſt ready to ſet out? ſaid 
he. Ves, Sir, he is putting his Horſes to the 
Coach, anſwer'd the Servant. Well then, 
tell him to take theſe Ladies and this young 
Man with bim, reply'd he. Adieu. 

We would have return'd him thanks, but he 
was already too far off: We went out, the 
Equipage was ready in an Inſtant, and away we 
went very well fatisfy'd with our Gentleman 
and his blunt Humour, | 

I will fay nothing to you of our Converſation 
upon the Road ; let us make haſte to we 

| | Were 
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where we arriv d in very good. time for my 
Appointment, for you may remember that 
had one with Mrs. Ferval, at Mrs, Remy's in 
the Suburb. | 

Mr. Bono's Coachman drove our two Ladies 
to their own Houſe, where | left them after a 
great many Compliments, and new Invitations 
on their ſide for me to come to ſee them. 

After which I ſent back the Coachman, 
took a Hack, and went for my Suburb, 
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BOOK 8 Printed for Charles Corbet, at Ad- 
diſon's Head, and Richard Wellington, at the 
Dolphin and Crown, without Temple-Bar. 


THE Vocal Miſcellany, a neat Pocket Vo- 
lume, dedicated to the Ladies of Great- 
Britain: Being a Collection of above four hun- 
dred celebrated Songs (which is near one hun- 
dred and fiſty more than any Book of the Price 


extant) and many of them never before printed; 


with the names of the Tunes prefix d to each 
Song, neatly bound in 2 Vols. and adorn'd with 
Frontiſpieces. Price 6s, 

N. B. Theſe 2 Vols, contain not only a good 
Collection of the moſt elegant among the old 
Songs, but alſo above two hundred new ones, 
wrote by celebrated Hands, and never before 
printed. And beſides the particular Care taken 
in the Choice of the Compoſitions, in which 
the Opinion of the beſt Judges has been con- 
ſulted, the Tunes are likewiſe mentioned; 
which muſt be allow'd a very great addition to 
the Work, as it enables the Reader to ſing what 
might otherwiſe have been poflibly paſg'd over 
only as a Copy of Verſes. 

2. Love Letters between a Nobleman and 
his Siſter ; viz, F---rd Lord Gr---y of Werk, 
and the Lady Henrietta B---rkl---y, under the 
borrow'd Names of Philander and Sylvia. Done 
into Verſe by the Author of the Letters, from 
a Nun to a Cavalier: Adorn'd with a Frontiſ- 
piece, repreſenting Philander aud Sylvia. Print- 
ed in a neat Pocket Volume; on a fine Paper, 
and a good Letter, The Second Edition. 
Price Bound, only 1 s. 6d. | 

3. The Hiſtory of the Devil. Containing 
a State of the Devil's Circumſtances, and the 
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various Turns of his Affairs, from his Expulſion 
out of Heaven to the Creation of Man; his 
Proceedings with Mankind ever ſince Adam; 
and his more private Conduct, down to the 
preſent Times: His Government, his Appear- 


ances, his Manner of Working, and the Tools 


he works with, _ 

Bad as he is, the Devil may be abus d, 
Be falſh charg'd, and cau eleſiy accus'd, 

| en Men, unwilling to be blam'd alone, 


| Shift off thoſe Crimes on Him which are their 
Own 


| ton. 
The Second Edition. Adorn'd with a Frontiſ- 
. 

4. The Motto's of the Spectators, Tatlers, 


and Guardians, tranſlated into Engliſh. Price 


Bound, 2s. 6 d. | | 
. The Complaint of Job, a Poem. Price 1 5, 
6. Apollo and Daphne, an Opera. Price 15. 
7. The Stage Mutineers, or a Play- Houſe 
to be Let: A Tragi-Comi-Farcical-Ballad 
Opera, As it is ated at the Theatre Royal in 
Covent Garden. By Mr. Phillips. Price 15. 
Bella / - === #HTorrida Bella, Vir g · 
8. Alma Mater, a Satyrical Poem on the 
Univerſity of Oxford. Price 1s. 
9. The Fair Suicide, being an Epiſtle from 


a' young Lady to the Perſon who was the Cauſe 


of her Death. Price 6 4. 
10. A New. and Eaſy Method to underſtand 


the Roman Hiſtory, with an exact Chronology 


of the Reign of the Emperors; an Account of 
the moſt eminent Authors, when they flouriſh'd, 
and an Abridgment of the Roman Antiquities 


and Cuſtoms; by way of Dialogue. Price 2 5. 
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